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THEME:  We 
possess the 
h e a r t  a n d 
character of 
Christ when we 
bear our cross, 
like Mary.  

 
PROMISE: “…

the gracious 
care of the Lord 
( b e )  i s 
o u r s … ” ( P s 
90:17)  

 
WORD: Wis 9:13-

18/ Ps 90:3-6, 
12-14, 17/ Phil 
9-10, 12-17/ Lk 
14:25-33  

 
ORDER: 
 “…Come after 

me…be my 
disciple.” (Lk 
14:27b)  

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Be a good 

steward and 
do the work of 
God with a 
humble heart. 

 Soak yourself 
in prayer when 
you ask the 
Father for 
your needs.  
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Community News 
REFLECTION: Following Jesus is not 
an easy task. One has to have a deep love 
and personal relationship with Him to 
even consider being His disciple. 
 The central message of this Sunday’s 
Readings is the cost of discipleship. 
 Our 1st Reading from the Book of Wis-
dom underscores the difference between 
the true wisdom of God and human wis-
dom, which is fallible and prone to error, 
because despite the spiritual nature of the 
soul, the human body is corruptible, faint-
hearted, and weak. 
 In his book, Footprints on the Moun-
tain, Roland Faley describes true wisdom 
as that which “enables the person to be 
guided by the interests of the soul rather 
than those of the body.” Because it comes 
from God, God’s word in the Bible reveals 
to us the truth about who Jesus is, in-
structing us how to follow Him and live 
our lives according to His image and like-
ness, that we may acquire His heart and 
character. 
 To be a true Christian disciple is to 
acquire Christ’s heart and character. This 
is not an easy task. It requires dedication 
and total commitment to allow Jesus to 
take precedence and priority over all 
other considerations and decisions, re-
gardless of personal cost. Yes, it demands 
dying to self, to one’s pride, to personal 
interests, goals and possessions, a detach-

ment from earthly things, and a readiness 
to surrender oneself when the call of the 
hour is a choice between human priorities 
and God’s will. 
 God loves each one of us dearly, and he 
is not telling us to dishonor our parents. 
But He is telling us that our allegiance is 
first and foremost to Him, and all other 
human concerns, including our responsi-
bility to our families, are subordinate or 
secondary considerations. He is not even 
asking us to make a drastic change, but to 
carefully weigh our options and grow in 
our love for Him as we entrust our choices 
in life to Him as we follow Him in faith. 
 The Psalm reminds us of the tempo-
rary nature of our days on earth, that we 
are mere transients in this world, and 
that time is of the essence in living out 
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The Cost Of Discipleship 

 Monica was born to Christian parents in fourth century North Africa.  She 
was given to marriage to a pagan husband who often criticized her because of 
her charity and piety.  She served her husband with humility for many years 
and prayed for him to accept Christianity.  On his deathbed, he finally asked to 
be baptized and enjoy the grace of God. 

 If converting her husband was hard, Monica had an even more difficult time trying to 
bring her son Augustine to God.  She prayed often and persistently but with little apparent 
success.  Many priests even told her his conversion would not be possible and that 
Augustine’s soul was too far from God.  But Monica replied, “Nothing is far from God.” 

 Monica never stopped praying.  She followed Augustine to Rome and then to Milan, 
always trying to convince him to see the error of his ways.  She also performed many charita-
ble works for the poor and joined a convent to strengthen her own faith while seeking to convert her son. 

She also received the counsel of St. Ambrose, who was able to win Augustine’s heart to Christ.  Augustine 
became a bishop and a saint.  Monica had prayed for his conversion for seventeen years, saying “it is not possi-
ble that the son of so many tears should perish.” 

Monica died in the year 387 and is regarded as patron saint of married women. 

Saint Monica: Patron of Wives and Widows 
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T H E M E :  We 
possess  the 
h e a r t  a n d 
character of 
Christ when we 
are merciful, 
compassionate 
and forgiving.  

