THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL
Fourth Sunday of Easter
THEME:
We are shepherds in the likeness of Jesus when we lead others to
hear His voice and follow Him

PROMISE:
“The Lamb...will shepherd them and lead them to
springs of life-giving water.” (Rev 7:17)

WORD:
Acts 13:14, 43-52/ Ps 100:1, 2, 3, 5/ Rv 7:9, 14-17/ Jn
10:27-30

ORDER:
1. My sheep, hear my voice. John 10:27
2. Be an instrument of salvation to the ends of the
earth. Acts 13:47
3.
DIRECTIONS:

4. Seek the Lord diligently by daily readings of the
Word and in adoration prayer.
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""And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
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ﬁ but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13 ﬂ

Community News
"HEAR MY VOICE..."

http://bldtrenton.com

Whenever I think about the voices for vocation, I see them connected with
religious life. However, we must never forget the vocation of married life to
which most of us here have been called. In connection herewith is the gift of
motherhood, which many consider an extraordinary vocation in which we are
also celebrating this Sunday. So, to all the mothers here tonight, Advance
Happy Mother’s Day. Truly, you are a gift to your family. In the broader
reality of universal vocation that we all have, priests, religious, married, and
single. We are all called to be faithful followers of Christ.

5. Attending the community teachings and actively
participate in praise and worship.
6. Respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit through ~ For us, the members of the sheepfold of Jesus, we are to be undeterred even

works of charity and evangelization. when situations and circumstances seem to be working against us. We are to

PSALM: We are his people, the sheep of his flock

remain committed to the call that we have received in the vocation that is ours, and that basic call is referenced so clearly in our gospel tonight. In the
chapter 10 of John, it begins with Jesus identifying Himself as the good shepherd. This image of love and tenderness how God cares for us, how He only
wants to protect us and guide us explicitly identifies him as the Son of God, and it further explains what this means for us who are part of His sheepfold.
“My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”

It further did not help us that the culture we live in dictates having an attitude to have it now, to do it now, to act now. We are in such a rush in every aspect
of our lives that waiting is something of the past. There are times that everything in us says move... move...move, and somehow in our spirit we know we
have no business taking a move yet. Likewise, we must remember that if we have a firm conviction of our faith, then we don’t move until God tells us to
move. The admonition of scripture is that if you don’t know what to do and don’t know how to do it and when to do it, you wait and listen for God’s
instruction. For God has a plan for our life, and He continuously gives us a sense of direction, but if we are not listening, we will miss it, because, you see,
it’s one thing to be guided, it’s something else to be a listener.

As followers of our good shepherd, it is our responsibility to listen to Him. Jesus wants us to understand how absolutely important what He is saying is. His
message is clear, and His goal was to give direction and lead us to make right decisions, Godly decisions. God speaks to those who are willing to listen. All
of us need divine guidance in our lives in every area, and he is ready, willing, and committed to showing us and telling us. So, when we talk about listening
to God, how does He speak? I can tell you that from generation to generation, there are three well-written ways in the Holy Scriptures that God sends His
message to His people, which I am sure most of you know.

First, our good shepherd’s primary way of speaking to us is through His word. The Bible. If we want to know the mind of God, where do we find it? In the
scriptures. If we want to know the will and ways of God, where do we find them? We find them in the scriptures, so if we want to know what to do in each
situation, we want to get in God’s word and start reading. Bear in mind that God is committed to showing you His will, and God assumes full responsibility
in showing us His directions for our lives.

Second, our good shepherd speaks to us through prayers, as I’ve mentioned before, if we want to live and move in Jesus, we have to live and move with
Him in prayer. To know His heart, His direction, His longing, and His vision for our lives and ministries can only be understood through consistent prayer.

Lastly, it is through the quiet promptings of the Holy Spirit. Remember, when we get baptized, the Holy Spirit
comes into our lives to dwell and to seal us as a child of God. One of his works is the work of being a helper,
we have the wonderful promise of the Holy Spirit to prompt us, to guide us, to give us a sense of direction,

to help us in our reasoning, to help us in our thinking, to help us in our faith, to help us in our struggle, to help
us in our questions and doubts, so that we make the wise decisions in our life.

"My sheep hear my voice, and 1
know them, and they follow me:
And 1 give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand." Jobn 10:27-28

By actively listening to our good shepherd’s guidance, we can become more effective in our lives and in leading
others to His sheepfold. It enables us to discern opportunities for sharing faith and to lead others in their faith journey
with authenticity. And for us members of this beloved community, we don’t shy away from the opportunities to extend
pastoral care to our brothers and sisters in this congregation and meet them at different personal, emotional, and
spiritual points in their lives and draw them back to the mercy and loving care of our good shepherd. By fulfilling this,
we can help people heal and create communal bonds with one another; after all, we are called to be brothers’ keepers.
That’s part of who we are... That’s what we are, as faithful disciples of Christ. Tonight, we are invited again to listen
to the voice of our shepherd. To hear His voice, to open the door, and to follow Him, to discover once again that there
is nothing else, we shall want, when the Lord is our shepherd. And in doing so, we will accomplish tonight’s promise
that “the lamb...will shepherd them and lead them to springs of life-giving water.” (Rev 7-17).
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TITHES: $490
LOVE OFFERING: $310

ﬁ g. gg. .

You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Thank you for
your generosity

“So they are no longer two, but one flesh. "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
Therefore what God has joined together, let no / and before you were born I consecrated you"
one separate.” Matthew 19:6 Jeremiah 1:5
Erwin & Grace Bustamante May 9 Tina King May 9
Jeff & Gina Sarmiento George Pe May 9
Edgar & Sherry Arablt Glenn Ramos May 9
Sheryll Dela Cruz May10
Letty Butay May 12
: Tottie Felibrico May 12
Drei Pascual May 12
Manny Crisol May 13
‘ﬂ Ester Tambor May 13
-

Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory
x F

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Fealing Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

From my point of
view, God is the
light that illuminates

the darkness, even ‘{
if it does not |
dissolve it, and a .
spark of divine light 7
is within each of us.
e
) .
e 2¢

I myself have wondered, non and again, nhether
a sense of humor is not a sort of natural
capacity in vs humans that’s some sort of a
reflection of holiness. Humor has something to
do with humility—pompous people con’t laugh.
And with simplicity—sophisticated people can
only offer tinkling and silvery mockery. And with
purity of heart—lechers and glttons can only
leer. And with grace—clods and oafs can only
grunt. And with charity—egetists are seldom
amused. | think the saints are full of merriment.
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f‘%ﬁlcssc<l is the Mother
Who lets the Lord
be her guiding hand,
Whose faith brings her
family courage,
Whose wisdom comes
from God,
and whose children
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So they cast it, and were not dble to pull it in because of the
number of fish. So the disciple whom Jesvs loved said to Peter,
"It is the Lord." — dohn 21:6-1

Many thenks to the BLD Community for your support in another
successtul lsaioh 61 (Solo Parent) Encounter No. 5.

Special thanks to Father Tito Ignacio for guiding our
candidates in the encounter and to Father Mark Nillo for
blessing this encounter. To the sharers, thank you for touching
our lives with your story. To the auxiliories and all the
ministries, thank youv for tirelessly working to support our
sponsoring class in bringing our candidates closer to the Lord.
To the sponsoring class—SPE No. 4, thank you for boldly taking
on the challenge of sponsering lsaiah 6l (9P) Encounter.

May the grace of the Lord, Jesus Christ, be With you always as
you continve on with the journey!

Isaiah (SP) Ministry Coordinators
Michele ond Evelyn
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