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THEME: 

Disciples of 
Christ are 
empowered 
when they 
perform 
mission work. 

 
PROMISE: 

“...rejoice 
because your 
names are 
written in 
heaven.” (Lk1
0:20b) 

 
WORD:  Is 66:10

-14/ Ps 66:1-7, 
16, 20/ Gal 
6:14-18/ Lk 
10:1-12, 17-20 

 
ORDER:  
 “Go on your 

way” (Luke 
10:3 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Serve with 

love, joy and 
humility. 

 Participate in 
both mission 
and corporal 
works of 
mercy. 
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Community News 
REFLECTION:  “Go on 
your way; behold, I am send-
ing you like lambs among 
wolves.” (Lk 10:3) 
 Did we really hear Him? 
Did we really understand 
our Lord’s command?  I hope 
so, because we are His disci-
ples and it is a must for us 
to follow Him.  We have felt 
His love and seen His power. 
We have embraced His 
mercy and He chose us to be 
a part of His divine plan 
which is to build His Church.  If you did 
not hear Him, then bend your knees, open 
your hearts and pray.  For you are here 
because He loves you and He wants to use 
you for His Father's glory. 
Do not be afraid.  He will not leave us 
alone. He gave the early disciples His Holy 
Spirit to enlighten, strengthen and, most 
of all, empower them to be like Him.  Let 
us follow them, then, and build God's king-
dom here on earth.  Let us surrender eve-
rything and listen to His voice saying, “Go 
on your way...the harvest is abundant but 
the laborers are few.”  
 All He is asking from us is our big YES 
and our total TRUST in His divine provi-
dence. He will equip and train us, just like 
what we had in our CDFP where we 
learned how to be a true disciple of Christ. 

He will then breathe on us 
His Holy Spirit to show us the 
way to LOVE, to SERVE, to 
FOLLOW, to UNITE, to FOR-
GIVE and to PRAY, which 
will build His Church and 
bring more people closer to 
Him. 
 By ourselves it is impossi-
ble but together with our 
LORD Jesus Christ, we can do 
it.  As a community of broken 
people we have our weak-
nesses, our differences or ugli-

ness but with His grace and our love for 
one another we will survive.  We will help 
each other, accept each other, carry each 
other if we must so that we will have that 
oneness, that unity that is needed to move 
forward and be the light to this world, the 
example that our Lord wants us to be. 
 Yes, it will not be easy.  But through 
our past experiences,  we have seen the 
hand of God. In retreats and encounters, 
He reveals Himself and performs big and 
small miracles.  He provides…He softens 
harden hearts and brings couples closer to 
each other and even raise the dead and the 
faith of some very lost souls.  He is worthy 
to be praised! He is truly great and mar-
velous!  He is the God who is always pre-
sent in our lives. 

Saying Yes —See Page 2 

Saying Yes To Jesus 

 The movement to restore full unity among the different groups of 
Christians in the world is what ecumenism is all about.  Pope Bene-
dict XVI recognized its importance in an address to the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith on January 27, 2012. 
 According to the Pope the division among Christians “openly 

contradicts the will of Christ, scandalizes the world, and damages that most 
holy cause, the preaching of the Gospel to every creature” (Decree on Ecumenism, Unitatis Redintegratio, n. 1).  
 “Unity is therefore not only the fruit of faith but also a means and as it were a presupposition for proclaim-
ing the faith ever more credibly to those who do not yet know the Saviour. Jesus prayed: ‘that they may all be 
one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me’ (Jn 17:21).” 
 But while noting the many good fruit yielded by ecumenical dialogue, the Pontiff warned against the risks of 
indifferentism (the idea that it does not matter what religion a person professes in order to be saved).  “This 
indifferentism is caused by the increasingly widespread opinion that truth is not accessible to man; hence it is 
necessary to limit oneself to finding rules for a praxis that can better the world. And like this, faith becomes 
substituted by a moralism without deep foundations.” 

Tending 
the 

Flock 

Ecumenism 
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THEME: Disciples 
of Christ are 
empowered when 
they show mercy 
and compassion. 