 
PROMISE: “…

there will be 
more joy in 
heaven over one 
s i n n e r  w h o 
repents…” (Lk 
15:7)  

 
WORD: Ex 32:7-

11,13-14/ Ps 
5 1 : 3 - 4 ,1 2 - 1 3 , 
17,19/ 1Tim 1:12
-17/ Lk 15:1-32  

 
ORDER: 
 “...Go after the 

lost ones and 
rejoice with me 
when they are 
found...” (Lk 
15:4 & 6)  

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Reach out to 

your brothers 
and sisters.  

 R e m a i n 
reconciled and 
in solidarity 
with members 
o f  t h e 
community. 
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Community News 
REFLECTION: O u r 
theme summed up very 
well what the Lord wants 
to say to us in this Sun-
day’s readings. “We possess 
the heart and character of 
Christ when we are merci-
ful, compassionate and for-
giving.” When we have 
Christ’s heart and charac-
ter, we are then created in 
his image and likeness. 
This is the closest that we 
can be “in the person of 
Christ”. 
 In the three readings we saw how God 
gave his mercy, compassion and forgive-
ness abundantly and without any pre-
condition. God did not wait for the sinners 
to repent first before giving his own for-
giveness. He did not wait for the Israel-
ites, in the First Reading, to come back to 
Him before He relented in the punish-
ment He had threatened them.  In the 
Second Reading, Paul, the foremost of sin-
ners becomes the foremost example of 
Christ’s mercy. In the gospel, the story of 
“search, found and celebration” aptly de-
pict an image of our heavenly Father wel-
coming us with open arms. 
 We are all offered compassion and for-
giveness by God, but sadly not all em-
brace it. In the Order, Jesus is calling us 

to be united with Him, be in 
His person, as the power of 
His mercy is what will 
bring the lost ones back to 
Him. Our Direction, which 
is to reach out and remain 
reconciled, is an encourage-
ment for us to be humble 
and initiate reconciliation. 
Just like the prodigal son, 
his father’s love could not 
have reached him without 
his humility to admit his 
faults and repentance, with-
out his determination to 

make the long journey back home. He re-
alized in his heart that he did something 
atrocious to his father. But he’s brave and 
humble enough to recognize and admit it. 
 If we do not embrace the compassion 
and forgiveness offered by God, we also 
cannot be compassionate and forgiving to 
others. The more it will make reconcilia-
tion difficult and solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters becomes unattain-
able. Anger, resentment, envy and other 
negative feelings are what will fill our 
heart and will fail us to see the celebra-
tion for the finding of the lost just like the 
elder son in the parable of prodigal son. 
 Let us ask the Lord for the grace to 
repent, to seek forgiveness and to grant 
forgiveness. 

Mercy, Compassion, Forgiveness 

 Robert Bellarmine was born in 1542 in Italy. As a boy, he often spent time 
repeating the sermons he heard to his brothers and sisters.  He also enjoyed ex-
plaining catechism lessons to neighborhood children. 
 At age eighteen, he joined the Society of Jesus and taught Greek, Hebrew 
and theology at Louvain University.  He wrote many books and spoke out 

against the heresies of the day that were causing disbelief and even war throughout Europe.  
He believed very deeply in education for all people. 

He was an open-minded scholar who promoted knowledge as the best way to find God.  
He defended Galileo for his unpopular views on science.  He also taught that the authority of 
kings to rule is given by God to the people, who should give power only to rulers who are morally fit. 

Robert Bellarmine was the head of the Vatican library.  He was made a Cardinal by Pope Clement VIII and 
some years later was himself nominated to be Pope.  Yet he refused to live in luxury and gave all his money to 
the poor.  One time, he sold his expensive tapestries to clothe the poor.  After all, he said, “the walls won’t catch 
cold.”  Later her wrote, “Charity is that with which no man is lost, and without which no man is saved.” 

St. Robert Bellarmine died in 1621 and has been declared a Doctor of the Church.  He is the patron saint of 
church lawyers and catechists. 

Saint Robert Bellarmine: Patron of Catechists 
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THEME:  We 
possess  t he 
h e a r t  a n d 
character of 
Christ when we 
a r e 
t r u s t w o r t h y 
s tewards  o f 
G o d ’ s 
resources.  

