This Sunday’s
Counsel

THEME:
We know and follow
Christ’s teachings
when we rely on God’s
wisdom and plan.

PROMISE:
“The Lord our God...
prosper the work of
our hands.” (Ps
90:17b)

WORD:
Wis 9:13-18b/ Ps 90:3-
4,5-6,12-13, 14 &17/
Phmn 9-10, 12-17/ Lk
14:25-33

ORDERS:

o Carry your cross and
come after me. (Lk
14:27b)

e Renounce your posses-
sions and be my disci-
ple. (Lk 14-33b)

o Serve me. (Phmn 13)

DIRECTIONS:

e Trust in the Lord with
all of your heart, mind
and soul.

e Embrace your suffer-
ings for the redemp-
tion of our sins includ-
ing the poor souls in
purgatory and as a
sacrifice for others.

e Put God above all
else.

o Generously offer your
time, talent and treas-
ure for God’s glory.
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Carry Your Cross

REFLECTION:

Most of us learn
from the teaching of the
Church since we are
young either by learn-
ing in school and or
Sunday Mass. From our
young age we were all
taught to love God
above all else so that
we can be called His
disciples. However, fol-
lowing Him is not a
walk in the park, we
have lots of tempta-
tions, destructions and
our transgressions
which is the nature of
being human. The Lord is telling us that
we must deny ourselves, our family, our
priorities, plans and ambitions to put
Him first.

Following our Lord’s commandments
and teachings is a devotion and a prom-
ise one person needs to keep. It is in our
human nature to always try to take the
easy way out if we can. We do not want
to feel pain or hardship; however, we
must all remember that our Lord Jesus
Christ learned to follow His Father. No
matter how Holy and Divine He 1s, He
sacrificed Himself to the point of cruci-
fixion and even death on the cross for

our sake. He always sus-
tains us and never will
abandon us. How can we
even repay him even a
little? It is never about
us. We all must deny
anything even, ourselves,
and follow Him. But
even then, it will not be
enough compared to His
endless love & grace for
us. We must completely
rely on His wisdom and
trust His plans for the
Lord promised that He
will prosper the works of
our hands. The Lord will
always be the same, He
will always be our refuge.

The Lord has His perfect plan for us
and we must persevere and embrace the
trials that come our way because our
sufferings make us closer to Him. We
must always remember to get our
strength from the Lord who will not put
us to anything that we are unable to
handle. We must stay focus on the Lord,
to hold firmly to Him. He will give us the
grace to walk in the path that he
planned for us.

Our Lord loves us so that He gave us
freedom to choose and a free will. The
love of God compels us to choose; the
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Tending
the
Flock

me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:37). By add-
ing ‘more than me,’ it is plain that he permits us to
love, but not more than we love him. He demands
our highest affection for himself and that very cor-
rectly. The love of God in those who are perfect in
mind has something in it superior both to the
honor due to parents and to the natural affection

felt for children.

~ Cyril of Alexandria, 375-444 A.D.
Commentary on Luke, Homily 105

Not More Than Him

He says, “He that loves father or Q
mother more than me is not worthy of me.
He that loves son or daughter more than 4{&

A

Last Week’s Prophecies

o My child, when I created you, I inherently
placed a homing device in your heart that
leads you back to Me. Instinctively use it to be
guided and directed whenever you are spiritu-
ally lost.

e My child, I am holding your heart in the
palm of My hand. I know your pains and
struggles. Remain faithful and follow my command-
ments. I promise you life everlasting with Me in heaven.

o My children, in my Father’s house, I have prepared a
place for you. If you fall, I will be there to pick you up. I
will be with you always. I will be waiting for you. I love
you, My children.
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yowr servent, O Lovrd;
feacih me to- nuwmber my days aright
and prosper the work of my hands.

Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Mama Mary’s visit - Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service - Bert & Cora Velez 732-688-1541

True Conquerors

There exists no other way to accomplish God’s
will than to assume the strength of the humble,
there is no other way. Precisely because they are

such, the humble appear weak and as losers in the eyes of
men and women, whereas in reality, they are the true con-
querors because they are the ones who confide completely

in the Lord and know his will. It is, in fact, “to the humble

that God reveals his secrets, and by the humble he is glori-

fied” (cf. Sir 3:19-20).

Humility does not consist in belittling ourselves, but
rather in that healthy realism that makes us recognize our
potentials as well as our misery. Beginning with our mis-
ery, humility makes us take our gaze off ourselves in order
to turn it toward God, to the One who can do everything
and who even obtains for us what we would not succeed in
obtaining on our own. “All things can be done for the one
who believes” (Mk 9:23).

~ Pope Francis
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world. However, the answer is
within us and only Jesus Christ
can truly set us free from the
power of sin. Knowledge without
actions and implementation is
nothing. We must learn to put the
teaching of Christ in action which
in itself is a challenge that we can
all consider the biggest cross all
of us carries. To trust in His wis-
dom and plan for us, to surrender
everything to the Lord — then
and only then can we say that we
are a disciple of the Lord which is
what He wanted of all of us. The

question is who do you love and Lord then
prioritize in our lives. Oftentimes, will let His
idolatry is one human weakness. face shine
We must identify within our- upon us and
selves what is the matter of make us re-
greatest importance. In this alize that He
world is it very hard since we are 1is the only
always ruled by this materialistic way, the

truth and the life. There is no
other way to Him!

Holy Spirit we are asking to
strengthen us as we follow You, it
will not be easy but we have our
full faith & confidence in You
that you will never leave us and
will always be there with us. We
thank you for giving us our own
free will to use according to your
will and to choose the path that
you wish for us. Take our bor-
rowed life and all that we have
and make it Yours, for Your Glory
now and always.




