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7th Sunday in Ordinary Time Diocese of Trenton

'
We are purified to be holy when we are forgiving to those
who have wronged us.

http://bldtrenton.com

PROMISE: "And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
“He pardons all your iniquities, heals all your ills. He but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13

redeems your life from destruction, crowns you with kindness
and compassion.” (Ps 103:2, 4) F O R G I V E N E S S

Jesus, who was scourged, made to carry a heavy cross, spit upon, crucified said “Father, forgive

| Sm 2622, 7.9, 12, 13,22, 23/“}{?%?21_4’ 810,12, 13/ 1 _them, they know not what they do”‘ (Lk 23:34), without any hint of anger, hatred or vengeance, and
Cor 15:45.49/ Lk 6:27-38 instead full of love, mercy and forgiveness.

ORDER: Pope John Paull II, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, to name a few, endured significant

“Love your enemies and do good to them” (Luke 6:27) physical and emotional pains, yet nothing stopped them from forgiving their oppressors. Why are

some people able to forgive huge hurts while many of us are unable or unwilling to forgive much

DIRECTIONS: lesser hurts? The Scripture readings on this seventh Sunday of the Ordinary time have one main

theme: the power of Christian love when exercised in unconditional forgiveness.

—

Pray for the strength to forgive those who hurt us.

2. Forgive others totally and completely and do not | . . .
Seef vengeance. v P The first reading from the 1st Book of Samuel gives us a clear image of self-control, forgiveness and

3. Be patient with the shortcomings of others. mercy. David turned down Abishai’s offer to “nail Saul to the ground with one thrust of the spear.”
David would not harm God’s anointed king. His sense of justice, spirit of forgiveness, and respect

PSALM: The Lord is kind and merciful

for Divine authority helped him to go beyond the retaliation which others were expecting from him. If David can forgive his mortal enemy,
so can, and so should we. In the second reading (I Cor. 15:45-49) St. Paul encourages us to remember that by Baptism we share in the
spiritual nature of Jesus — the “last Adam”. We Christians are expected to go beyond our earthly, natural desire to seek revenge and
retaliation. We are to offer the Christian response of forgiveness and mercy.

Luke’s Gospel contains four commands of Jesus: love, forgive, do good, and pray. Jesus teaches us to follow His and the Heavenly Father’s
examplesto rejectour natural inclination of revenge. Jesus wants us to give the love that deeply cares for others because they are created in
God’s image.

Christ knows perfectly well that hurts and wounds do not heal fast. Sometimes scars do not disappear during one’s lifetime. However, by
forgiving others, we free ourselves from the chains of negative emotions, enabling personal growth and a renewed sense of peace. As He
promised in Ps 103:2, 4, “Hepardons all your iniquities, heals all your ills. He redeems your lifefrom destruction, crowns you with kindness
and compassion.” Not only did Jesus give us an example of forgiveness to follow, but He also unlocked the door to restoration between us
and God.

The same process is required in our relationships - with our families, with our friends, with our brothers and sisters in the Community - with
one another. It is possible to forgive and not see the relationship restored, just as those who ignore the forgiveness of Jesus and never come to
a restored relationship with Him. However, forgiveness makes restoration possible, no matter how shattered the relationship may be.
Forgiveness is a powerful tool to restore and rebuild broken relationships.

Our Community plays an active role in bringing Jesus’ teachings on love and forgiveness through our Formation Program. The relevant
teachings on Christian Love, Christian Faith, Repairing Wrongdoing, just to name a few, promote respect, love, harmony, unity and peace,
amongbrothers and sisters in the BLD community and outside the community, and are intended to bring the change in and transform us to
become a living image of the compassionate and forgiving Christ.The real test of our Christianity is our ability to love those who dislike,
despise, or hurt us. These require a full-hearted cooperation with God’s grace.

Jesus commands us to“Love your enemies and do good to them”, a call for us to bring to our hearts and pray with sincerity what Jesus taught
us in the Lord’s Prayer. “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”

Let us respond to God’s call, asking the Holy Spirit’s help to:

1. Pray for the strength to forgive those who hurt us.

* Praying for someone who has wronged us can help release resentment and bring healing.
This encourages us to forgive and ask God to bless those who have caused us pain. By
following Jesus’ command to love our enemies, we open our hearts to God’s grace and peace.

2. Forgive others totally and completely and do not seek vengeance.
* We are called to a life of mercy, just like David showed mercy to Saul. Mercy means
choosing kindness over revenge. It means forgiving others, even when it is hard.

3. Be patient with the shortcomings of others.
* As we are given the Promise inPsalm103:Always praise the Lord and remember His kindness F ORGIVENESS
- forgiving sins, healing ailments, and saving from despair, showing endless mercy and love
- far surpassing our own shortcomings and so we should also do the same.
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TITHE:
LOVE OFFERING: T.B.D

Thank you for
your generosity

T.B.D.

Ontivee @WF Cod's Blessing

You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

‘So they are no longer two, but

one flesh. Therefore nhat God

has joined together, let no one
separate." Matthew 9:6
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‘Before \ Formed you in the nomb |
knen you, and beFore you were born |
consecrated you" Jeremiah |:5

Loni Hombrebueno  Feb 2|

Malv Mavlion Feb 22
John Alberto Feb 23
Fred Poblete Feb 23
Jackie DelValle Feb 24
Josie Rodriguez Feb 24
John Young Feb 24
Mabe! Bartoclllo Feb 25
Dennis Buenafe Feb. 25
Raquel Adame Feb 26
Roy Roldan Feb 26
cecll Sanchez Feb 26
Nelia Doropan Feb 271
Ester Pangan Feb 27

Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Mama Mary's Visit
For Prayer Service

Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

Fealing Mass

1Ist Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Praise and Worship

2nd, 3rd, 4th (& S5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
MARCH 21 - 23, 2025

WHAT IS MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Ave Mara Retreat House
The National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa

654 Ferry Road Doylestown, PA 18301
Reglstration Fae: §250.00 per couple

for Meals and Accommodation v
Friday 6:30 pm - Sunday 4:00 pm

For regletration and all Inqulres, contaet:
Loule/Lani Hombreoueno (732) 801 - 8740
Danilean Calarata (732) 267 - 3434 | ToyiMalen Juaraz (609) 954-2300

Sin as!

1. March 1st- Witness Development Workshop at St
Veronica Parish Hall (10AM — 4PM)

REGISTRATION
Open to couplos marriod sacramentally in tho Catholic
or Church,

2. Marriage Encounter 24 - March 21-23 at the Ave
Maria
Retreat House. The deadline for submitting
registration
form is March 7 th . Aggressively follow up your
potential candidates. Minimum of 6 couples are
required to go forward with the Encounter.

Contact persons:
Hombrebueno and Juarez
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