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"And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,

but the greatest of these is LOVE"  1 Corinthians 13:13

    THEME:
We receive God’s boundless love when we repent of
our wrongdoings and are reconciled with God

  PROMISE:
“You are here with me always, everything I have is
yours.” (Lk 15:31)

      WORD:

Jos 5:9-12/ Ps 34:2-7/ 2 Cor 5:17-21/ Lk 15:1-3, 11

   ORDER:

1. “Be reconciled to God.” (2Cor 5:20)
2. “Be ambassadors for Christ.” (2Cor 5:17)
3. “Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.” (Ps 34)

 DIRECTIONS:

1. Avail of the Sacrament of Reconciliation
2. Be a good witness and show mercy to all.
3. Receive and be transformed by the Holy Eucharist
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REPENT AND BE RECONCILED
The theme for tonight says it all, we are all called to repent all our sins and be reconciled with
God. To be reconciled with God, we first need to be reconciled with our brothers and sisters in
Christ, easy, right? Repenting for all our sins is easy, we do this every day. We ask for
forgiveness, we say sorry and make amends for the wrongdoings we have committed. The sad
thing is, that we cannot seem to forgive, we have a hard time forgiving. Earlier tonight, I asked
the question, why is it so easy to ask for forgiveness, yet so hard to forgive?

The Gospel reading for tonight on the Prodigal Son represents all of us, seeking the mercy and
forgiveness of our Father for all our sins. We all assume this parable was all about the younger
son and the loving father, but it was meant to highlight the older son. Let me remind all of you
tonight why this parable was written by Luke, one of 3 parables from this chapter. Jesus

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord
addresses all these parables to the Pharisees and scribes, He calls out their stubbornness, their hardened hearts, and their judgemental attitudes
towards sinners. Much like the older brother who cannot seem to forgive his younger brother. His loyalty and service to his father somehow gave
him the false sense of entitlement, that he deserves more. From tonight’s promise, “You are here with me always, everything I have is yours.”

The younger brother saw himself as unworthy because of all his transgressions, and the older brother saw himself as deserving because of his
obedience. Let’s go through this statement again……..

From the Gospel reading, “his father came out and pleaded with him” Lk 15:28. In both cases, the father came out, to meet his sons, showing His
love and mercy for both of them, equally. We have to ask, why was the older son obedient, was he obedient because he expected something, a bigger
share of the inheritance? He was obedient because he expected more, much more. Deserve, a sense of entitlement is the worst reason for obedience.
We should all examine ourselves, and ask ourselves what is the reason for our obedience, is it because I expect something in return? Our obedience,
my brothers and sisters in Christ should be because we love Him first and foremost, we love Him because He loved us first. This should be the only
reason for our obedience nothing else.

We pray continuously, and unceasingly and try to live our lives in accord with His will. Yet, are we not following the Pharisees, scribes, and the
older brother, when we start looking to others and only see their sins? Has our faith blinded us to our faults, our sins, and our shortcomings even
though we don’t think we have any? We often think that sometimes life is not fair, we pray to our God, we follow His statutes and yet we see others
less deserving gaining everything in this life. We sometimes ask, why do we have to go through all these difficulties, loss of loved ones, and
tragedies and we are loyal to His will. We have not broken any of His statutes and commandments, but we still suffer injustice and all these
heartaches. Are we not promised blessings and graces if we follow His will? Yes, we are promised all these and in good measure, our good Father
has never failed to pour an abundance of His graces on us. These blessings and graces are His answer and help, for us to get through all these
sufferings and difficulties. Having God in our lives does not save us from difficulties but it gives us the strength to get through them, He gives us the
grace to overcome life here on earth.

Let us not be led astray by false prophets who promise prosperity if we follow them. This is the big lie, the falsehood that following the Gospel,
following Jesus Christ will lead to a comfortable and bountiful life here on earth. Yes, my brothers and sisters, if we follow this path we will surely
be rich in the wrong things, we will be rich in this world and not the next. Faith is not grown in still waters but in turbulent times, through the storms
in our lives.

My brothers and sisters, we worship Jesus Christ on the cross, our crucified Savior who
suffered greatly for us all, for our redemption. We do not worship Jesus Christ on a
throne, we worship Him on the cross, which should lead us to accept our own sufferings.
So I exhort everyone here tonight, to strive and endure through this life, embrace our
sufferings and our crosses, for His glory, and for us to be united in His cross.
These sufferings and difficulties are the blessings and graces we need to strengthen and
build our faith, our faith that if we are united with Him through our cross, we will be
rich in His love and mercies. We will have a life of abundance in heaven with our Father.



The Lord 's
Provision
March 21, 2025

Thank you for
your generosity

TITHES:    $155
LOVE OFFERING:   $440

Online  Giving
You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at  www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit       Beth Felibrico  732-995-7407
For Prayer Service   Mary Anne Arias  732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request To:
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

God 's   Blessings
Annivesary Birthday

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you"

Jeremiah 1:5

"So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no
one separate."  Matthew 19:6

Healing  Mass
1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Praise and Worship
2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th)  Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21

HIS WORD. YOUR JOURNEY. TOGETHER.

Did you know?

Ellen Epino Mar 25
Maria San Rafael Mar 28
Pris Brendia Mar 29
Noreen Vergara       Mar 29
Carlo Derecho         Mar 29
Nin Brendia Mar 30
Jamie Fune Mar 30
Jho-Jho Alabastro Mar 30
Gay Anito  Mar 31
Elora Kho Mar 31
Walter Cintron Apr 1
Allan Diaz  Apr 1
Maria Kelly          Apr 1
Elvie Atienza Apr 3
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“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name;
good indeed is the LORD, His mercy endures forever, his faithfulness lasts through every
generation.” (Ps 100:4-5)

We wish you blessings!

The MLA would like to thank the whole BLD Trenton Community for being fishers of men by
welcoming 7 couples to our fold through the loving arms of the Juarez Shepherds and the
Paderon co-Shepherd. Thank you for offering your Blood, Sweat, and Tears in this community
endeavor.

Your Blood, for traveling far and wide and offering your intercessory prayers in our
powerhouse Vigil room.

Your Sweat as offered by the Catarata and their “energizer bunny” ME 23 and to our mentors,
the Butays.

Your Tears as offered by our Spiritual Director, Fr Mark Nillo who provided us with
theological wisdom and our heart-piercing sharers, the Dizons and Mortes.

This was truly a Community love offering as given by the Praise Ministry’s music of joy and
gratitude, the Secretariat’s printing support, the Word Ministry’s Directory preparation, the
Liturgical Ministry’s Mass service, the Service Ministry’s food preparation, and to all the
selfless and generous Auxiliary. Thank you for sharing your Time, Treasure and Talent. Thank
you for serving outside of your comfort zone. Let us seek the will of the Lord as we grow
together. Let us continue to encourage one another. All for His Glory!
Agape,
Lani and Louie (MLA)

Thank you... from MLA
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