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Community News
"And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,

but the greatest of these is LOVE"  1 Corinthians 13:13

    THEME:
We prepare for the coming of our Savior when we share the
good news of justice and righteousness

  PROMISE:
"…He will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in his love,
he will sing joyfully because of you."   (Zep 3:17b)

      WORD:
 Zep 3:14-18/ Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6/ Phil 4:4-7/ Lk 3:10-18

   ORDER:
1. "Strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his holy ones." (1 Thes 3:13)

 DIRECTIONS:
1. Persevere in prayer, go to confession and receive Holy

Communion regularly.
2. Be united as one community through our weekly worship

and word sharing.
3. Do charitable works and share your blessings during this

season of Joy.
4. Bring your children and the young generation close to

Jesus and Mary.

THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL
36th Sunday in Ordinary Time

REJOICE AND BE GLAD FOR THE LORD IS COMING
“Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again, rejoice!” (Phil 4:4). This is the exhortation
of St. Paul to all of us as we celebrate the 3rd Sunday of Advent. Traditionally, the Third
Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin word for “rejoice.” It is
symbolized by the pink candle of the Advent wreath. The reason for rejoicing is the Good
News that Jesus Christ, our Savior, has come. Jesus was born; He became man to bring
salvation to this world. His ministry of teaching and healing proved that He was the awaited
Messiah and His mission was to bring man back to God. Celebrating Advent is truly a
fulfilling way to prepare our mind and heart for Christmas.

“What should we do?” (cf. Lk 3:10). People, filled with much expectation, asked John the
Baptist as he told them to prepare for the coming of the Messiah, preached repentance to
them and baptized them with water. He strongly called upon them to mend their ways, by
being kind and generous, by showing compassion and justice to everyone, by being truthful
and contented with the blessings they received. He taught them conversion from all forms
of abuses, wrongdoings, and undisciplined ways which have remained uncorrected.

As disciples of our Savior, Advent is a good time to reflect and pray, asking the Lord the question, “what must I do,” and prepare ourselves
to meet the Lord every time we celebrate Christmas. It is a season of giving, a time to share gifts. Perhaps, it is an opportunity to forgo
buying things for ourselves and, instead, find ways to share our material resources with our less fortunate neighbors. The gospel teaches us to
give with love and responsibility, more than casual charity but sharing with empathy and concern for the poor, to allow them to experience
life with joy and a bright hope for their future.

Another lesson we can learn from the gospel is the call to overcome self-centeredness, greed and abuse of authority, and instead act with
honesty and justice. It is a challenge to one's dignity to practice Christian virtue and integrity at the workplace and in all our professional and
business transactions. The culture of wrongdoing becoming socially acceptable poses a great test which may confront us in our dealings, and
requires a lot of discipline and resolve to do what is morally right. Finally, John proclaimed to the people that “one mightier than I is
coming,” (Lk 3:16). He pointed to Jesus Christ who came to baptize us with the Holy Spirit, empowering us with fire by His Gifts and Fruit.
We are to live a life in the Spirit to maintain our relationship with the Lord, allowing Him to take over every aspect of our being and
continue transforming us into righteousness, away from any transgressions that keep us away from God.

As we prepare to celebrate Christmas, let us pray that peace and harmony may reign in
our hearts. Let us be grateful and truly rejoice in the Lord. As we acknowledge the Good
News of our salvation and share this with others, we will live the promise in the
prophecy of Zephaniah: “The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a mighty savior; he will
rejoice over you with gladness and renew you in his love,” (Zep 3:17).

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, we are grateful for fulfilling your promise to send Your Son, Jesus
Christ, as our Messiah. Thank you for Your steadfast love and faithfulness. We are
grateful for the bountiful blessings You have given us that we may share them in a good
way. We pray for graces for people who are in need. Enlighten those who are tempted to
do evil and be the light of their lives. We pray for a better Christmas this year even in
the midst of trouble and uncertainty. We pray this through Christ our Lord, with the Holy
Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

Reflection Question:
Have you ever experienced bringing joy to others, especially to those who are really in
need of help, the homeless, the jobless, and the sick, those who are imprisoned?  Share
your feelings about this. What are your challenges in going out of your comfort zone
to do evangelization & mission work? How do you intend to overcome these challenges?

Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and

Holy One of Israel.



The Lord 's
Provision

December 6, 2024

Thank you for
your generosity

TITHE:     $737.16
LOVE OFFERING:   $272.00

Online  Giving
You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at  www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit       Tess Corso       732-604-1914
For Prayer Service   Mary Anne Arias  732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request To:
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

God 's   Blessings
Annivesary Birthday

HIS WORD. YOUR JOURNEY. TOGETHER.

Healing  Mass
1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

ST. VERONICA CHURCH, HOWELL, NJ
Praise and Worship
2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th)  Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

Did you know? Bukás Loób sa Diyós Council of Servant Leaders
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2024

As we recall Jesus’ birth each year, let us remember that the reason He came
was because of His sacrificial love and His salvific mission for all. More than
the Christmas presents, let us share the real Gift of Love whois Jesus Christ
Himself. Our heartfelt prayer is that all families come together this Christmas
– whether physically or spiritually. And may this season bring comfort and
consolation to our needy brothers and sisters with the peace, joy, hope, faith
and love it brings. With gratefulness in our hearts, we share our warm
greetings for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!

          Ross & Dina Manlapat, Evangelization

As we come together in the spirit of love and unity, let us remember the true
meaning of Christmas.“Christmas is doing a little something extra for
someone.” It is all about the love in our heart and the joy of sharing. The
challenge for all of us members of Bukas Loob sa Diyos for the coming year
is that we must collaborate to help everyone find a greater sense of belonging
in our community, where all can explore our faith, confidently face the small
and big demands of this challenging life, share our doubts and fears, and find
joy and peace. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year BLD!

    Rey and Voleth Florogo, Formation

As we prepare for His coming, let us anchor our faith in Him and ready our
hearts to celebrate this season of giving and hope. Let us reflect on His love
and strive to share this love with others especially to the less privileged
brothers and sisters through acts of kindness and compassion. As the Lord
continues to shower us with His abundant grace, let us not forget to count our
blessings and extend our gratitude for the gift of life and salvation. Wishing
you all a Merry Christmas filled with His light and a Blessed New Year with
His guidance and peace!

         Erick & Rona Mendoza, Mission

Christmas is the birth of the Son of God, Jesus, who brought love, hope and
peace to mankind. This is a season of great joy and unity in family inspired
by Jesus, Mama Mary and St Joseph. Let us express our love for Jesus
through our brethren by rendering service and giving gifts that their hearts
most desire. In gratitude for the gifts we have received, we pray that everyone
enjoy a Blessed Christmas and a Grace-filled New Year.

         Val & Fe Liwanag, Management

Christmas is a celebration of hope and love—the boundless love of God
revealed through the birth of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Jesus is the light that
illuminates our darkness and hope for our brokenness. May we, as disciples
of Jesus, be heralds of the good news that Christmas brings. Let us share and
spread His love, peace, and joy to everyone around us - to remind them of the
true meaning of Christmas. A Blessed Christmas and a Spirit-filled New Year
to one and all!

  Mar and Jo Tamayo, Pastoral
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"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you"  Jeremiah 1:5
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"So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."  Matthew 19:6
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Abbot & Chie Del Pilar  Dec 14 Dec 14 Glenn & Jo Ramos   Dec 14  Dec 14  Ray & Ann Cabalan    Dec 19Dec 19
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