This Sunday’s
Counsel

THEME:

W e ar e
transformed to a
life of holiness
when we ask God
to help us rise
above our fears.

PROMISE:

“..the eyes of the
Lord are upon
those...who  hope
for his kindness, to
deliver them from
death...” (Rm
5:19b)

WORD:
Gn 12:1-4/ Ps 33:4-
5, 18-20, 22/ 2Tm
1:8-10/ Mt 17:1-9

ORDER:
e “Bear your share of

hardship for the
gospel...” (2Tm
1:18)
DIRECTIONS:

¢ Be prayerful and
practice fasting.

e Avalil of the
sacrament of
reconciliation.

e Attend holy mass
and receive the
Eucharist.

y Néws

March 6, 2020

REFLECTION: The book of Exodus
tells us that when Moses had met with
God on Mount Sinai the skin of his face
shone because he had been talking with
God (Ex 34:29). Paul the Apostle wrote
that the Israelites could not look at
Moses' face because of its brightness (2
Cor 3:7). After Elijah, the greatest of the
prophets, had destroyed all the priests
and idols of Baal in the land, he took ref-
uge on the mountain of God at Sinai.
There God showed Elijah his glory in
great thunder, whirlwind, and fire, and
then spoke with him in a still quiet voice.
Jesus, likewise, appears in glory with
Moses and Elijah, as if to confirm with
them that he, too, is ready to fulfill the
mission which the Father has sent him to
accomplish.

Jesus went to the mountain knowing
full well what awaited him in Jerusalem
- betrayal, rejection, and crucifixion. Je-
sus very likely discussed this momentous
decision to go to the cross with Moses and
Elijah. God the Father also spoke with
Jesus and gave his approval: This is my
beloved Son; listen to him. The Father
glorified his son because he was faithful
and willing to obey him in everything.

The Lord Jesus not only wants us to
see his glory - he wants to share this

glory w1th us. And Jesus shows us the
way to the Father's glory - follow me -
obey my words. Take the path I have cho-
sen for you and you will receive the bless-
ing of my Father's kingdom - your name,
too, will be written in heaven. Jesus ful-
filled his mission on Calvary where he
died for our sins so that Paradise and
everlasting life would be restored to us.
He embraced the cross to win a crown of
glory - a crown that awaits each one of
us, if we, too, will follow in his footsteps.
Luke's Gospel tells us that while Je-
sus was transfigured, Peter, James, and
John were asleep (Lk 9:32)! Upon awak-
ening they discovered Jesus in glory
along with Moses and Elijah. How much
do we miss of God's glory and action be-
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in hope.”

Jesus, Light Of Light

The mountain - Mount Tabor, like Sinai - is the place of nearness to God.
Compared with daily life it is the lofty space in which to breathe the pure air of
creation. It is the place of prayer in which to stand in the Lord's presence like
Moses and Elijah, who appeared beside the transfigured Jesus and spoke to him
of the "exodus" that awaited him in Jerusalem, that is, his Pasch. The Transfigu-
ration is a prayer event: in praying, Jesus is immersed in God, closely united to him, adher-
ing with his own human will to the loving will of the Father, and thus light invades him and
appears visibly as the truth of his being: he is God, Light of Light. Even Jesus' raiment be-
comes dazzling white. This is reminiscent of the white garment worn by neophytes. Those who are reborn in
Baptism are clothed in light, anticipating heavenly existence (cf. Rev 7: 9, 13). This is the crucial point: the
Transfiguration is an anticipation of the Resurrection, but this presupposes death. Jesus expresses his glory to
the Apostles so that they may have the strength to face the scandal of the Cross and understand that it is nec-
essary to pass through many tribulations in order to reach the Kingdom of God. The Father's voice, which re-
sounds from on high, proclaims Jesus his beloved Son as he did at the Baptism in the Jordan, adding: "Listen to
him" (Mt 17: 5). To enter eternal life requires listening to Jesus, following him on the way of the Cross, carrying
in our heart like him the hope of the Resurrection. "Spe salvi

" saved in hope. Today we can say: "Transfigured

- Pope Benedict VI, Angelus, February 17, 2008
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The Word As Sword

God says do not eat this fruit lest
you die, yet the devil deceives our first
parents by saying “eat it, you will not
die”. Who is lying the God or the devil?
Adam and Eve probably thought, were
still alive and the devil was right, but
they had no idea it was their souls that
died. What a bullet to our head can do
to our body is the same thing what a
sin can do to our souls. Romans 6:23
says “the wages of sin is death.” Amen!

