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This Sunday’s
Counsel

THEME:
We live a life of
unwavering faith
when we place our
complete trust in
Christ Jesus.

PROMISE:
“..the just one,
because of his
faith shall
live.” (Hab 1:4)

WORD:
Hab 1:2-3, 2:2-4/
Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/
2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-
14/ Lk 17:5-10

ORDERS:

o Have faith the
size of the mus-
tard seed. (Lk
17:6)

o Bear your share
of hardship for
the gospel with
the strength that
comes from God.
(2 Tim 1:8)

DIRECTIONS:

e Increase our faith
by becoming duti-
ful servants of
God.

e Grow in faith by
leading a well-
disciplined spiri-
tual life.
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Falth And Serv1ce

REFLECTION:

We say we believe
in God. This profes-
sion of faith becomes
true, only when we
put our faith uncondi- *
tionally and trust in
His Son, Jesus
Christ.

The Scripture
readings on the 27th
Sunday of Ordinary
time talk about Faith and how it works in
our lives. In addition to these scriptures,
Hebrews 11:1 tells us “Faith is the realiza-
tion of what is hoped for and evidence of
things not seen”. Also, “Faith is first of all a
personal adherence of man to God”
(CCC150). Thus, Faith operates as a be-
lieving, trusting, loving relationship with
Christ.

First — Believing

“...the just one, because of his faith,
shall live.” (Hab 1:4). At times we find our-
selves in the shoes of the prophet Habak-
kuk — feeling helpless, hopeless; life is
just not what you want it to be. To Habak-
kuk, it seemed God was doing nothing
about the injustice being committed by His
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people’s enemy. Eve-
rywhere, the Prophet
sees violence, misery,
and injustice.

God in his calm
and reassuring re-
sponse to Habakkuk,
instructed him to
record the vision of
deliverance he has
been shown. God told
Habakkuk to believe
in Him, to persevere
and to be patient, that help will come but
it must be awaited with faith.

We should be steadfast in our belief and
in faithfulness, that even in the midst of
our suffering we’ll see God’s saving faith
and He will not disappoint. Keeping our
relationship with God is part of the process
of Christian growth and maturity.

Second - Trusting

Like Habakkuk, the Letter to Timothy
in the second Reading, endorses faith in
the face of adversity.

“Bear your share of hardship for the
gospel with the strength that comes from
God.” (2 Tm 1:8). Timothy is enduring
hardships in preaching the Gospel and the
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Increased Faith Is Divine Grace

They ask, “Add faith to us.” They do not ask simply for faith, for per-
haps you might imagine them to be without faith. They rather ask
Christ for an addition to their faith and to be strengthened in faith.
Faith partly depends on us and partly is the gift of the divine grace. The begin-
ning of faith depends on us and our maintaining confidence and faith in God

with all our power. The confirmation and strength necessary for this comes from
the divine grace. For that reason, since all things are possible with God, the Lord
says that all things are possible for him who believes (Mk 9:23). The power that
comes to us through faith is of God. Knowing this, blessed Paul also says in the
first epistle to the Corinthians, “For to one is given through the Spirit the word of
wisdom, to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit, and to
another faith in the same Spirit” (1 Cor 12:8). You see that he has placed faith
also in the catalog of spiritual graces. The disciples requested that they might
receive this from the Savior, contributing also what was of themselves. By the
descent upon them of the Holy Spirit, he granted it to them after the fulfillment
of the dispensation. Before the resurrection, their faith was so feeble that they
were liable even to the charge of being “little of faith”.

~ Cyril of Alexandria (376-444 AD)
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You can now send your tithes Provision

and love offerings via Paypal.

September 23, 2022

Donate link can be found at

www bldtrenton.com Tithe . § 440.00 Ki‘mk‘)erly Ciocon 9/30 Chito Qiocon
Or mail check to: Love Offer : $ 225.00 Mimi Caragay 10/1 Brooksie Brooks 10/4
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc. Anniversary
P.O. Box 1367 Thank you for your Tony & Arlene Riggio 10/3
Toms River, NJ 08754 generosity!!! Tony & Lolit Manuel 10/5
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Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Mama Mary’s visit - Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service - Bert & Cora Velez 732-688-1541
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Saint Veronica Church
4215 Route 9 North

Howwell, N1 O7 721

Contact:

Bong & Fayve Dizon 732-604-7690

bfdizon & w

Cesar & Rosalie Angeles 732-589-9649
rangeleslacE@yahoo.com

Bukas Loob Sa Diyos
(Open In Spirit To God)
A Catholic Charismatic Covenant Community
Diocese Of Trenton
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life then, there is

asks of us: do not

T

know how to be more shrewd than others... Jesus says
we can also be clever in following the Gospel, awake
and attentive to discern reality and be creative to find
good solutions for us and others... To inherit eternal

world, but what matters is the love we will have ex-
pressed in our fraternal relations. This is what Jesus

yourselves and selfishly, but use them to create friend-
ship, to create good relationships, to act with charity, to
promote fraternity and to show care for the weakest.

Shrewd

appens that those who move in dark-
y certain worldly standards, know
get by even when in trouble, they

no need to accumulate goods in this

use the goods of this world only for

~ Pope Francis

Faith - Cont’d from Page 1

zeal he previously showed may have
waned. So, Paul offers a strong word
of encouragement and challenges
him to “stir into flame the gift God
gave him when hands were imposed
on him.”

At one time or another in our
BLD life, the zeal we once showed
also had waned. Where are we to
derive the strength we need to en-
dure such trial and continue walk-
ing the path of faith? The answer is
clear, trust God with the help of the
Holy Spirit that dwells within us.
Our help is from above; there is no
other reliable source of strength.

Our Christian Faith is our bond
with God. If we are serious about
our Faith, we need to spend time
with God in prayer, in reflection, in
Adoration of Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament, and in the prayerful
reading of Scriptures.

Third — Loving
The gospel of Luke begins with

the request of the apostles to Jesus:
“Increase our faith.” The Lord re-
plied, “If you have faith the size of a
maustard seed, you would say to this
mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,’ and it would
obey you”. (Lk 17:6)

All the three synoptic gospels
recount the parable of the mustard
seed and in all three, 1t is told in a
context where the disciples ex-
pressed a desire to be like Jesus. In
Matthew and Mark, the disciples
want to emulate Jesus’ ability to
work miracles and drive out de-
mons. The request for increased
faith in Luke’s gospel seems genu-
inely motivated by a desire to better
love and follow Jesus.

Christ’s response to the apostles
was, that faith is not something that
can be measured by size but that the
quality of their faith is more impor-
tant. Jesus also teaches them, and
us, that a genuine faith must be

linked with trust, loving obedience,
and total commitment.

As we all know, Mother Theresa
dedicated her life to the poor, sick,
and dying in India. Similar to Ha-
bakkuk in the first reading, her
“dark letters” revealed intense emo-
tions casting doubt about her faith.
Although Mother Theresa said she
was deeply tormented about her
faith and suffered periods of doubt
about God, with genuine faith she
kept her unwavering commitment to
God.

Christian Faith is a trusting
Faith in God, in action. The master-
servant parable teaches us that
Faith requires action; that we are
God’s servants. As we work for the
Lord in Faith, He works in us,
transforming us. There will be times
of doubt in our faith, but with a be-
lieving, trusting, and loving rela-
tionship with Christ, our commit-
ment to Him will not waver.




