THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

25th Week of the Ordinary Time

THEME:
We are true followers of Christ when we are prudent
and faithful stewards of God’s gifts.

PROMISE:
“The person who is trustworthy in very small matters
is also trustworthy in great ones.” (Lk 16:10a)

WORD:
Am 8:4-7/ Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8/ 1 Tim 2:1-8/ Lk 16:1-13
ORDER:
1. “Prepare a full account of your

stewardship” (Like 16:2)
DIRECTIONS:

1. Make use of worldly things in order to
gain eternal life.

2. Serve God, not money; use money to serve
God.
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ACCUMULATION OF TEMPORAL WEALTH

Let me pose this question to you. If you were told that you will be fired from your job or, if
the doctor told you that you only have a few days to live, what would you do? These
scenarios give a sense of urgency and the necessity for immediate preparation for the
impending crisis. For the first instance, you would probably go into a survival mode, while
in the second instance, you would ask yourself if you have done enough to merit eternity in
heaven. In either situation your back is against the wall. Well, this is the situation in which
the steward finds himself. This is the time when he would ask himself if he led his life as a

prudent and faithful steward of God’s gift. Thus, this is related to our Theme: We are true
followers of Christ when we are prudent and faithful stewards of God’s gifts.

PSALM: Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

Let us now analyze the parable. It begins with a rich man who had a steward in charge of managing his estates but who also was reported to

him for squandering the rich man’s property. The rich man is angry and tells his steward to prepare a full account of his stewardship, saying

that he can no longer serve as his steward. What will the unjust steward do? “To dig I am not able; to beg I am ashamed. What will become of

me?” he asks. Well, he was not only dishonest but also clever. He knew that his master was going to discharge him soon, but in the meantime,

he was still in charge of the financial affairs of his master’s estate, so he quickly calls all his master’s debtors, and told them to sit down and
rewrite their promissory notes, giving them all huge reductions in what they owed to the rich man. He does this because he knows that when

he is laid off, all these grateful debtors will be indebted to him, and they’re going to welcome him with open arms into their homes. So, what

does the master of the house do? He knows what’s going on and instead of throwing the unjust steward into jail, he says to himself, “This
steward is very clever. He has me in a corner. If I have him arrested and put in jail, how can I demand my money back when my steward has
already forgiven the debtors much of all their debts?” He decides to give in. He praises the steward publicly for acting so prudently. Jesus ends

his story by giving the rich man who is no longer rich a compliment by saying, “The children of this world are more adept and prudent when
dealing with their own kind than are the children of light”. As we read this parable,there’s a couple of reasons why we are confused. One is
that we are reading it from our point of view.

Another is we forget that it’s a parable. It’s not God speaking. A parable is open ended, and a parable is a story with many layers of meaning.
From our vantage point, we would say, “This steward should have been put in jail. Right is right. Fair is fair.” We must remember that the
shrewd steward was not praised for his deception, but rather for his wisdom. He praised him for knowing that people could help him when
money was gone. He was striving for what mattered more. He knew that money won’t matter because it can never save us. Relationships are
what matters. Let us not trust money and instead let us seek love. As you know, Jesus sits down with all types of people, all the sinners, all
those who were trying to make money, because he loves not the sin but the sinner. He sits down and eats with them. He makes friends with
these kinds of people.When Jesus came into this world, what we see is the vulnerability of God Himself. This brings Him out of the whole
picture of who is right, who is wrong, who is making money, who isn’t making money, who is good, who is bad. Jesus is the sign of the
vulnerable God’s love for all human beings. This is how we are to read this parable. The wonderful revelation of Jesus is: “I have come to
heal. I have come to forgive. | have come to save". In summary, today’s readings remind us to make good use of the temporal goods. Money,
basic goods and all the things we need to live a decent life are necessary in this world but we cannot, we should not be attached to them, but
rather employ them as means and not as an end in themselves. In our life priorities, they should not
occupy the place which only corresponds to God. If we value the temporal goods more than the
eternal goods, we lose our freedom and become their slaves. We should not forget that God gave all
things to man so as to have a responsible dominion over them. “You cannot serve both God and
mammon." Let us now circle back to the 2 questions: what would you do if you were fired from yo
job or if you were given a warning that you would soon die? Our priority then becomes the urgency
for our long term survival and the preparation for eternity rather than of accumulation of temporal
wealth. We must live our lives from this point of view because we might be asked to settle our
accounts sooner than we are prepared.
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As we unpacked the meaning of the parable, today’s promise now makes sense to us: “The person
who is trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy in great ones.” (Lk 16:10a). We are
stewards of our soul and we will be held accountable at judgement day.
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Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Mama Mary's Visit
For Prayer Service

In Christ Jesus,

Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407 . . .
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory
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