It is important to note that Satan
uses the “Word of God” to tempt us.
Even Jesus himself was tempted in the
desert by Satan telling him to throw
yourself down for “it is written he will
command his angels concerning you
and with their hands they will support
you lest you dash your foot against a
stone.” It is also important to note that
Jesus uses the Word of God to overcome
Satan’s temptation and he did it after
fasting for forty days in the desert.

Why is it a good thing to fast? Sim-
ply because Jesus fasted. To fast is to
deny ourselves, pick up our cross and
follow Jesus. Fasting humbles us and
tames the desires of the flesh; it re-
minds us of our human frailty. Instead
of eating like Adam and Eve, Jesus
fasted for forty days in the desert. We
learn to give up something in exchange
for something greater, to attain self-
control in order to obey God. Our souls
do not need earthly things like our bod-
ies; it feeds on the Word of God, fasting
and prayer.

When we pray at home or in our
Word sharing circle, we invoke the Holy
Spirit, the “Breath of God” for guidance
especially before we read the Bible. Re-
member, the devil is superior in nature
in using the word of God against man.
Jesus is exhorting us to fight the devil
with the Word of God as a sword. Ephe-
sians 6: 17 says, “The sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God.” How
can we respond with, “it is written” if
we don’t clothe ourselves with the Word

Mar 13 - Dan Catarata*®
Erwin Bustamante
Alan Pontipiedra

* Door Marshall

The Lord’s Provision
February 28, 2020

Tithes: $525.00
Love Offering: $216.00

Thank you
for your generosity!!

of God. What excuse do we have? God

gave us 10, 20, 30 years or more to
study the word of God, it’s a sin of
omission. Maybe we need to fast on
Facebook, Netflix or surfing the inter-
net in order to study God’s Word.

In our own personal life, our work-
place and in serving our community, we
also need a different kind of fast. Fast
from behavior that hurts others, and
start using kind words. We need to fast
from anger and start being patient, we
need to fast from complaints and
grudges and pray for the grace of God
that we can forgive others. Satan also
tempts us when we are undertaking
important ministry work, like our LSS
and Encounters. Just like Jesus was
tempted in the desert right before he
began his ministry.

Satan 1s most active when we are
weak from lack of prayer and not re-
ceiving the Sacraments. The life restor-
ing forgiveness in the Sacrament of
Confession removes the sins that kill
our souls. Just as the Father breathed
life unto Adam and Eve, Jesus
breathed the Holy Spirit to the Apostles
and his priests the power to forgive sins
in John 20: 22-23. Jesus Christ does not
get tired of forgiving us. We may feel
embarrassed, our pride gets in the way
of confession, but God knows our sins.
We are all naked in the eyes of God.

Share - Cont’d from Page 1

cause we are asleep spiritu-
ally? There are many things
which can keep our minds
asleep to the things of God:
Mental lethargy and the
"unexamined life" can keep us
from thinking things through
and facing our doubts and
questions. The life of ease can
also hinder us from consider-
ing the challenging or dis-
turbing demands of Christ.
Prejudice can make us blind
to something new the Lord
may have for us. Even sorrow
can be a block until we can
see past it to the glory of God.

Peter, James, and John
were privileged witnesses of
the glory of Christ. We, too,
as disciples of Jesus Christ
are called to be witnesses of
his glory. We all, with un-
veiled face, beholding the
glory of the Lord, are being
changed into his likeness
from one degree of glory to
another; for this comes from
the Lord who is the Spirit (2
Cor 3:18). The Lord wants to
reveal his glory to us, his be-
loved disciples. Do you seek
his presence with faith and
reverence?

