THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

16th Week of the Ordinary Time

THEME:
We are proclaimers and witnesses of God’s Kingdom
when we listen to Jesus and act on His teachings.

PROMISE:
“It is Christ in you, the hope for glory.” (Col 1:27b)

WORD:
Gn 18:1-10/ Ps 15:2-5/ Col 1:24-28/ Lk 10:38-42

ORDER:
1. ‘Choose the better part.” (Luke 10:42)
2. ‘Bring to completion the word of God.” (Col 1:25)

DIRECTIONS:
1. Make a conscious decision each day to choose
Jesus.
2. Lead a life of prayer and fervently meditate on
the Word of God.
3. Call upon the Holy Spirit to guide us in
making choices and in everything we do.
4. Follow His teachings and live according to His
Word.
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""And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13
CALL TO SERVE
The Gospel pericope is the familiar passage of Jesus’ being a guest at the
home of Mary and Martha (in Bethany). The two sisters have different
responses to the presence of their Lord Jesus. Martha, following the pattern
of Sarah and Abraham in the First Reading, busies herself with the actions of
hospitality. She races around preparing all that is necessary and fitting for
dinner celebration with such an honorable guest as Jesus. Mary, on her part,
takes a position of a disciple, sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening to His every
word. This action by a woman of the first century would have been unheard
of in the Middle Eastern society of that day. Both women seek to do what
they think is appropriate in having a relationship to Jesus’ presence with them.
He who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord.

As I reflect on the readings, I realize that there are a lot of actions that demonstrate that we have a relationship with the Lord Jesus.
Three of those are mentioned in today’s readings: hospitality, suffering, and sitting at the feet of the Master. In thinking over my
own life, [ realize that I have experienced all three at different times in my life. I believe we must be aware of each situation we are in

and decide what sort of response is the most appropriate at the time.
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There are certain circumstances when it is important that we demonstrate hospitality to others, in order
to share the GOoD News with them. Sometimes we proclaim the message in word, sometimes in action,
or possibly a combination of both word and action. In our willingness to go out of our way in order that
others might enjoy the fruits of our service, those whom we serve will come to a better understanding of
the love GOD has for them. In acting joyfully, as we lavish extra care on others, we may further their
experience of the presence of GOD in their own lives and we will also experience that GOD is with us.

At other times, we must be willing to suffer as a result of demonstrating our commitment to the Gospel. We may not experience
the full persecution and physical torments that Paul experienced, but we may have to face insults, put-downs, or even abuses from
those who are not willing to hear the message we proclaim in our actions and by our words. Being dedicated to a cause often means
doing things that are not pleasant, but that must be done. And what better cause for which to suffer than the cause of Jesus?

The third action mentioned in the readings is that of sitting and listening to the Lord Jesus. As faithful, disciplined learners, we
must come to the Master and learn from Him. Jesus calls this action as performed by Mary in the Gospel, “the better part.” It is the
action that is essential for all true disciples, whether they spend most of the time in the service of hospitality or suffering for the cause.
And yet, many believers are more devoted to action or passion than to meditation and reflection. [ am reminded of the life of Mother
Teresa. Her ministry was marked by daily actions of serving the needs of those who were most in need of her care. Physically, she
suffered from medical problems. But to her, the most important part of her day was the hours spent in prayer and meditation. Her
time sitting at the feet of her Master is what energized her to deal with her suffering and to serve the needs of others.

We, as disciples of Jesus, are called to be people of hospitality and people who are willing to suffer for the Gospel.
We are only able to do that if we are in - relationship with the Master Who has
given us an example of being the Suffering 8 Servant. We must spend time, each and
every day, sitting, kneeling, and sometimes [ laying at His feet. We must listen to His
Word and reflect on how we can apply it to :
The Word of the Lord, taken, digested, and &
and drink we must partake each and every
the presence of the Lord” as the

Ll - linked to our daily activities, is the food
day. In doing so, we will truly “live in
Responsorial mentions.




The Soed's
Socrvisiore
July 11, 2025

TITHES: $ 384
LOVE OFFERING: $ 760

Vi

Thank you for
your generosity
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You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754
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Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Mama Mary's Visit
For Prayer Service

Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday
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Fealing Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& S5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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“Life In The Spirit Seminar”
Seprember 26 - 28, 2025
$t. Mary’s School
538 Church Sc., Middlerown Tawnship, NJ 07748
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