 
PROMISE: “He 

raises up the 
lowly from the 
dust…to seat 
t h e m  w i t h 
princes…”  (Ps 
113:7) 

 
WORD:  Am 8:4-

7/ Ps 113:1-2, 4
-8/ 1Tim 2:1-8/
Lk 16:1-13  

 
ORDER: 
 “Praise the Lord 

that lifts up the 
poor.” (Ps 113:7) 

 “Prepare a full 
account of your 
stewardship…” 
(Lk 16:2) 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Use your gifts 

to build the 
church.  

 S e e k  a n d 
reconcile with 
the Lord.  
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Community News 
REFLECTION: In this age when people 
seem stuck in their desire to make out a 
living and provide a comfortable life for 
their family, there is a tendency to push 
God aside. Worship of God has not only 
become mechanical but it has been turned 
into an obligation that people need to go 
through and that’s it. And there are those 
who think they can buy their way to sal-
vation by picking up the tab whenever the 
church needs a new roof or a new coat of 
paint. They are the ones who will rise to 
the occasion whenever the church or com-
munity needs funds for a certain project 
or program. And of course there are also 
those whose giving is motivated by their 
desire to control or manipulate their par-
ish, community or ministry for that mat-
ter. 
 Money can be used for selfish purposes 
or it can be used to make life easier for 
others. As God has been merciful to us 
during the times when we are in need, so 
we too are being asked to follow the 
shrewd steward who used his position to 
make friends whom he expect will help 
him at some future time. Generous giving 
is related to alms-giving and those to 
whom we give become our friends and 
they will ultimately see Christ through 
us. In time, as St. Ambrose has said, our 
generosity will lead us to eternity.  

 The opposite of generosity is greed or 
the excessive desire for wealth and power. 
And greed doesn’t only refer to the accu-
mulation of material possessions but also 
to the insatiable desire for power and po-
sition. Generosity nurtures the soul while 
greed blocks the flow of grace in a person. 
 The parable teaches us the need to 
manage the resources that God has en-
trusted to us. Once again, we are faced 
with the reality that we have been put in 
charge of things that are not ours. While 
these resources have their present-day 
use and after-life benefit, still we cannot 
take these resources with us when we fi-
nally meet our Maker. In other words, we 
are merely stewards and our place in 
heaven will largely depend on how wise 
we manage these resources that were lent 
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Generosity Versus Greed 

 Saint Pio was born Francisco Forgione in 1887 at Pietrelcina, Italy.  When he 
was just five years old, he began to see heavenly visions and decided he would de-
vote his life to serving God.  At the age of 15, he entered the novitiate of the Capu-
chin Friars and was ordained a priest at the age of 22. 
 Shortly after becoming a priest, he was visited by Jesus and Mary and was 

given the Stigmata, the wounds of Christ.  At first Padre Pio asked God to take away this gift 
because he feared it would draw attention to himself and he would rather suffer in secret.  But 
the Stigmata stayed with him for the rest of his life, reminding the world of Christ’s Passion 
and victory over sin and death. 

In 1956, he founded the Home for the Relief of Suffering, a teaching hospital that serves 60,000 people a 
year and offers instruction in Christian medical practice. He also started prayer groups to pray for peace that 
continue today with over 400,000 members worldwide. 

Padre Pio believed in five rules for spiritual growth: weekly confession, daily communion, spiritual reading, 
meditation and examination of conscience.  He said, “Every Holy Mass, heard with devotion, produces in our 
souls marvelous effects, abundant spiritual and material graces which we, ourselves, do not know.” 

St. Pio died in 1968, just a few hours after saying his final Mass.  Canonized in 2002, he is honored as pa-
tron saint of unborn children. 

Saint Padre Pio: Patron of the Unborn 
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T H E M E :  W e 
possess the heart 
and character of 
Christ when we 
reach out and 
s h a r e  o u r 
blessings with 
the poor.  

