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PROMISE: . . F
“T will bless you REFLECTION: m’,(
abundantly... The faithful obedience that %t
because you is demanded from us is quite S '\,

timely and appropriate. Abra-
ham was asked by God to sacri-
fice His own son Isaac just to
test his obedience. Regardless
of how controversial people
perceive it, this should not be
about the test. It is reminding
us of our obedience.

In a society that recognizes

obeyed my com-
mand.” (Gn 22:
17a, 18b)

WORD:
Gn 22: 1-2, 9a, 10
-13, 15-18/ Ps 16:
10, 15, 16-17, 18-
19/ Rom 8: 31b-

34/ Mk 9: 2-10 .
wealth, popularity and power
ORDER: as the definition of success,
o Listen to him. obedience, faith, the desire to
Mk 9: 7) love, serve and follow God have
DIRECTIONS: fallen out of favor in people’s

hearts. Obedience is perceived as a weakness,
a lack of self-worth or something to be medi-
cated, not celebrated. And our current cul-
ture does not help. Everyone wants to get
ahead. People maximize their time, stream-
line their priorities, narrow down their choic-

e Spend quiet mo-
ments with the
Lord regularly
thru Scripture
readings and

o Is)z‘rzie{}?é guid- es and, sadly, obedience falls on the none of
ance of the Holy the above. Obedience falls off their priority.
Spirit and be People abbreviate transformation without
open to its obedience, grow their faith without obedi-
promptings. ence, maintain communion with God without

obedience, glorify and honor God without obe-
dience, and love God without obedience.

The readings for tonight aims to put our

Cultivate a heart
of surrender by
aligning our ac-
tions and choices
to God’s will.

aacs

obedience back on the right
track. It is teaching us of Abra-
ham’s trust and obedience to

| God. It is directing us to Abra-

ham’s heart and response.
When called by God, he did not
say no’. He said, here I am’.
Abraham simply trusted and
obeyed. Sounds easy, right?
But the fact is we are not Abra-
ham. We might find it hard to
respond like Abraham if we
face tough trials such as giving
up the Isaacs of our lives. But
we can always learn from Abra-
ham’s obedience and create our
own opportunities and mo-
ments of 'here I am'— that is,

when we listen, respond and follow.

Obedience is not a one-and-done thing.
We have to repeat it every time, every hour,
every day until it becomes ingrained in our
hearts, until it becomes our spiritual disci-
pline, until it becomes our life. So, we need to
be alert every time and listen attentively to
be able to hear God’s call. We must always be
ready, always listening to what God is speak-
ing to us. God calls us in different ways and
in different situations. Easily and obviously,
God calls us thru this community who engag-
es us to commit and do things like leading,
serving, witnessing, sharing, doing mission
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Tending Transfigured In Hope
the The mountain - Mount Tabor, like Sinai - is the place of nearness to
Fagk | God. Compared with daily life it is the lofty space in which to breathe the
pure air of creation. It is the place of prayer in which to stand in the

Lord’s presence like Moses and Elijah, who appeared beside the transfigured Jesus
and spoke to him of the “exodus” that awaited him in Jerusalem, that is, his Pasch.
The Transfiguration is a prayer event: in praying, Jesus is immersed in God, close-
ly united to him, adhering with his own human will to the loving will of the Father,
and thus light invades him and appears visibly as the truth of his being: he is God,
Light of Light. Even Jesus’ raiment becomes dazzling white. This is reminiscent of
the white garment worn by neophytes. Those who are reborn in Baptism are
clothed in light, anticipating heavenly existence (cf. Rev 7: 9, 13). This is the crucial
point: the Transfiguration is an anticipation of the Resurrection, but this presup-
poses death. Jesus expresses his glory to the Apostles so that they may have the
strength to face the scandal of the Cross and understand that it is necessary to
pass through many tribulations in order to reach the Kingdom of God. The Father’s
voice, which resounds from on high, proclaims Jesus his beloved Son as he did at
the Baptism in the Jordan, adding: “Listen to him” (Mt 17: 5). To enter eternal life
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Online Giving The Lord’s o e w3 .
You can now send your tithes Provision X God S b;tsSEHQS
and love offerings via Paypal. irovision EE
Donate link can be found at February 16, 2024 |=x Birthday
www.bldtrenton.com Tithe :$550.00 |% John Alberto 2/23  Dennis Buenafe 2/25
Or mail check to: Love Offering  $206.00 |+ Fred Poblete 2/23 Raquel Adame 2/26
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc. x Jackie Del Valle 2/24 Roy Roldan 2/26
P.O. Box 1367 Thank you for your |% josie Rodriguez 2/24  Cecil Sanchez 2/26
Toms River, NJ 08754 generosity!!! EE John Young 2/24 Nelia Doropan 2/27
¥ Mabel Bartocillo 2/25 Ester Pangan 2127
Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)? i Nona Alquiros  2/28

