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Save the Date

YLSS Invocation Mass
Apr 27-28 Marriage Encounter # 21
Venue Executive Suites, Carteret, NJ
Marshall Assignment Jun 29 “Summer to Remember” Fundraiser
Apr5 - LeoDuarte & Pris Brendia Venue Jumping Brook Country Club
Apr 12 - Tony Riggio & Art Butulan Neptune, NJ

The Lord’s Provision
Mar 29, 2019

Tithes: $740.00
Love Offering: $262.00

Thank You

For Your Generosity

Blameless - continued from Page 1

grace to desire to go to Confes-
sion and seek His cleansing
Love and mercy so we can be re-
strengthened, re-energized and
refocused in living out His will
for us. May we respond to His
invitation to spend time to
pause and spend some quiet
time with Him daily to focus on
Him and understand His pur-
pose for us and to discern how
we have fallen short and have
offended Him and our brothers
and sisters and readily ask for
His and their forgiveness.

He proclaimed that His King-
dom is at hand during His pub-
lic ministry through His actions
and teachings. This reading re-
veals His perfect example. Just
as the adulterous woman had a
profound life-changing experi-
ence with our Lord, may we
also have transforming encoun-
ters with Him in our own spir-
itual journey that will bring us
true joy and true peace by fol-
lowing His lead and direction.

Doubt and Faith

Excerpt from the book, “Anna and the Exodus Moon & Other Stories”
by: Gene P. Del Carmen

(Continued from last week’s issue)

On October 7, 1950, Mother Teresa
received pe1m1551on flom the Holy See to
start her own religious order, the Mission-
aries of Charity, whose primary task was
to love and care for those persons nobody
was willing to look after. Today, this reli-
gious order has spread all over the world,
including the former Soviet Union and
Eastern European countries. Mother Teresa had received 124 awards for
her enduring humanitarian work, among them was the Philippines’ pres-
tigious Ramon Magsaysay Award for Peace and International Understand-
ing in 1962.

On December 11, 1979, Mother Teresa was awarded the ultimate world-
ly accolade of all, the Nobel Peace Prize. Dressed humbly in her signature
blue-bordered sari and sandals, despite below-zero temperatures in Oslo,
she concluded her speech by suggesting, “The upcoming holidays should
remind the world that radiating joy is real because Christ is everywhere,
Christ is in our hearts, Christ is in the poor we meet, Christ is in the smile
we give and the smile that we receive.” Yet just three months before that,
she wrote—and frustratingly assured—her confidant Reverend Van Der
Peet, “Christ has a very special love for you.” She continued, “But as for me,
the silence and the emptiness is so great, that I look and do not see, listen
and do not hear, the tongue moves in prayer but does not speak. I want you
to pray for me that I let Him have a free hand.”

After years of battling debilitating physical ailments, “the Saint of the
Gutters” died on September 5, 1997, in Calcutta, five days after her friend
Princess Diana died in a car crash in Paris. Her ever smiling face was on
the front page of every newspaper worldwide. “The smile,” she previously
wrote, “is a mask, or a cloak that covered everything.” Mother Teresa’s cri-
sis of faith never abated until her death, except for a five-week break in
1959, she told her confidant. Conscientious and cheery was how she always
appeared in public, despite the burdens she lugged in her heart. Pope John
Paul II, aware of the torment she endured, put Mother Teresa on the fast
track to sainthood. Pope Francis officially cleared her for sainthood on De-
cember 17, 2015, and on September 4, 2016, she was officially canonized a
saint. Just like Saint Peter and other saints who were physically tortured
because of their faith, perhaps that doubtful, tormented kind of life for
Mother Teresa was how an exemplary saint was meant to live.