Adapted from dailyscrip-
ture.servantsoftheword.org
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This Sunday’s
Counsel

ar e
transformed to a
life of holiness
when we worship

the Father in spirit |

and truth.
PROMISE:
“Whoever  drinks
the water I shall
give will never
thirst.” (Jn 4:14a)
WORD:

Ex 17:3-7/ Ps 98:1-
2, 6-9/ Rom 5:1-2,5-
8/ dn 4:5-42

ORDER:

e “Bear your share of
hardship for the
gospel...” (2Tm
1:18)

DIRECTIONS:

¢ Go to confession
and receive Holy
Communion
regularly.

e Be reconciled with
those who hurt

http://bldtrenton.com

March 13, 2020

REFLECTION:

Worship is an
inner attitude of
reverence and hom-
age to His Divine
Majesty. This in-
cludes actions that
reveal our belief in
‘the character and
conduct of God to
be worthy of praise
and adoration.’ It is
expressed not just by simply kneeling,
bowing, singing songs, joyful dancing or
raising of hands, but it must be done
from the heart in total submission to
God. While worshipping we should ex-
perience deep conviction of our sins, re-
ceive cleansing and be commissioned by
God for service which may eventually
transform us into a life of holiness. But
sad to say, the kind of worship that many
know 1s misdirected to their work, bank
account, fashion, movie personality or
political icons that greatly influenced
their daily life.

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman in
the Gospel reading, “God is spirit and
His worshippers must worship Him in
spirit and in truth” (Jn 4:24). We find two
fundamental elements of true worship in

True W

orship

this message. First,
God must be wor-
shipped in spirit,
and second, we
should be worship-
ping Him in truth.
When a person is
filled with the
Spirit of God and
believes the Truth
of God, we see in
him a wonderful
and miraculous transformation of a
yielded and purified human soul. Even
his faintest whisper is worship.

Worship must be vital and real; there
must be spirit and there must be truth.
Truth without emotion produces dead
belief and a community of artificial ad-
mirers. On the other hand, emotion with-
out truth produces empty passion and
cultivates shallow people who refuse the
discipline of accurate thought. God is not
honored in our worship when we know-
ingly have sin in our lives or we are will-
fully sinning against Him. Our prayers
will not be heard and our worship will
not be received. If we lied to someone and
have no plan of coming clean anytime, we
will never have a meaningful worship. If

Worship - See Page 2

Saint Roch: Patron Against Epidemics

The son of the noble governor of Montpelier, a city in France, Roch was born
with a mark of a red cross on his breast in 1295. His birth was accounted a miracle
for his mother had been barren until she prayed for help to the Blessed Virgin
Mary. After losing his parents when he was twenty, he gave away his inheritance
to the poor, handed over the government of the city to his uncle and set out to be-

come a pilgrim disguised as a mendicant.

He went around Italy during an epidemic of plague and tended to the sick in hospitals and
homes. With the touch of his hand and the sign of the cross, he effected many miraculous cures

in the plague-stricken towns he visited until he himself contracted the deadly disease. He commended himself
to God and retreated to a forest to await his death. But a hunting dog belonging to a nobleman visited him daily
with a loaf of bread and licked his wounds, healing him. Following his dog one day, Count Gothard Palastrelli
discovered Roch and became his acolyte.

Incognito still, Roch returned to Montpelier after his recovery but was arrested on suspicion of being a spy
upon orders of his uncle. Refusing to reveal his true identity, he was cast into prison where he languished until
his death five years after. The priest who administered the last sacraments on the future saint witnessed a
special radiance surrounding his prison cell. At his death, a tablet appeared on the wall on which was written
the name of Roch and the prediction that all who would call on him would not be hurt by pestilence.

St. Roch was a highly regarded saint in the late Middle Ages because of his patronage against infectious dis-
eases. Also known as St. Rocco or San Roque, his feast day falls on August 16.

