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Community News THEME:   
 We remain in God’s 

love and bear fruit 
when we use our 
spiritual gifts to 
upbuild the body of 
Christ. 

 

PROMISE:  
“When you send 
forth your spir-
it...you renew the 
face of the 
earth.” (Ps 104: 30) 

 

WORD: 
 Acts 2: 1-11/ Ps 104: 

1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34/ 
1 Cor 12: 3b-7, 12-
13/ Jn 20: 19-23 

 

ORDER: 
• Receive the Holy 

Spirit. (Jn 20:22) 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
• Be open to the 

promptings of the 
Holy Spirit. 

• Be purified and be 
cleansed by the Sac-
raments of Reconcil-
iation and Eucha-
rist. 

• Use the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit to build 
up your ministries 
and the larger 
church. 

This Sunday’s  

Counsel 

REFLECTION: 

 In the coming 
days, the newly dis-
cerned Cluster Shep-
herd and DCS will 
reach out to all the 
members of our com-
munity to be part of 
a missionary call to 
service highlighting 
everyone's spiritual 
gifts. It is a call for 
all of us to give ourselves in service to God 
by serving other people. In doing so, we 
fulfill God’s purpose for our own lives. You 
may be called to serve as a ministry coordi-
nator, a member of different ministries, a 
sharer, a teacher, or a shepherd during 
LSS. In my view, all these various roles are 
equal and do not make any difference be-
cause by faith God calls us to do a very spe-
cific work. 

 I believe many of us here have experi-
enced or know someone who has rejected 
the call for service. Maybe you are one of 
those people who would say, I am not even 
sure God could use me in any fashion, I 
can’t sing, I am not a good speaker, I can’t 
teach, I have a work schedule conflict, or I 
just don’t think I could afford to spend less 
time with my family at this time and so 

forth… What I can 
tell you though is 
that you’re not alone. 
There are hundreds 
of people who sat in 
the pews of our local 
churches and our 
community here in 
BLD thinking the 
same reason. 

 Let me lovingly 
remind you of some-

thing: God does not issue calls for our con-
sideration but for obedience and our sur-
render. 

 Saint Mother Teresa whose life was a 
testament to the transformative power of 
selfless service once said; “A life not lived 
for others is not a life.” True fulfillment and 
purpose come from dedicating ourselves to 
others using our spiritual gifts not only to 
the four walls of this assembly but beyond 
the stratum of our society. We have to em-
brace with open hearts to serve and up-
build the church of Christ as a divine call-
ing based on three important reasons, 
namely: 

 1. Based on the divine purpose of God  

 2. Based on divine wisdom 

 3. Based on God’s personal plan for our 
     life. 

Born To Bless Others 
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 A Father of the Church, Origen, in one of his Homilies on Jeremiah, 
cites a saying attributed to Jesus, not contained in the sacred Scriptures 
but perhaps authentic, which reads: “Whoever is near to me, is near to the 

fire” (Homily on Jeremiah, L. I [III]). In Christ, in fact, there is the fullness of God, 
who in the Bible is compared to fire. We just observed that the flame of the Holy 
Spirit blazes but does not burn. And nevertheless it enacts a transformation, and 
thus must also consume something in man, the waste that corrupts him and hin-
ders his relations with God and neighbor. This effect of the divine fire, however, 
frightens us; we are afraid of being “scorched” and prefer to stay just as we are. 
This is because our life is often based on the logic of having, of possessing and not 
the logic of self-gift. Many people believe in God and admire the person of Jesus 
Christ, but when they are asked to lose something of themselves, then they re-
treat; they are afraid of the demands of faith. There is the fear of giving up some-
thing pleasant to which we are attached; the fear that following Christ deprives us 
of freedom, of certain experiences, of a part of ourselves. On the one hand, we want 
to be with Jesus, follow him closely, and, on the other, we are afraid of the conse-
quences entailed. 