(To be continued)
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Teaching Schedule

Jesus in the Old Testament

God’s Ng:ssmgs

Apr 27 - ME 18 - Shepherds Training 2
May 5 - ME 18 - Advance Intercession and ¢ Birthc ay*® ,
Spiritual Warfare Eric Bustamante 4/ i\\ ulce Danieles 4/16
May 11 - ME19 - Christian Discipline Lota Salomia _©, gjl.} /T only Riggio — 4/16
Christian Community Mon Miranda* =) 3e FOI‘tJ.Dg ambao — 4/17
May 18 - ME20 - Roadto Emmaus Ceasar Morte-. 4/13 Malen Juarez 4/18

1c Mecenas 4/ 18

Anrnversziry

Rosary Leaders. Praver Warriors & Proclaimers

Fr. Pete Li

Lilia & Jaja Senter, Popong & Maryann Arias, Manny
& Evelyn Palacios, Andy & Grace Mantes

ral (ordination) 4/13
Mike. & Cher Chua 4/15
Art& Agnes Monta 4/15

2 M O O

Alfred & Aissa Panganiban 4/15
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Marshall Assignment Save the Date

Apr 12 - Tony Riggio & Art Butulan Apr 28 SPE #3 Grand Reunion .(2 PM - 6 PM)

Apr 19 - Keith Rodriguez & Roland Mansing Venue St. Thqmas Church Parish Center
Old Bridge, NJ
43 b "7 -

The Lord’s Provision April 5,2019  ||M301  § pevs Bowt 0 -0 X
Tithes: .$405-00 Jun 29 “Summer to Remember” Fundraiser
Love Offering: $302.00 Venue Jumping Brook Country Club
Thank You For Your Generosity Neptune, NJ

REMINDER FOR PARENTS
Loitering in the parking lot
and hallway is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED!

TITS OV

s a “Fun’draiser
For the ELD Treneon Singles
Ministry
Sarur‘ay. May 21, 2013, 4-6pm
Playdrome Toms River
821 Cmgﬁ-r St. Toms River
$20 per person includes boring, shoe
rental, pizza, and water
RSVP to Eric/Arlene 843-4 480785

s (nvite your family and friends!

Ransom - Continued from Page 1 "Father, if you are will-
ing, take this cup away
from me; still, not my will but yours be done.” And to strengthen him an
angel from heaven appeared to him. He was in such agony and he prayed
S0 ferveml) that his sweat became like drops of blood falling on the
ground,” (Lk 22:42-43). Jesus anticipated the scourging will be painful;
the insults will be humiliating; the crucifixion will be excruciating, but He
remained obedient to the will of God. “The Son of Man did not come to be
served but to serve and to give his life as ransom for many,” (Mk 10:45).
Ransom is a term we use to release someone from some kind of bondage.
Jesus is the ransom for us, and our bondage is our sins. The ransom price
is His life. Our salvation is free, but not cheap. “God proves his love for us
in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us,” (Rm 5:8). His death
on the cross was rooted in sacrificial love. His WILL is for us to offer
our entire life for others with love.

As we study the scriptures and life of Jesus Christ, it is getting clearer
and obvious that our lives are really intertwined with each other. We are
called to love one another, and to serve one another. If I don’t love and
serve you, I don’t get saved. If you don’t love and serve me and others, you
don’t get saved. Our personal salvation rests on our relationship with oth-
ers. Did you ever consider your service to others as life-saving actions?
Let’s treat it with importance, with passion, with conviction, and with ur-
gency! When we have difficulty in loving everyone, pray for conversion and
transformation of heart so forgiveness will come and compassion prevails.
Let’s serve one another with love for we are called to be obedient to the
will of God.

Communion - continued from Page 1

His will has become in my life. For me, the search for answers has
not concluded during the weekend of March 23-24 , but has opened a
new search for a deeper communion with God.

In conclusion, allow me to express my gratitude to the BLD com-
munity who made possible this opportunity for personal and spiri-
tual growth through the organization of the Solo Parent Encounter
along with their fervent prayers and logistical support without
which the retreat could not have been that successful. May our good
Lord continue to guide and use the community for His greater glory.

deeply rooted the habit of
following my will instead of

Doubt and Faith

Excerpt from the book, “Anna and
the Exodus Moon & Other Stories”
by: Gene P. Del Carmen

(This series will resume next week)

God, wiy have g
~abandoned me?
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Teachlng Schedule