 
P R O M I S E :   

“Blessed is he who 
keeps faith forever, 
secures justice for 
the oppressed, 
gives food to the 
hungry.  The Lord 
sets captives free.”  
(Ps 146:7)  

 
WORD:   Am 6:1, 4

-7/ Ps 146:7-10/ 
1Tim 6:11-16/Lk 
16:19-31  

 
ORDER: 
 “ . . . k e e p  t h e 

co mmandments 
without stain or 
reproach...” (1Tm 
6:14) 

 “ . . . p u r s u e 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s , 
devotion, faith, 
love, patience and 
g e n t l e n e s s . ”            
 (1Tm 6:11) 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Be generous with 

your time, talent 
and treasure or 
resources.  
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Community News 

REFLECTION: Having joined this com-
munity many years ago and being a per-
manent volunteer for the Missionaries of 
the Poor, I have been very fortunate in 
having met and gotten to know people 
whose lives did not really pan out the way 
they wanted to, the Lazaruses of this 
world.  Serving a Thanksgiving meal a 
few years ago, I noticed Charles sitting 
and eating by himself as none of the other 
homeless persons wanted to sit with him 
because of his smell.  That made me all 
the more determined to sit right beside 
him and we had a conversation on a vari-
ety of topics.  After serving and cleaning 
up the dining hall, I put on my parka to 
go home and ran to my car as it was rain-
ing really hard and freezing.  As I was 
turning around, I noticed Charles walking 
towards the clubhouse without anything 
to protect him from the cold rain.  For 
some reason, my immediate response was 
to jump out of the car and put my parka 
over his shoulders and cover his soaking 
head.  All I could say to him was to stay 

dry and keep 
warm.  Driving 
back home 
brought me to 
tears as I could 
not explain 
how I felt in 
my heart, that 
connection and 
happiness of 
having the op-
portunity of 
treating this 
person with 

respect and dignity.   Driving to work one 
morning, I noticed another homeless per-
son I got to know while serving with the 
Missionaries of the Poor.  I noticed Rich-
ard as he was always in a black suit, 
white shirt, a tie and logging along his 
enormous luggage.  I pulled over and, af-
ter learning where he was headed, I im-
mediately asked him to get into the car 
and brought him to a relative who wanted 
to help him get back on his feet.  
 Leon was another homeless person 
whom all the other volunteers passed on 
to transport because he soiled himself 
that morning due to food poisoning.  I got 
him into my car and brought him back to 
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Serving When It Hurts 

 Therese Martin was born to a pious family and grew up in France in the 
1870s.  The youngest of nine children, she was a quiet but strong-willed girl.  
Early on she felt sure Jesus wanted her to spend her life loving him. 
 When she was only ten years old, Therese became very ill with fever that peo-
ple thought she was dying.  One night in her bedroom, while praying to a statue 

of the Virgin Mary she saw her smile and the fever left instantly. From that day on, this fu-
ture saint knew the power of prayer. 

Therese entered the convent at fifteen and became a Carmelite nun in the town of Lisieux.  
She said her mission was to make God loved on earth.  She found ways to live a simple life 
and become a Little Flower of Jesus.  She kept a journal in which she wrote about the power of prayer and 
about finding heaven’s beauty in the simple things around us.  After she died, the journal was published as a 
book called The Story of the Soul.  It has inspired millions of readers to seek God through prayer. 

Though she was still very young, Therese became sick with tuberculosis and her lungs began to fail but she 
would hide her pain with a smile.  As she lay dying at the age of 24, she told her friends and family: “After my 
death, I will let fall a shower of roses.  I will spend my heaven doing good upon earth.”  Many people believe that 
after you pray to St. Therese and you hear the word “rose” or smell roses, she has heard your prayer and is 
working her miracle in heaven. 

The feast day of St. Therese is October 1.  She is the patron saint of aviators and foreign missions. 

Saint Therese of Lisieux: Patron of Aviators 

"There was a rich man who dressed in pur-
ple garments and fine linen and dined 

sumptuously each day.  And lying at his 
door was a poor man named Lazarus, cov-

ered with sores, who would gladly have 
eaten his fill of the scraps that fell from the 

rich man's table.”   
- Lk 16: 19-21 
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