 
PROMISE: “The 

Lord hears the 
poor, and his own 
who are in bonds, 
he spurns 
not.” (Ps 69:34) 

 

WORD:  Dt 30:10-
14/ Ps 69:14, 17, 
30-31, 34, 36-37/
Col 1:15-20/ Lk 
10:25-37 

 
ORDER:  

 “You shall love 
the Lord, your 
God, with all 
your heart, with 
all your being, 
with all your 
strength and 
with all your 
mind and your 
neighbor as 
yourself.” (Luke 
10:27) 

 “Turn to the Lord 
in your need, and 
you will 
live.“ (Psalm 69) 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Reach out to 

members who are 
in need. 

 Be merciful and 
compassionate. 

 Be vigilant with 
your prayer life. 

Volume 19, Issue 28 

BLD Trenton  
 

http://bldtrenton.com 

 

This Sunday’s  
Counsel 

July 12, 2019 

Community News 
REFLECTION:  This 
Sunday’s readings fit 
together well because 
they have one common 
theme of mercy and com-
passion.    The first read-
ing is about our need to 
love God first and above 
everyone else in our 
lives. Our relationship 
with God is down to 
earth and not too complicated to under-
stand, if we simply listen to our heart.  
The Rule of Life is part of a solemn fare-
well speech attributed to Moses at the end 
of his life. The Chosen People led by Moses 
are about to cross the river Jordan to the 
promised land. Moses is calling Israel to 
repentance and conversion. He reiterates 
the need for obedience to the law of the 
Lord, the only way for Israel to secure its 
future in the Promised Land.  The law of 
God that commands us to love him and our 
neighbors is not up in the sky or across the 
sea. It is neither inaccessible nor remote, 
but very near. It is inscribed in our con-
science and etched deeply in our hearts. 
 The second reading from Paul's letter 
the Colossians is all about Jesus. The sec-
ond reading lies in between the old testa-
ment reading and the gospel. All of the old 
testament stories described in the bible led 
up to the time of Christ and all of the new 
testament readings flow from him. The life 

of Jesus is at the very 
center of the bible.  “All 
things were created 
through him and for 
him,” (Col 1:16). Christ 
is the image of the in-
visible God. By his pas-
chal mystery, he reveals 
the fullness of God’s love 
for us and becomes the 
perfect image of the Fa-

ther’s compassionate love. Through his 
sacrificial death that has brought redemp-
tion and peace to all creation, Christ mani-
fests the absolute and uncompromising 
love of God for all.   
 This leads us to our theme today.  As 
Christian disciples, we are called to be 
deeply involved in the work of creation 
and redemption. We do this by following 
the demands of covenant love: “You shall 
love the Lord your God, with all your 
heart, with all your being, with all your 
strength, and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.” We, like Jesus, need 
to be living images of God’s compassionate 
love for all.  One way to reflect the good-
ness of God is to treat with sensitivity and 
concern the poor and needy, the weak and 
vulnerable among us. 
 In Netflix there is a movie titled, “Good 
Sam” in which the secular definition of a 
Good Samaritan is a person who does good 

Mercy —See Page 2 

Mercy and Compassion 

 Kateri was the daughter of a Mohawk warrior and an Algonquin mother.  She 
grew up near Auriesville, New York in the late 1600s and was raised by her un-
cle after her parents died of smallpox when she was four years old.  Her Indian 
name means “she puts things in order” and at an early age, she decided to put 
God first in her life. 

 When Kateri was eleven, she heard a group of Jesuit missionaries talk about Jesus.  She 
wanted to know more about a God who loved people instead of punishing them.  She was bap-
tized when she was twenty and lived a life dedicated to prayer and providing care for the sick 
and the aged.  She took a vow of chastity, pledging to marry only Jesus Christ, a decision that was very un-
popular within her tribe and sparked rumors of sorcery.  To avoid persecution, she traveled to a native Chris-
tian community south of Montreal. 
 According to legend, Kateri was very devout and would put thorns on her sleeping mat. She often fasted and 
when she would eat, she would taint her food to diminish its flavor. On at least one occasion, she burned her-
self. Such self-mortification was common among the Mohawk.  
 St. Kateri Tekakwitha was very sickly and passed away on April 17, 1680, just five years after her conver-
sion to Catholicism. She was canonized in 2012 by Pope Benedict XVI. She is the first native American saint. 

