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Community News 
THEME:   
 We are renewed 

in mind and 
heart when we 
lovingly reconcile 
with one another. 

 
PROMISE:  

“If two of you 
agree on earth 
about any-
thing...it shall be 
granted...by my 
heavenly Fa-
ther.” (Mt 18: 19) 

 
WORD: 
 Ez 33: 7-9/ Ps 95: 

1-2, 6-7, 8-9/ Rom 
13: 8-10/ Mt 18: 
15-20 

 
ORDER: 
 You shall love 

your neighbor as 
yourself. (Rom 
13: 19b) 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Remain recon-

ciled and in soli-
darity with our 
families, parishes 
and BLD commu-
nity. 

 Take to heart the 
good we can do 
together as there 
is power in unity. 

This Sunday’s  
Counsel 

REFLECTION: 
 This Sunday, the 
23rd Sunday in ordi-
nary time, the Word 
of God provides the 
way to dealing with 
conflicts and differ-
ences. It exhorts us 
to heal division, re-
store unity, and build 
a community of mu-
tual understanding, 
care, and solidarity. 
It does not take away the hard work of telling 
the truth and correcting; it teaches us that 
Christian discipleship is to follow the exam-
ple of the One who heals, restores, and ac-
companies others on the road of wholesome 
transformation. 
 As Christ’s disciples, we must embrace 
that transformation. “We are renewed in 
mind and heart when we lovingly reconcile 
with one another”. St. Paul’s encouragement 
in the 2nd Reading gives us the Order, re-
minding us of the obligation to love one an-
other which eventually should transform us 
as protectors of each other’s soul.  “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself” – a responsi-
bility that is geared toward the love of the 
other since the true and intrinsic character of 
Christians is love. From God’s love emanates 
peace, humility, and unity.  
 PEACE. Peace as defined is a period in 
which there is no disturbance. However, it is 
dangerous to identify peace as the absence of 

disturbance or con-
flict because a forced 
or negotiated peace 
may end the external 
conflict, but the inner 
turmoil remains.  
 This Sunday’s 
Gospel from Matthew 
is called the “church 
order” discourse 
where Jesus speaks 
more directly about 
matters of Church 

discipline and order. In the Gospel reading, 
Jesus addresses a common occurrence in the 
Christian community: a dispute between two 
members of the Church. Jesus outlines a pro-
cedure for settling such matters fairly.  
 This is indeed a strict teaching about com-
munity living and fraternal correction. Jesus 
insists on the virtue of reconciliation as a nec-
essary path to healing that requires rigorous 
process, the most respectful approach to fra-
ternal correction. 
 Jesus does not discourage disagreement 
within the community of the Church; he ac-
knowledges the reality of conflict and error 
and offers his disciples a means for address-
ing such matters.  
 Our own Community is no stranger to con-
flicts. In our 22 years of existence, we’ve gone 
through a number of disagreements or differ-
ences of opinions or storms, if you will. But 
here we are, we continue to stand in God’s 
presence. These conflicts test our faith but at 
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I will bow down in  
worship before you,  

O Lord my God,  
the rock of my salvation. 

 Why should anyone spend 
his or her life for the Gospel? 
That is a question I would ask 
you... The Christian life moves 

forward by asking questions, like chil-
dren who are always asking new 
things, because at their age they do not 
understand everything. The Christian 
life draws us close to the Lord and al-
ways asks questions, in order that we 
will better understand the Lord, better 
understand his teaching. 
 

