THEME:
We are prepared for
God’s kingdom
when we truly love
the Lord and our

neighbor.
PROMISE:

“Keep...all his com-

mandments..., thus

have long life...that
you may grow and
prosper the more.

” (Dt 6: 2b, 3a)

WORD:
Dt 6: 2-6/ Ps 18: 2-3,
3-4, 47, 51/ Heb 7:
23-28/ Mk 12: 28b-
34

ORDERS:

o Love the Lord with
all your soul, with
all your mind, and
with all your
strength. (Mk 12:
30)

Love your neighbor
as yourself. Mk 12:
31)

DIRECTIONS:

e Surrender to God’s
commands and stat-
utes, and live like
Jesus.

e Be more sensitive to
the needs of our
brothers and sisters
in Christ.
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REFLECTION:
“Hear, O Isra-
el...” This 1s God’s

first admonition to
His chosen people.
It is a summons to
be well informed.
“The Lord our God
is Lord alone. You
shall love the Lord
your God with all
your heart, and with

neighbor as yourself.

Israel,” we are given
God, who is love,

fect expression of Hi

everlasting life,” (Jn

all your soul, with all your mind, and with
all your strength,” and ‘you shall love your

is the basic and fundamental command-
ment of God to the Israelites from the be-
ginning, up to this day and until the end of
age. Since we are God’s people, His adopted
children in Jesus Christ, and as the “new

tire universe. Everything we are, all that
we have, and all that happens on earth are
under the loving vigilance of God. The per-

Himself. “God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have

as immense as His Father’s love, to give

His consent to die
on the cross for
our sins. Is there a
greater love than
to lay down one’s
life for one’s

# friends? “Love one
another as I loved
you,” (Jn 13:34),
says the Lord.

To love God
and to love your
neighbor as your-
self means to desire only what is good for
others, just as God desires only what is
good for us. Would not our good God give us
more than what we can ever imagine if it 1s
for the salvation of our soul? We can never
underestimate God who can do anything,
for there is nothing that is impossible with
Him.

The love of Jesus is unconditional and
indiscriminate, like the Good Samaritan.
Forget the offense and forgive the offenders
as God forgives you, all the time. Ask to be
forgiven too by those whom you have of-
fended. Peace with one another is a prereq-
uisite if one is to offer one’s gift at the altar.
Without the interior preparation of cleans-
ing the heart of any undesirable intention,
the gift is deemed unacceptable. Be mereci-

7 (Mk: 12:29-31). This

that same mandate.
created us and the en-

s love 1s Jesus Christ

3:16). Christ’s love is
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The Word of the Lord should be repeated, made one’s own,
safeguarded. The monastic tradition of the monks, uses an au-

A

dacious but very concrete term. It goes like this: the Word of God must
be “ruminated”. “To ruminate”the Word of God. We could say that it is
so nutritious that it must reach every aspect of life: to involve, as Jesus
says today, the entire heart, the entire soul, the entire mind, all of our
strength (cf. v. 30). The Word of the Lord must resound, echo and re-
echo within us. When there is this interior echo that repeats itself, it
means that the Lord dwells in the heart.

The Lord does not seek skilled commentators of the Scriptures, as
much as he seeks docile hearts that, welcoming his Word, allow them-
selves to be changed within. This is why it is so important to be familiar
with the Gospel to always have it at hand — even a small-sized Gospel
in our pockets, in our purses to read and reread, to be passionate about
it. When we do this, Jesus, the Word of the Father, enters into our
hearts, he becomes intimate with us and we bear fruit in Him.

~ Pope Francis
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the deepest aspirations of the other: waiting to be heard,
for caring attention, in a word: love. But the opposite is
also true: that by opening myself to another, just as he
or she is, by reaching out, by making myself available, I
am also opening myself to know God, to feel that he is
there and is good. Love of God and love of neighbor are
inseparable and are mutually related. Jesus did not in-
vent one or the other but revealed that they are essen-
tially a single commandment and did so not only
through the Word, but especially with his testimony: the
person of Jesus and his whole Mystery embody the unity
of love of God and neighbor, like the two arms of the
Cross, vertical and horizontal. In the Eucharist he gives
us this two-fold love, giving himself, because, nourished
by this Bread, we love one another as he has loved us.

~ Pope Benedict XVI

Angelus Message, November 4, 2012

December 7, 2024

Procession of the Lady of Guadelupe in Lakenwood.
We are invited to have a float for the procession

December 13, 2024 (7 pm)

BLD Trenton Christmas Party will be at St Robert
Bellarmine 6| Georgia Road, Freehold, NJ
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ful as your Father is merciful. Be per-
fect as your heavenly Father is per-
fect. These are all manifestations of
true love for God and others.

“God is love” (1 Jn 4: 16). And be-
cause God is eternal, so too is His
love. His love is encompassing; so liv-
ing a life of love in God gives one the
strength to love even one’s ‘enemies.’
Only deeds done out of love are pleas-
ing in God’s eyes, for it is love that
gives worth to even the most ordinary
thing in this world. In the evening of
our life, we will be judged by how
much love we gave in our lifetime.
Did you clothe the naked, did you feed

the hungry, did you give drink to the
thirsty, and did you minister to the
poor, the sick and the imprisoned,
and so on.

To love 1s to always do good, recog-
nized or unrecognized, in whatever
circumstance there is, for the good
and benefit of one another. It is love
alone that unites us with God. Faith
that works through love is essentially
the key to having a meaningful life. Tt
is love that gives wings to the faint-
hearted, the compass that points the
way to get to heaven. It is love that
animates and is never stagnant nor
sterile. Anyone who possesses true

love of God is other-oriented, selfless
and not afraid of sacrifices and suffer-
ing. Humble service is the mark of
one who loves. Nothing is insur-
mountable nor unbearable for love
conquers all.

God wants us to be happy and live
an abundant life. So, to those who
follow God’s commandment to love
and adhere to His words will receive
His blessings in this promise, “Keep...
all His commandments ..., thus (you)
have a long life...that you may grow
and prosper the more,” (Dt 6:2b, 3a).
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