1




“To love with all the soul is to be will-
ing to offer life. This attitude must

ters by the pocket, always. In addition, it is good to

*
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persist in time, and embrace our whole | Birthday x

being. To love with all our strength, ¥ Argie Pe 3/13 Paolo DelValle 3/17 ¥

reminds us that where there is our ¢ Ed Bautista 3/14 Rosalinda Mirandilla 3/17 %
treasure, there is our heart...We satisfy ourselves with H Bobby Ilagan 3/15 Amanda Roche 3/17 *
an orderly and comfortable life that allows us to live ¥ Edwin Orienza 3/15 Jerry Baguio 3/17 %
without worry, without feeling the need to cultivate a i Joy Pagente 3/15 Ron King 3/18 &
spirit of poverty rooted in the Heart of Christ...We are ¥ Chiclette Fajardo 3/16 Lucy Mecenas 3/18 *
required to attain the true freedom of children of God, ¥ ¥
in an appropriate relationship with the world and with |% Dan Wong 3/18 :
earthly goods...Do not forget this: the devil always en- | * Anniversary 3

learn to give thanks for what we have, generously and I(\}Ieitogzi_(l}hat E onde.u gﬂg
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be closer to the poor and the weak.”
. Marshalls
- Pope Francis e 't =
- Mar 13 - Dan Catarata®
. . . . . . Erwin Bustamante
Bishop O’Connell’s Instructions on Liturgical Practices In Light of Alan Pontipiedra
Coronavirus (Covid-19) Concerns Mar 20 - Joel Bermudo*

In light of the escalating concern about the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-

19) Bishop David M. O’Connell, C.M., has issued the following instruc-

tions on liturgical practices to be observed in ALL parishes, institutions and or-
ganizations within the Diocese of Trenton. Please take note of these liturgical

instructions:

People who have flu-like symptoms or who are otherwise feeling sick should

not go to Mass or other Church gatherings;

Priests, Deacons, and extra Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion should

practice good hygiene, washing hands with soap and water or anti-

bacterial hand sanitizer, before and after distributing Holy Communion;

People are encouraged not to receive Communion on the tongue; worthy, rev-

erent reception by hand is preferred until otherwise notified,;

The practice of distributing the Precious Blood from the Chalice is sus-

pended;

The practice of exchanging the sign of peace by physical contact (handshake,

embrace, etc.) is suspended.

The faithful are encouraged to stay informed through the diocesan communica-

tions online at: https://dioceseoftrenton.org/coronavirus and

www.TrentonMonitor.com/coronavirus as well as through the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention at: www.cdec.gov/COVID19.

Ramon Miranda
Ramon Cuasay

* Door Marshall

The Lord’s Provision
March 6, 2020

Tithes: $335.00
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Worship - Cont’'d from Page 1

we are holding a grudge against
someone and have no intention of
trying to work things out with
them, do not expect God to hear our
songs of praise, our prayers and pe-
titions. God wants our worship to be
true by the way we live our life,
genuine and honorable. Worship is
nothing if we do not have an inti-
mate loving and personal relation-
ship with God.

In our corporate worship, we
should come with our hearts open
and ready to commune with the Fa-
ther in union with Jesus Christ. We
gratefully proclaim the abiding
presence of the Spirit within us and

in our midst. As we worship from
our hearts, we receive wholeness
that enables us individually and
collectively, to live out values of
‘righteousness and servanthood.” We
are transformed to bring to reality
the mission entrusted us by God
through our community.

Our desire to worship God is
written in our hearts because we
are “created by God and for God.”
During worship we come to Jesus
Christ, the Living Water, who
quenches our thirst and satisfies
our hunger. The water we drink
from Him becomes in us a fountain
overflowing with life for others, a
river gushing up into eternal life.
Thus if anyone is thirsty, he should

come to meet the Lord in worship.
For He gives this week’s promise for
everyone who honors God in spirit
and truth, “Whoever drinks the wa-
ter I shall give will never thirst,”(Jn
4:14a).

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, You are the Living Wa-
ter! Thank You for putting a deep
thirst in my being which only You
can satisfy. Reveal to me my pride
and humble me before Your Holy
Presence when I approach Your
throne of grace. Holy Spirit energize
my spirit to be alive and sensitive to
God’s call to a life of holiness when
we come to worship the Father in
spirit and truth. Amen.