          ~ Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, May 23, 2010 

Tending 

the 

Flock 

Fear Not The Demands Of Faith 
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 The Holy Spirit wants to stay with us; he is not a passing guest 
who comes to pay us a courtesy visit. He is a companion for life, a 

stable presence. He is Spirit and desires to dwell in our spirits. He is patient 
and stays with us even when we fall. He remains because he truly loves us; 
he does not pretend to love us, and then leaves us alone when things get 
difficult. No. He is loyal, he is transparent, he is authentic 

 Jesus is all mercy, Jesus is all love: he is God made man. Each of us, 
each one of us, is that little lost lamb, the coin that was mislaid; each one of 
us is that son who has squandered his freedom on false idols, illusions of 
happiness, and has lost everything. But God does not forget us, the Father 
never abandons us. He is a patient father, always waiting for us! He re-
spects our freedom, but he remains faithful forever. And when we come 
back to him, he welcomes us like children into his house, for he never ceas-
es, not for one instant, to wait for us with love. 
 

              ~ Pope Francis 

Grant us, Se-
ñor Santo 

Niño, that we 
may feel love 

Bless the Lord , O my soul!  
O Lord , my God, how great you are!  

Send out your spirit  
and renew the face of the earth. 

Online Giving 
You can now send your tithes     
 and love offerings via Paypal.  
 Donate link can be found at 
 www.bldtrenton.com 
 

Or mail check to: 
 BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc. 
 P.O. Box  1367 
  Toms River, NJ 08754 

   Anniversary 

God’s Blessings 
Birthday 

 
 

 

Ronald & Eppie Rebong     5/19 

Boylly & Raquel Arriola   5/20  

Jeric & Weddy Balmaceda  5/22 

For Mama Mary’s visit  -  Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407 

For Prayer Service   -  Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962       

Mina Duque        5/17 

Irma McCracken    5/18 

Mike Belonia     5/19 

Charlie Dingerdissen 5/20  

Annielette Manuel     5/21  

Nicole Touchette      5/21  

Dennis Zulueta      5/21  

Dominga Gant       5/22 

The Lord’s  
Provision  

 

May 10, 2024 
 

Tithe    :$820.00 

Love Offering   :$190.00 
 

Thank you for your 
generosity!!! 

   

 

            

                                               

  

• Go forth and spread the Good News. Be good witnesses 
in spreading the Good News. 

• My children, I am well pleased. Thank you 
for accepting my invitation – my invitation to 
dine with Me at My table. Go out and spread 
the Good News to all. Go and spread My love 
to everyone. 

Last Week’s Prophecies 

 Firstly, let me give you a biblical 
reason why the call to service is a di-
vine call based on his divine purpose. 
In 1 Peter 4: 10-11, Jesus said, “Serve 
one another with the gifts each of you 
received, thus becoming good manag-
ers of the varied graces of God. If you 
speak, deliver the word of God; if you 
have a special ministry, let it be seen 
as God’s power so that, in everything, 
God may be glorified in Jesus Christ. 
To Him belong glory and power forev-
er and ever. Amen.”  Saint Peter un-
derlines in this passage that we do 
not exercise our spiritual gifts to gain 
recognition for ourselves but to bless 
Jesus’ family and his church. 

 Secondly, the call to serve our 
Lord is based on Divine Wisdom. God 
in his wisdom chooses an individual 
to serve him and service can be many 

various kinds of ways. In his infinite 
wisdom, God is committed to equip-
ping us. He has given us a personali-
ty, skills, and abilities that you and I 
are to further and sharpen up. He has 
given us the spiritual gifts that we 
need, to accomplish and to fulfill that 
mission. Our heavenly father knows 
why he created you and me, he knows 
what we are capable of achieving, and 
he knows how he has equipped us to 
do whatever he’s called us to do. 

 Lastly, the call to service is based 
on God’s personal plan for our life. 
Before we were even born, God had a 
personal plan for our life. According 
to Mark Twain, there are two most 
important days in our lives; the day 
we are born and the day we find out 
why and why we were born. Yes, 
brothers and sisters in Christ, we 

were born to bless the lives of others 
and we were born to make contribu-
tions to build up the body of Christ. 

 So, whenever God calls you to 
serve through this community or your 
local churches, forget the “buts”. Re-
member, it’s not our business to qual-
ify a call from God, it is God who 
qualifies us. God is responsible for 
every single decision past our yes an-
swer. Every need, every enablement, 
He is responsible for equipping each 
one of us. God takes care of those who 
serve him, period. 

 So, what is your passion? Whatev-
er it is let us see tonight what is 
meant to be, the passion that is the 
very spirit of God, filling us, strength-
ening us, and sustaining us to build 
up the body of Christ. 
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