Apr 27 - ME 18 Shepherds Training 2
May 5 - ME 18 - Advance Intercession and
Spiritual Warfare
May 11 - ME 19 - Christian Discipline
Christian Community
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Jesus in the Old Testament
Save the Date
Apr 28 SPE #3 Grand Reunion (2 PM - 6 PM)
Venue St. Thomas Church Parish Center
Old Bridge, NJ
May 11 “Let’s Bowl!” (4 PM -6 PM)
Venue Playdrome, Toms River, NJ
Jun 29 “Summer to Remember” Fundraiser
Venue Jumping Brook Country Club

Neptune, NJ
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The Lord’s Provision April 12, 2019
Tithes: $505.00
Love Offering: $225.00
Thank You For Your Generosity

Doubt and Faith

Excerpt from the book, “Anna and the Exodus Moon &
Other Stories”
by: Gene P. Del Carmen

(Continued from previous issue)

“In God’s time!” We hear Christians say those three
words to comfort and console during periods of await-
ing. When will my cancer clear? When will peace tran-
spire? When will terrorism stop? “In God’s time!” We
don’t know the answer, so we wishfully assume and
assure others that God does. There is a religious man
who would prefer not to be silent on his doubts, reveal-
ing his impatience at the unhurried responses from his
God. His name is Welby.

The Right Reverend Justin Portal Welby is the
105th Archbishop of Canterbury, the most senior
bishop of the Church of England and the symbolic head
of the worldwide Anglican Communion. He was one of
the three clergymen who officiated at the royal wed-
ding of England’s Prince Harry and the American Ms.
Meghan Markle. His personal faith journey started as,
and continues to be, remarkable. In 1974, when he was
eighteen years old, Justin went with an Anglican mis-
sionary group to volunteer to teach at a boys’ school in
Kenya. At that time, he admitted to his friends that he
felt he was an agnostic. It was his mother, Jane, who
encouraged and funded his trip. There, he found him-

self having to cut down
the rope on the neck of a
fellow teenager who had
hanged himself. Within
days of the tragedy, the
future leader of the An-
glican Church admitted
. to a close friend how he
AL had rediscovered faith
in God.

Justin Welby was born on January 6, 1956, in Lon-
don, England. His parents, Gavin Welby and Jane Por-
tal, were both alcoholics, and they divorced when
Justin was only three years old. Jane Portal, until her
marriage, worked as the personal secretary of Prime
Minister Winston Churchill. Justin graduated with
master’s degrees in history and law. For eleven years,
he worked as a financial executive in the petroleum
industry. But despite his well-paying, secure job, he
felt a strong call to serve his God. He took a theology
degree at Saint John’s College in Durham, which
started his ascent into the Anglican Church hierarchy.
On November 9, 2012, the Right Reverend Justin P.
Welby was announced as the 105th Archbishop of the
See of Canterbury, and on March 21, 2013, he was offi-
cially enthroned, responsible for overseeing eighty-five
million church members in over 130 countries.

(To be continued)

Resurrection - Continued from Page 1

more, obeying more, and studying God’s word more ardently...

then

we are becoming more fruitful. Our resurrection experience is in

progress and we are empowered to do better.

Yet, there may be things that might hinder us from experiencing our own resurrection from old life to a re-
newed and fruitful life, especially for us who are members of community. For example, as long-time members,
do we have the tendency to be a know-it-all person? If we are shepherds in the LSS, do we fail to bring our bi-
bles and shepherd using God’s word, or just talk about our own transformation experiences? When we teach, do
we teach using the Holy Scripture as basis? When we testify or share, do we glorify ourselves and not God’s
victory in us? When we hold positions of authority, do we ascribe that authority to God or has power gone to
our heads? Do we give more importance to being right and legalistic than being kind in dealing with rules?

Let us remember that by Christ’s resurrection, Jesus has shown us that life is not just about struggles and
confusion, and that we can find answers to troubling questions and act accordingly because Jesus has con-
quered sin and death. Human suffering offered in faith and love becomes the means by which we receive a new
and glorified life. For this reason we can stand firm on this week’s promise: “When Christ your life appears,

then you too will appear with him in glory,” (Col 3:4).