     ~  Pope Francis 

For Mama Mary’s visit  -  Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407 
For Prayer Service   -  Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962       

Online Giving 
You can now send your tithes     
 and love offerings via Paypal.  
 Donate link can be found at 
 www.bldtrenton.com 
 

Or mail check to: 
 BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc. 
 P.O. Box  1367 
  Toms River, NJ 08754 

   Anniversary 

God’s Blessings 
Birthday 

 
 

 

David & Liberty Baliscao   9/8 

Pearl Labitoria-Catarata   9/13   

Raquel Arriola     9/8 
Aaron Cruz       9/9  
Manny Palacios    9/10 
Sam dela Pena     9/10 

Jean DeJean     9/11 
Baby Inid     9/11  
Mike Salada   9/12  
Elena Madarang  9/13  

The Lord’s  
Provision  

 

September 1, 2023 
 

Tithe    :$235.00 
Love Offering   :$182.00 

 

Thank you for your 
generosity!!! 

   

 

            

                                               

  

Christian Life 

the same time make us grow. It’s only 
when we are tested that we can be 
proven and made stronger.  
 Our BLD Community or the bigger 
Church is not an assembly of perfect 
people, but of imperfect persons seek-
ing perfection in which each one must 
adopt the character of prudence in 
dealing with each other’s weaknesses. 
 The Gospel gives the message of 
hope and peace, that is, Jesus is pre-
sent with the community and will 
guide the community in its relations. 
If decisions are taken in prayer, then 
the community can be assured of 
God’s love, His assistance, and His 
presence in each and every one of us. 
 HUMILITY. Both the giver and 
the receiver, individually or as a Com-
munity, benefit from the practice of 
fraternal correction. This act of Chris-
tian charity does not only bear fruits 
of peace and mercy but also requires 
the practice of the virtue of humility. 
 Individually, humility strengthens 
our desire to be closer to God and be-
come true disciples in his eyes. When 
we are humble, the Lord can draw 
close to us because we are not full of 
ourselves. If we have been emptied of 
ourselves, the Lord can pour His own 
life into us. Humility is the key to the 
Lord’s own heart; it is the being and 
foundation of all holiness and every 
virtue. 
 In the Community, humility 
strengthens our unity at every level, 
thus giving greater effectiveness to 
our evangelizing mission; it guaran-
tees faithfulness to the spirit of Jesus 
Christ; and it enables us to experience 
the security of knowing that we can 
count on the help of our brothers and 
sisters in the faith. 
 One of the pledges of being a Com-
mitted and Covenanted disciple is 
that we should “Remain reconciled 
and in solidarity with other members 
of BLD Community”. Each one of us 
has a responsibility to heed St. Paul’s 
exhortation in the 2nd reading, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself”. 

Paul’s message is nothing new to us, 
we have heard Christ say the same 
thing in his gospels, so we need to 
look at today’s gospel reading with 
love and humility to address difficult 
circumstances that confront our Com-
munity. 
 UNITY. Jesus promised that “If 
two of you agree on earth about any-
thing ….it shall be granted … by my 
heavenly Father.” ( Mt 18: 19 ) 
 There is power in unity if we take 
to heart the good we can all do to-
gether. The gospel calls us to unity 
and reconciliation through sincere 
forgiveness of one another. We can 
see that all the readings are con-
nected, inviting us to care for each 
other.  
 In our Community, we act to-
gether so that we may help one an-
other in God’s Name, thereby multi-
plying our resources and ability to do 
what God calls us to do. Through our 
links to one another in Christ, a ca-
pacity rises in our community, ena-
bling us to draw on God’s power to 
make healing and life-giving love 
more effective among us. We come 
together, we stay together, we work 
together –- in our Lord’s Name, bring-
ing to focus the Presence of God and 
unleashing the power of the Spirit –- 
to transform our lives. When we 
gather in Jesus’ name and invoke his 
presence, the action opens our hearts 
to allow Him to be a part of us and of 
what we do.  
 Humility brings unity. With unity 
there will be true peace. From peace 
springs forth love. And with love, God 
is with us. 
 Lord, let us be the generation of 
reconciliation and peace. Give us 
humble hearts that would lead us to 
heal division, restore unity, and build 
a community of mutual understand-
ing, care, and solidarity. Let us serve 
you, Lord, in unity so others will be-
lieve that You are the only one true 
foundation of this holy race and na-
tion. AMEN. 
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