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"And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,

but the greatest of these is LOVE"  1 Corinthians 13:13

Volume 25, Issue 2

    THEME:
We share the light of Christ when we acknowledge Him
as the beloved Son of God.

  PROMISE:
"... upon whom I have put my spirit, he shall bring forth
justice to the nations."  (Is 42:1b)

      WORD:
Is 42:1-4, 6-7/ Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10/ Acts 10:34-38/ Lk 3:15-16,
21-22

   ORDER:
1. "Give to the Lord the glory due his name."
        (Ps 29:2)
2. "Open the eyes of the blind ... those who live in

darkness." (Is 42:7)

 DIRECTIONS:
1. In everything that we do, do it for the glory of God.
2. Be a light for the world by being a witness for Christ

THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL
1st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Bukas Loob Sa Diyos
Diocese of Trenton

Community News

"You are my beloved Son, with you I am very pleased"

January 10, 2025

PSALM:                  PRAISE THE LORD, JERUSALEM

Heaven was closed for many years. Prophet Isaiah and the other prophets before him, prayed
that God would break open the heavens and reach down to save them. Until the time, John has
been proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, and after all the people
had been baptized, he baptized Jesus in the river of Jordan.

Heaven was opened, and it marked a special moment in the history of revelation. God has, at
last, answered the prayers His people have poured out over the generations. It was the opening
of heaven, that justice changed the separation between humanity and God, bringing us back to
the dawn of creation, when the Spirit hovered over the water. God was once again actively
intervening in human affairs, through a very special agent of His own choosing, His beloved Son.

When a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” The voice from heaven affirms Jesus as the beloved
Son of God, expressing the divine confirmation of His identity and mission. It also suggests that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah who has
come to save God’s people. God formed Jesus to set Him as a covenant of the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, in
order for them to see His Holiness, to enable the prisoners brought out from their confinement, so they can live in the Spirit of God, and for
those who were living in darkness, they will be able to see the light of His truth and righteousness.

Jesus’ baptism, symbolizes His identification with humanity, His submission to God’s will, and the beginning of His public ministry that ends
in His death on the cross for our salvation. The presence of the Holy Spirit was prominent in this passage, as the Spirit descends upon Jesus in
the form of a dove, it signified His anointing and empowerment for His ministry, as we heard God in the first Reading, and I quote, “Here is
my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit: He shall bring forth justice to the
nations.”

The baptism also indicates that a new creation is about to take place, that God was about to re-create the world. God will restore the old plan
He intended, and He will start things fresh. This will take place with the new baptism Jesus will introduce, a baptism that John describes as
not merely of water, but holy Spirit and fire, indicating that, unlike his own, it will have intrinsic power to forgive sin. God has thus set the
stage to destroy the effects of original sin and fulfill the promise He made to Isaiah in 65:17: “Lo, I am about to create new heavens and a
new earth; The things of the past shall not be remembered or come to mind.”

In our own baptism, God has forgiven our original sin. We are a new creation. As we all walk on our journey, we learn to recognize life, as a
gift of love. We live in this love, and we should have an understanding that the Sacrament of Baptism, initiated us into the divine family of
our heavenly Father, and as a believer, we can sense the belonging and unity it brings, for we are His delight.

Our theme for tonight is to share the light of Christ when we acknowledge Jesus as the beloved Son of God. It means that we must focus on
living a life that reflects Christ’s love and character through acts of kindness, service, and genuine compassion towards others, while actively
sharing our faith through words and actions. Brothers and sisters in Christ, all the readings tonight remind each one of us, that God created us
to shine, to share, to be a light to those around us. Not to be partial, in bringing hope to the hopeless, in showing strength to the weak, and to
give comfort to those who are in distress in their lives. It is through us that God’s light illuminates & comes to life. It also pleases God,
because happiness exists in each of us, because we bear His image within.

Think about it, in His grace, God gave us a mouth, so we can smile and speak kind and
uplifting words. He gave us arms and hands, so we could hug each other and wipe away
tears. God gave us ears, so we can hear, listen, and understand one another. He gave us
emotions, so we can love and reach out to our brothers and sisters. All of these are ways we
are allowing the light of Christ to shine through us. These simple acts have deep meaning
and purpose. They give us an opportunity to grow, and to draw closer to the Heavenly
Father, to the Savior and to the Holy Spirit, enabling us to hold up our light for the world,
and being a good witness for Christ, because we are His beloved as well.



The Lord 's
Provision

January 3, 2025

Thank you for
your generosity

TITHE:   $470.00
LOVE OFFERING:   $188.00

Online  Giving
You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at  www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit       Beth Felibrico  732-995-7407
For Prayer Service   Mary Anne Arias  732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request To:
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

God 's   Blessings
Annivesary Birthday

Healing  Mass
1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Praise and Worship
2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th)  Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

’

LSS # 24 GRAND REUNION

HIS WORD. YOUR JOURNEY. TOGETHER.

Did you know?

Let 
us

su
pport

’

Baptism of the Lord
May you live out your mission of
sharing in the ministry of Jesus and of
proclaiming the GOoD News of
GOD’s love for others
We are reminded as we recall our own Baptism, that like
Jesus, we are being sent out on a mission of proclaiming
the GOoD News of the GOD’s love for others.  This is our
calling and our mission.  We must make known to others
the message of Jesus and the salvation He brought us
through His death and resurrection.  We, as sons and
daughters of GOD, must share the Gospel with others by
“doing GOoD” and allowing them to experience the grace
that comes in and through Jesus.
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"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you"  Jeremiah 1:5
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"So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."  Matthew 19:6
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Nestor & Cecile Vasquez     Jan 12
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