L 3026 2 26 2 26 2 2 2 2 22 26 2 26 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
303 226 2 X 202 2 2 000 00 4 0 %

For Mama Mary’s visit - Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service - Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962
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BUKAS LOOB SA DIYOS
(OPEN IN SPIRIT TO GOD)

DIOCESE OF TRENTON

o

Self-Spoliation

J\‘l\\l\
IﬁK“ When you give alms, or pray or fast, take care to do these things in
secret, for your Father sees in secret (cf. Mt 6:4). “Go to your room™ this
is the invitation that Jesus addresses to each of us at the beginning of the Len-
ten journey. Going to your room means returning to the heart, as the prophet
Joel admonishes (cf. Joel 2:12). It means journeying from without to within, so
that our whole life, including our relationship with God, is not reduced to mere
outward show, a frame without a picture, a draping of the soul, but is born from
within and reflects the movements of our heart, our deepest desires, our
thoughts, our feelings, the very core of our person.

Lent, then, immerses us in a bath of purification and of self-spoliation: it
helps us to remove all the cosmetics that we use in order to appear presentable,
better than we really are. To return to the heart means to go back to our true
self and to present it just as it is, naked and defenseless, in the sight of God. It
means looking within ourselves and acknowledging our real identity, removing
the masks we so often wear, slowing the frantic pace of our lives and embracing
life and the truth of who we are. Life is not a play; Lent invites us to come down
from the stage and return to the heart, to the reality of who we are: a return to

the heart and the truth.

~ Pope Francis

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
JUNE 7-9, 2024

Ave Maria Retreat House
The National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa
654 Ferry Road Doylestown, PA 18901

Free Registration
Meals and Accommodation To be Provided

For all inquiries:
German/Letty Butay (732) 887-5298 or Ibutay@yahoo.com
Nestor/Cecille Vasquez (908) 578-9138 | Toy/Malen Juarez (609) 954-2300
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requires listening to Jesus, follow-
ing him on the way of the Cross,
carrying in our heart like him the
hope of the Resurrection. ‘Spe salvi’,
saved in hope. Today we can say:
“Transfigured in hope”.

~ Pope Benedict XVI
Angelus Message
February 17, 2008
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work and interceding. He also calls us
in our prayers, in our private scripture
meditation, and in Eucharistic cele-
brations. God’s calling can be also thru
the daily interactions at our homes,
our work places, here in St. William’s,
or wherever we may be. During these
times that we are being called, God’s
voice can be just a whisper and we
need the Holy Spirit to amplify God’s
voice and, at the same time, magnify
the senses of our heart to be more
trustful and to be more obedient.
Thus, we should always be open to the
promptings of the Holy Spirit.

Again, we are not Abraham. But
God is constantly rewarding our mo-
ments of here I am’ - when God com-
mands us to love Him above all things
and to love one another; when God

enemy; when God asks us to feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick
and the prison; our obedience to Him
will always result in flourishing and
immovable joy. For it brings love and
peace, and creates closer relationships
within our families and in our commu-
nity. For it brings comfort to somebody
who is grieving, dejected or somebody
just needing our hug or a shoulder to
cry on. For it brings healing to some-
body who is going thru pain and suf-
fering. For it brings encouragement
and inspiration to somebody who is
experiencing disappointments and
feeling defeated. For it brings deliver-
ance and renewal to somebody who got
lost and gone astray. For it brings
hope to the heartbroken and gives
strength to the weak and those who

commands us to forgive and to love our fall.

At some moments in our life, our
obedience precipitated these conse-
quences to happen, knowingly and

unknowingly. We don’t realize how our
obedience, our moments of ‘here I am’,
have touched the lives of others, and
how it touched ours. These are the
fruits of our obedience. The time when
we bring Jesus to others, when we
bring Jesus to ourselves, when we wit-
ness a glorious event, a moment of
grace, a true encounter with our Lord.
This is the time of fulfillment, from
obedience to transfiguration. A time of
fiat lux’, when light victors over dark-
ness. This is the moment when we
join Peter, James, and John and say,
“it is good that we are here”. It is good
that we are changed. It is good that we
are transformed.
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