Know 
Your 
Saints  

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha: Patron of Exiles 
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THEME: Disciples 
of Christ are 
empowered when 
they reflect on 
God’s word and 
serve others. 

 

PROMISE: “One 
who walks 
blamelessly and 
does justice, who 
thinks the truth in 
his heart…shall 
never be 
disturbed.” (Ps. 
15:2, 5b) 

 

WORD:  Gn 18:1-
10/ Ps 15:2-5/ Col 
1:24-28/ Lk 10:38-
42 

 

ORDER:  
 “Choose the better 

part.”  (Luke 
10:42) 

 “Bring to 
completion the 
word of God.” (Col 
1:25) 

 Fill up what is 
lacking in the 
afflictions of 
Christ.” (Col 1:24) 

 

DIRECTIONS: 
 Reflect on the 

word of God. 
 Actively 

participate in 
Word Sharing 
Circle. 

 Persevere in 
service to others. 
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Community News 
REFLECTION:  In 
the first reading 
from Genesis, God 
visits Abraham 
though Abraham did 
not know it. Abra-
ham said, “Let water 
be brought that you 
may bathe your feet. 
Rest yourselves. Let 
me bring you food 
that you may refresh 
yourselves.”  Abra-
ham graciously of-
fered hospitality.  And God said, “Very 
well, do as you have said.” 
 Like Abraham, still unfamiliar with 
God’s ways, we too may not know when 
God comes to our door.  Even then, like 
Abraham, in our hearts, we are guided by 
an instinct for hospitality, to  answer an-
other man’s need, to graciously be who we 
are in our house, and still be true to our 
self that in turn is formed and shaped by 
God. In short, whoever comes to our door, 
whether he is family, friend, stranger or 
God, hospitality means to be gracious and 
welcoming. Hospitality is to love God, 
neighbor and ourselves. If only we remem-
ber that everyone we meet is the temple of 
the Holy Spirit like ourselves, then shall 
we know that God is always in our pres-
ence. It is not too far off to imagine that 
we are always possibly addressing the 

awesome presence of 
God in every person 
we meet.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 In the Gospel ac-
cording to Luke Je-
sus is welcomed into 
Martha’s house. In 
Mary’s and Martha’s 
different responses 
to the presence of 
Jesus, as when God 
calls on us, we must 
always choose the 
better part and it 

will not be taken from us. That revelation 
from Jesus is beautiful. He welcomes our 
gracious hospitality though he never lets 
on when he might come to visit with us.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 
THERE IS NEED OF ONLY ONE THING 
 
 As Christian disciples, we must always 
be ready to actively, cheerfully and will-
ingly respond to God’s presence in our 
lives. Let us rejoice in God’s blessings. 
Trust and persevere when God gives us his 
trials. Active Christians are forever young 
because of God’s response to the reason for 
our hope in him under test and because of 
our own response to the muck and mire of 
our daily circumstances with which God 
tries the resolve of our faith and trust. 

God Knocking —See Page 2 

God Comes Knocking 

 The Rosary is a powerful prayer meditating on the events surround-
ing the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  When Mary  ap-
peared to the children of Fatima in 1917, she revealed herself as “Our 
Lady of the Rosary” and insisted on the praying of the Rosary.  But the 
Rosary prayer had already existed for centuries, prayed by the saints 

daily and recommended by the popes. 
 The use of beads in prayers like the Rosary may have begun as a practice by the laity to imitate the Chris-
tian monasticism of the Liturgy of the Hours, during the course of which the monks prayed the 
150 Psalms daily. In 1569, Dominican Pope Pius V established by papal bull the devotion to the rosary in the 
Catholic Church.  St. Peter Canisius, a Doctor of the Church, who is credited with adding to the Hail Mary the 
sentence "Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners", was an ardent advocate of the rosary and promoted it 
as the best way to repair the damage done to the Church by the Reformation.    
 St. Louis de Montfort compared the Rosary to the composite nature of a human person. Like the human per-
son , the Rosary has both soul and body.  The body of the Rosary is made up of the vocal prayers while the soul 
is the contemplation of the mysteries of the Rosary.  If prayed and contemplated, the Rosary is a prayer of 
monumental importance and strength.  

