THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

5th Sunday in Lent

THEME:

We live a transformed life when we sincerely
repent and turn back from our sinfulness.

PROMISE:

“Those who sow in tears shall reap rejoicing.” (Ps 126:5)
WORD:

Is 43:16-21/ Ps 126:1-6/P126:1-6/ Phil 3:8-14/ Jn 8:1-11

ORDER:
“Go, and from now on do not sin any more.” (Jn 8:11b)

DIRECTIONS:
1. Go to confession and be reconciled with God and
your neighbor.
2. Like Christ, manifest mercy to all in word and in
deed.
Have a devotion to the Divine Mercy and pray the
novena.

W

L3

Volume 25, Issue 14 Bukas LOOb Sa DlyOS April 4, 2025

""And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,

but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13
Pharisees challenge Jesus on dealing with an adulterer,
questioning His knowledge of the Law. In response, Jesus
exposed their lack of understanding of God’s teaching but
possibly roused their conscience to discern what the Lord is
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REPENT AND BE RECONCILED
challenged them with a question: “Let the one among you who
leading them to, similarly this a continuing challenge to us to
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Jesus said “Neither Do I condemn you. Go and from now do not
is without sin be thefirst to throw stone at her.” No one caste a
the present times.
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sin anymore”. In this Sunday's Gospel, the Scribes and
stone to the woman, a clear indication that those present
PSALM: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy
The adulterer in the gospel spells out our own sinfulness. It reflects our human weaknesses when
we become unfaithful to God’s statutes, teachings and commandments, when we become unfaithful
to our relationship to and with others that often ends to jealousy, envy,and self-righteousness. At
times, to hide our own faults we find ourselves finding fault from others that leads to judgement.

When we face ourselves in the mirror, we must ask the same question Jesus asked: "Let the one
among you without sin throw a stone at her."

Jesus' Words call us as a community for transformation. The challenge is to abandon our tendencies
to judge and condemn, and instead, to embrace compassion and forgiveness. We are constantly
reminded that we are not called to be righteous but to be merciful. This message is a cornerstone of
Jesus’ teaching, emphasizing the importance of mercy over judgment.

In our daily lives, we are constantly faced with situations where it is easier to point fingers and
condemn others.

Let us be reminded that true discipleship requires humility and the willingness to forgive. It is a
reminder that everyone is worthy of forgiveness and a chance to be redeemed. We must have the
humility to ask for forgiveness from our brothers / sisters who we offended by our wrongful
judgement and truly asks the Lord’s forgiveness by going to confession.

As we reflect on this gospel, let us strive to embody Jesus' example of love and forgiveness in our
interactions with others. By doing so, we can create a more compassionate and understanding world,
where love and mercy prevails over judgement and condemnation. “Even now says the Lord, return
to me with your whole heart; for I am gracious and merciful”. Joel 2:12-13
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Prayer:

Dear Lord, give me Your heart that beats only of Divine
Love, a heart that is compassionate and full of mercy, a
heart that is true and just. Thank You for Your
unconditional forgiveness every time we come to You,
sincerely repentant of all our wrongdoings, especially
when we have become self-righteous and judgmental
towards others. Continue to remind us that a truly
transformed life is living a righteous life, reconciled with
You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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TITHES: $625
LOVE OFFERING: $392

You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Thank you for
your generosity
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"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you"
Jeremiah 1:5

“So they are no longer two, but one flesh. #
Therefore what God has joined together, let no / /i
one separate.” Matthew 19:6 %

Lito & Sylvia Lingat April 8 Mike Zarraga Apr 4
Ringo Odon Apr 4
Jim McCracken Apr 5
Jasmine Zulueta Apr 6
Agnes Monta Apr 7
Margaret Tomcyzk Apr 7
Agnes Morte Apr 8
Fr. Jason Yvans Apr 8
Arlene Riggio Apr 9
Lito Fune Apr 9
Eric Bustamante Apr 10

Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

Fealing Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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"He knows our needs better thon we do
ourselves, but he mants us to present them
to him boldly and persistently, because this
Is our way of participating In his work of
salvation. Prayer Is the first and principle
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After the first 4 years of our marriage, we were blessed with 3 children. Since then, our lives
have surrounded them, raising and taking care of them. Between their schools, activitics,
holidays, social events, etc. and our own jobs, we didn’t have much time for each other. Our
lives are constantly occupied with parental duties. Our marriage has often gotten bogged down
with disagreements and quarrels. We started to lose patience with each other. We seldom have
productive dialogues. We don’t seem to see God’s presence in our marriage any longer.

We came to know about this ME weekend through some friends at our St. Veronica Parish. I
knew right away that Id want to go. My wife, however, as a mother, felt it harder to leave the
children to be away for 2 nights. But when God has a plan, nothing is impossible. We arrived
at the retreat house without knowing what’d be ahead of us, leaving everything in God’s hand.

All the hard work and preparation that the BLD community put together to welcome us, to
ensure a fruitful weekend for all of us, was beyond our imagination and expectation! As we
settled into the talks of the first night, we were quickly touched, and started to discover more
about ourselves, our marriage. Why it’s been so much harder for us to express our feelings,
why we’ve been becoming so judgmental about each other, and why so many stumbling
blocks preventing us from having a better relationship, a better marriage... It was, indeed, the
“encounter” of our marriage!

For the next two days, under the guidance of our Spiritual Director, Father Mark Nillo, the
sharing and testimonies of our speakers, we learned even more about ourselves and discovered
so much more about our marriage. We learned ways to express our feelings without judging or
being judged, to have better dialogues with each other, to accept each other, and ultimately, to
be aware of God’s presence in our marriage again. We had laughter and we had tears! The
entire weekend was full of the Holy Spirit, full of courage, love, fun, support and kindness.
We were inspired; our marriage transformed.

After each talk session, we were given time to reflect, using guided questions and suggestions
on the talk topics. Those reflections, either alone by myself or between the two of us, helped us
examine ourselves, our relationship, to face each other and to be more open, understanding,
accepting and loving to each other.

As we were about to leave the retreat house, our class shepherd sent us off with a gentle
reminder, “As you walk out of this place, you will again be facing the challenges of marriage.
But you now know what to do!” May we continue to be equipped with the tools and be guided

by the inspirations we received during this Spirit-filled weekend.

We, together with the class of ME-24, are very grateful to Fr. Mark Nillo, the sponsoring
class, the sharers and to the whole BLD community. Most of all, we thank God for His
unconditional love and His presence in our lives and for making this weekend a weekend to
remember and to cherish forever.

TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
Dave and Dina Nguyen
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