Reposted from www.bldworld.org
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This Sunday’s

Counsel
THEME:
W e ar e

transformed to a
life of holiness

when we live as |

children of Light.

PROMISE:
“Awake and arise
from the dead and
Christ will give you
light.” (Eph 5:14b)

WORD:
1Sm 16:1, 6-7, 10-
13/ Ps 23:1-6/ Eph
5:8-14/ dn 9:1-41

ORDER:

e “..Live as children
of light.” (Eph 5:8)
e “.learn what is
pleasing to the
Lord.” (Eph 5:10)

e “..Give God the
praise...” (Jn 9:24)
DIRECTIONS:

¢ Do corporal works
of mercy.

e Obey the
commandments of
the Lord.

e Attend Eucharistic
celebrations and
Praise and
Worship regularly.

Volume 20, Issue 12
. . NIET
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Open Our Eyes, Lord

REFLECTION:

As followers of
Christ, we are
called to live in
light just like what
Jesus did to the
man who was blind
in the Gospel. The
blind man encoun-
tered Jesus and he
was healed from
physical blindness.
He came to believe
that Jesus is the
Messiah. His con-
version to discipleship began and he
started to witness about Jesus.

In this story, Jesus wants to enliven
our faith. He is always reaching out to
us. Each day, he 1s with us, urging us to
look to him for help, for healing, and in-
spiration.

Without Jesus’ healing, it’s unlikely
that the blind man would ever have
changed. He was trapped in the indiffer-
ence of the people around him, who
closed their hearts and rejected Him. But
Jesus lifted him out of the prisons and
set him on a new path. We are all stuck
in one way or another. Sometimes it’s
because of our poor decisions, and some-

times it’s just part of
living. But regardless
| of how we got stuck,

@ Jesus is still reaching
§ out to us.

The Psalm declares
¥ the abounding love
24 and mercy of our Lord,
that by His death and
resurrection he has
i made a path for us

¥ through the dark val-
ley of sin and death,
leading us to the ver-
dant pastures of the
Kingdom of light, the Church. In restful
water of Baptism, He has refreshed our
souls. He has anointed our heads with
the oil of Confirmation, spread the Eu-
charistic table before us, offering the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation to us, to trans-
form us, to lead lives pleasing to Him,
producing every kind of goodness, right-
eousness and truth.

The promise from the second reading
affirms that God desires more of us, than
for us to live in darkness. This Lent, let
us take every opportunity to reach out
and be near Him, to pray that He will
continue to open our eyes to what we

Open - See Page 2
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God Has Not Abandoned Us

At this confusing and difficult time, I wanted to assure all of the faithful that I
am with you all in my thoughts and prayers. Most importantly, however, I want
to remind you that God is present among us, always. Of this we can be sure.
When we look at the life of the Lord Jesus, we see how often throughout the Gos-
pels, the Lord is so very close to the poor, the sick and the suffering. He brought

them healing, comfort and strength to endure the adversities they face. His only requirement
was faith. The Holy Scrlptures in the Book of the Prophet Isaiah remind us that surely Christ |
took upon himself our pain and bore our suffering. By his wounds we are healed.

This coronavirus pandemic has surfaced so cruelly during this Holy Season of Lent, a time
of Penance and a time of grace. Lent always places before us sacrifices that we can make to unite ourselves to
the Cross of Christ, in the hope that we will share his glory. So many sacrifices, so many crosses bear down on
us now, even the temporary sacrifice of attending Holy Mass, something none of us desire or ever anticipated.
Yet, we must pick up that cross and carry it, if only for a short while.

God has not abandoned us, as he did not abandon his son on Calvary. He is with us too in our great sacri-
fice. But we will rise from this adversity, purified and ready to receive him again.

My dear sisters and brothers, in his Letter to the Romans, St. Paul wrote, “Be joyful in hope; persevere in hard-
ship. Keep praying regularly.” Good advice from one who knew suffering in Christ. Good advice that I offer to
you all. God bless you.