Fun 
Facts 

of our  
Faith 

The Holy Rosary 

This Sunday’s  
Counsel 
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THEME: Disciples 

of Christ are 
empowered when 
they persistently 
intercede for 
others. 

 
PROMISE: “For 

everyone who 
asks, receives; and 
the one who seeks, 
finds; and to the 
one who knocks, 
the door will be 
opened.” (Lk 
11:10)  

 
WORD: Gn 18:20-

32/ Ps 138:1-3, 6-
8/ Col 2:12-14/ Lk 
11:1-13  

 
ORDER:  
 “Come and see 

the works of 
God...”  (Ps 
66:5) 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Be a living 

witness of God’s 
transforming love 
and power by the 
way you think, 
speak and act. 

 Show your 
concern for others 
through caring 
words and 
generosity. 
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July 26, 2019 

Community News 
REFLECTION: 
 What can we 
expect from God, 
especially when we 
recognize that he 
doesn't owe us any-
thing and that we 
don't deserve his 
grace and favor? 
Jesus used an illus-
tration from the 
hospitality customs 
of his time to show 
how God is always 
ready to treat us with the best he has to 
offer. The rule of hospitality in biblical 
times required that every guest, whether 
stranger or friend, be warmly welcomed, 
refreshed (which often involved the wash-
ing of feet), and fed with the best food and 
drink available. It didn't matter what time 
of the day or night the guests might show 
up, it was your duty to stop what you were 
doing so you could give the guests the best 
care and shelter you could provide. If there 
wasn't adequate sleeping accommodation 
for both your guests and your family, the 
family slept outside under the stars. When 
guests showed up in a village, the whole 
community could be prevailed upon to pro-
vide whatever was needed. 
 Jesus' parable of the importunate and 
bothersome neighbor shows a worst case 
scenario of what might happen when an 

unexpected guest 
shows up in the 
middle of the night! 
The family awak-
ens, unbolts the 
locked door to re-
ceive the guest, 
then washes the 
guest's feet, and 
the wife begins to 
prepare a meal. 
When the wife dis-
covers that she has 
no bread to set be-

fore the guest, she prevails on her hus-
band to go and get bread from a nearby 
family, who by now is also asleep with 
their door bolted shut. In a small village it 
would be easy for the wife to know who 
had baked bread that day. Bread was es-
sential for a meal because it served as a 
utensil for dipping and eating from the 
common dishes. Asking for bread from 
one's neighbor was both a common occur-
rence and an expected favor. To refuse to 
give bread would bring shame because it 
was a sign of inhospitality. 
 If a neighbor can be imposed upon and 
coerced into giving bread in the middle of 
the night, will not God, our heavenly Fa-
ther and provider, also treat us with kind  
and generous care no matter how trou-
bling or inconvenient the circumstances 

Gracious Giver —See Page 2 

Gracious Giver 

 Ignatius of Loyola served in the royal Spanish Army during the 
early 1500s.  He was wounded in battle and at the door of death 
dreamed  St. Peter touched him and healed his wounds. He woke up 
healed, left the hospital but did not return to the army.  Instead, he 
gave up service to the King of Spain to be a soldier for Christ.   

 In 1534, Ignatius founded the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits), a religious order devoted to the service of the 
Church and the salvation of souls.  He imposed strict, almost military rule on his order.  The Jesuit order grew 
and soon found its niche in education.  Before Ignatius died in 1556, his order established 35 schools and 
boasted 1,000 members. The order was responsible for much of the work of stopping the spread of the Protes-
tant Reformation. The Society advocated the use of reason to persuade others and combat heresy.  St. Ignatius 
advised his followers: “Do not let any occasion of gaining merit pass without taking care to draw some spiritual 
profit from it; as, for example, from a sharp word which someone may say to you; from an act of obedience im-
posed against your will; from an opportunity which may occur to humble yourself, or to practice charity, sweet-
ness and patience.” 
 Ignatius' passed away on July 31, 1556, at the age of 64. He was beatified by Pope Paul V on July 27, 1609 
and canonized on March 12, 1622. His feast day is July 31. He is the patron saint of soldiers and educators. 

Know 
Your 
Saints  

Saint Ignatius: Patron of  Soldiers 

This Sunday’s  
Counsel 




