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'And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
Bbut the greatest of these is LOVE" 1 Corinthians 13:13

Continue to prepare to celebrate the Coming (Adventus) of the Lord Jesus

The anticipated coming of the Lord Jesus Avoice of one calling in the wilderness, should be a time of joy, mixed with a
sense Ofrepentance and a desire to live a “PYEP&YC the wayfor the Lord”. reformed life. This is true for us who
await Jesus’ final return. For us who seeck " S to be faithful (full of faith), it should be a
time of joyful expectation. It is also to be a time when we look and see if we have
anything in our lives that needs to be straightened out.

Looking at my own life, I realize that much
paths that have had great ups and downs _
life. I personally have twisted the perception
wanted to go straight to the Lord Jesus or to be prepared for His coming in the most
direct ways. The challenge placed before i me today and during this season of
Advent is to see what I can do to straighten out the path on which [j Joumey and the path on which I will meet the Lord Jesus when He comes
to me. It takes a lot of work to fill in the low points and bring down some of the highs on which my life has been built. Yet it is only when I
am willing to prepare a smooth and easy path for the Lord Jesus to come to me that I can experience the fullness of joys that GOD has in
mind for me. Some of you may be thinking that I misunderstand the readings, because GOD is going to make the paths straight. That is
true, but I should be involved in the process, especially the parts that deal with how I act in my own life. I must work as if the straightening
of the path is my joy to do, but I must also pray that GOD does the major work of straightening my way.

of my journeying has been on bumpy
as they twist around the obstacles in my
of the road because I have not always

And even when I work on making the way of the Lord Jesus as level and plane as I can, it does not mean that I will be free from some
potholes that threaten to knock me off the path to the destination at which I want to arrive. I must look at the pitfalls that plague my path and
see what I can do to fill them. It means I must be discerning and dedicated. I must repent of the wrong turns that I have taken and get back
on the right path. It is only with GOD’s help that I can journey with a sense of equality, justice, and peace that I seek. And continuing with
the imagery of traveling along the pathways of life and preparing a way for the Lord Jesus, I must do this not only for myself, but also for
those who journey along with me. I must do all I can so the way between others and the Lord Jesus is as free as possible from any disasters
and stumbling blocks. I must also encourage others along the way and give them the directions they need as they journey along the way to
the Lord Jesus.

The personal question/action for today: Where am I in my pathway to the Lord Jesus? Have I been knocked off track by obstacles that I (or
others) have placed in the way? Am I being vigilant to my surroundings and looking for

the One Who will lead me safely to my destination? What can I do to smooth out the THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

way not only for myself but also for my fellow journeyers? Am I ready to meet the Lord e e

; 2 THEME:
Jesus Who is coming to me? We prepare for the coming of our Savior when we sincerely

repent and seek forgiveness of sins.

Blessed are You, LORD, GOD of all GOoD that is coming. Through Your GOoDness,

we h.avc sqmcthmg for which to wait: the Coming of Your Sop more 'fully mt_o our lives. “The winding roads shallbe madii?rﬁf;md PO\ .|
During this Advent season, You challenge us to prepare for His Coming, not just smooth, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” (L 3:5b-6)

His historical Coming when He was born of the virgin Mary, but also His future coming

at the end of time. You ask us to be like John the Baptist and prepare the way for the WORD:

Lord Jesus to come. At times, instead of making the way smooth and straight, we have ~ Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2,2-3, 45, 6/ Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/ Lk 3:1-6

put up roadblocks and taken twisted turns to avoid preparing a way for Your Son, ORDER:

the Lord Jesus. For this we seek Your pardon and forgiveness. With the gifis that flow 1.  "Strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness

from Your Holy Spirit, inspire us to take the time during this season of Advent to focus before our God and Father at iicoming.of owg Lord

on how we can straighten the pathways of the Lord Jesus so that we may increase in Yeno with ol kicholgonssell Thoo =38y

our love, and we may make the way ready for the coming of Your Son, our Lord Jesus. DIRECTIONS:

We lift up this prayer of praise and thanks to You for allowing Your Son to come tous, 1.  Persevere in prayer, go to confession and receive Holy

as our Brother and Savior, the Way to You, and Who has died, is risen, and now is living g gomﬂ};ndion regularly. e T W
and reigning with You and the Holy Spirit until He comes at the end of time to usher v °f'eg'°°mmumty gl oge yeckly josip

in the final age of glory which will last for ever and ever. Amen. 3. Do charitable works and share your blessings during this

. . . f Joy.
The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled With joy 4. Bring your children and tne young generation close o

Jesus and Mary.
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