Adapted from www.bldworld.org
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Save the Date Alvin & Helen Hernandez = 4/28
- . Amor & Yoly Japitana 4/28
May 11 : “Let’'s Bowl!” (4 PM -6 PM) Lino & Yoly Alcasid 4/29
Venue : Playdrome, Toms River, NJ
Jun 29 : “Summer to Remember” Fundraiser
Venue : Jumping Brook Country Club Marshalls The Lord’s Provision
Neptune, 1J Apr 26 - Ed Bautista April 26, 2019
Elner Jamolod Tithes: $$$

Rosary Leaders. Prayer Warriors & Proclaimers May 3 - Jeff Sarmiento Love Offering: $$$

Nestor & Cecille Vasquez, Ramon & Ludy Cuasay, Al Jojo Cac Thank You
& Judy Guerrero, Carl & Mina Duque For Your Generosity
Doubt and Faith men stormed the 1,500-seat Bataclan Concert Hall in

Paris and started shooting into the crowd. Ninety peo-
ple died. When reached by BBC, Archbishop Welby said
he felt shock, horror, and profound sadness. “I was
praying and saying, ‘God, why, why is this happening?
(Continued from previous issue) Where are you in all this? Yes, I doubt.” Paris, he

On November 13, 2014, Reverend Welby was inter- |added, “was one of the happiest places we have lived,
viewed by the BBC at Bristol Cathedral in front of hun- | and to think of a place of such celebration of life seeing
dreds of people. Lucy Tegg, the interviewer, asked him, |such suffering is utterly heartbreaking.” Reverend

Excerpt from the book, “Anna and the Exodus Moon &
Other Stories”
by: Gene P. Del Carmen

“Do you ever doubt?” Welby lived in Paris with his family when he worked in
He responded with warm openness, “Yes, I do, in the petroleum industry. It was also in Paris where his
lots of different ways, really!” He added, “There are young daughter died in a car accident.
moments, sure, where you think, Ts there a God? Just like Mother Teresa, Reverend Welby admitted
‘Where is God?” He then searched for some biblical to bouts of depression. “Black dog” was what Winston
connection: “I love the Psalms; if you look at Psalm 88, |Churchill called it—depressive episodes that come and
that’s full of doubt.” Reverend Welby’s candor only go. “T have those moments, when objectively everything
makes him more human. He may be the worldwide is fine, but you think you are beyond description, hope-

leader of the Anglican Church, but he knows anguish, |less.” That “black dog” type of depression could be quite
rage, incomprehension, and the cold bareness of grief. |common among the clergy. I witnessed this first hand
His first-born child, Joanna, died in a car accident in five years ago when I was working as a chaplain for a
1983 when she was seven months old, a period he has |hospital. A priest struggled with his words at a time
described as “utter agony.” As a teenager, he cared for |when a parishioner couple needed him direly for conso-

an alcoholic father. lation.
On November 13, 2017, three heavily armed gun- (To be continued)
Thomas - Continued from Page 1 What Thomas did was truly remarkable, he rejoined his community

where his friends were. It was when he had rejoined his community that
he was able to confess to his friend, “my Lord and my God”. You see friends, no one can feel the presence of
God all the time, but the community does. Jesus designed Christianity to be practiced in community. We are a
gathering of Christians and we support each other as a faith community, we are the sum total of our individual
selves. Our faith, our hope, and our love are incomplete alone. They are completed in community.

When we were new in the country, one of the places we visited was the Sequoia National Park in California.
It’s a place full of wonderment. There are Sequoia trees that are older than Christianity, still standing. Some
of the oldest trees in the world can be found in that park. I noticed many remarkable things. For example,
some of the roots of the tree grow above the ground. So I asked the ranger how can trees that have some roots
grow above ground get to be so old. Oh, because they do not need to go deep because the roots are intertwined
together. They hold together under the ground. Look up, he asked me, these trees can withstand the strongest
winds a storm can have. What did I see when I looked up, the branches above are intertwined as well. It is only
in retrospect that I can compare a faith community with the Sequoia tree. We have to allow our roots to inter-
twine, we have to hold on to each other to withstand the strongest storms that come our way. Our path, as a
pilgrim in pain is the only way to go. Another remarkable thing that Thomas did was hang around people who
believed. Tell me who your friends are and I'll tell you who you are. Thomas has a lot of company, people who
are perplexed, but honorable people. I have no doubt in my mind. Thomas is our hero!
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