- Bishop David M. O’Connell, Diocese of Trenton
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ALL upcoming Healing Masses, Praise & Worships,
Reunions, Teachings and any activities, for the months
of March, April, and May 2020 are CANCELLED until
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Blinded

Do you recognize the light of God's
truth and power in your life? God
wants to remove every obstacle that
might hinder us from recognizing the
light of his truth and wisdom for our
lives.

What can keep us from the light of
God's truth, wisdom, and strength for
our lives? Sin blinds us and causes us
to stumble and fall - unable to rise on
our own or to walk in the freedom of
God's love and truth. Sin clouds the mind in moral confusion, and it
grows in darkness and resists the light of God's truth. Only God's
light can uncover the darkness of sin and free us to walk in the path
of holiness and peace with God.

When the disciples saw a man who had been blind from birth,
they asked Jesus what kind of sin had caused this blindness. The
Jews had understood that many infirmities were the result of hu-
man folly and sin. While sin can lead to physical, mental, and spiri-
tual infirmities, not all sickness is the direct result of sin. Sickness
can befall us for a variety of reasons. Jesus answered that God had
allowed this infirmity for a greater purpose which God wanted to
demonstrate as a sign of his presence and power. Jesus then made a
claim which only God could rightfully make. Jesus stated unequivo-
cally, I am the light of the world (John 9:5). In so many words Jesus
was saying that he is the one true source of power and light which
sustains life and overcomes the darkness of sin, confusion, and
spiritual blindness. Jesus' mighty works - his miraculous signs -
confirmed the truth of his message and claim to divine authority
and equality with his Father in heaven. One of his greatest signs
was the healing of a man who had been blind from birth.

When Jesus approached the blind man he first awakened hope
in him - the hope which God offers those who seek his help. Jesus
then did something quite remarkable for the blind man, both to
identify with this man's misery and to draw expectant faith in him
as well. Jesus touched the man's eyes with his own spittle mixed
with dirt and bid him to wash in the Pool of Siloam which was close
to the Temple. This pool of fresh flowing water was one of the land-
marks of the city of Jerusalem. It's source came from the Gihon
spring located in the valley outside the walls of Jerusalem. This
pool was likely used as a ceremonial bath of purification for people
who were going up to the Temple to worship. On the yearly feast of
Tabernacles, one of the priests brought a golden pitcher of water
from this pool and poured it out over the altar in the temple while
reciting from the verse, "You will draw water from the wells of sal-
vation"” (Isaiah 12:3). What is the significance of the healing of the
blind man at the Pool of Siloam? It is certainly more than just a
miraculous event. It is a "sign" that points to the source of the mi-
raculous life-giving water which Jesus offers through the gift and
work of the Holy Spirit (John 7:38). Do you want the Holy Spirit to
pour out on you his renewing power of faith, vision, and healing
love?

Adapted from www. dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org

Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30
pm, all members are urged to pray together
as one community the following:

Prayer to Take Authority
Holy Rosary

Prayer: Oratio Imperata against the
spread of coronavirus.

“God Our Father, we come to you
in need, to ask for protections
against the 2019N-corona Virus,
that has claimed the lives and af-
fected many.

We pray for your grace, for the peo-
ple tasked with studying the na-
ture and cause of its disease and of
stemming the tide of its transmis-
ston. Guide the hands and minds
of medical experts that they may
minister to the sick with compe-
tence and compassion, and of those
governments and private agencies
that must find a cure and solution
to this epidemic.

We pray for those afflicted, may
they be restored to health soon.

Grant us the grace to work for the
good of all and to help those in
need. Grant this through our
Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with You in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God for-
ever and ever. Amen.

Mary, help of all Christians, pray for us.
St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.
St. Rock, pray for us.

St. Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.

St. Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.”

Open - Cont’d from Page 1

need to see, to heal us of our own blindness
and see the need of others, to acknowledge
the sins we overlook, to avail of the Sacra-
ments that will fill us with the light of Je-
sus.

So, let us allow our Lord to put His arms
around us today and lift us up, be trans-
formed and rely on His promise. “Awake
and arise from the dead and Christ will
give you Light”. (Eph 5:14b)
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