This Sunday’s
Counsel

THEME:
Those who are
faithful to Christ
the King vigi-
lantly prepare for
His coming.

PROMISE:
“You will show
me the path to
life, fullness of
joys in Your pres-
ence, the delights
at Your right
hand forever.”
(Ps 16:11)

WORD:
Dn 12:1-3/ Ps
16:5, 8, 9-10, 11/
Heb 10:11-14, 18/
Mk 13:24-32

ORDER:
e Know that He is
near. (Mk 13:29)

DIRECTIONS:

¢ Be prayerful.

e Learn and live
the word of God.

¢ Repent, change
our ways and

draw closer to
God.
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Don’t Get Caught Unprepared

REFLECTION:
The scripture read-
ings speak about
death, resurrection,
and the end of time.
Even though it is not
something that enters
our mind on a regular
basis, or something
that we talk about in
a gracious conversa-
tion, it is a reality that
each one of us will die
one day. Death is cer-
tain and one day every one of us will stand
before God to make an account of our lives.
The first reading from the Book of
Daniel tells us: “Many of those who sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake; some
shall live forever; others shall be an ever-
lasting horror and disgrace.” Possibly
many of us are not extremely concerned
about the end of the world. But somehow,
death poses a degree of fear in our lives.
Some of us are afraid due to our health or
that of a loved one, some because they
know that they’re in their twilight years,
or simply because we’re not prepared to
leave our loved ones or be detached from
the enjoyment of our earthly possessions.
Whatever our reason is, “not being found
in the book of life” is one statement that
makes us afraid.
If we look at Scripture as a whole, the

possibility of hell, of
being rejected, of dy-
ing is always there.
But it is never the
heart of the Scrip-
ture. The focus of
Scripture is God’s
everlasting love for
us; God truly loves us
and sends His Own
Son to take away sin
so that we can live
forever with Him.
God desires that all
be saved; and He’s with us to lead us in
the path of salvation, fullness of joys, and
the delights at His right hand forever, as
promised to us in the Psalms.

In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of the time
when the Son of Man shall come in great
power and glory and gather the elect into
His kingdom. This means to say that the
‘end time’1is not the end of the story. It is a
new beginning. God is a God of life.
Through the death and resurrection of
Christ, God has shown that there is more
to life than death; God has shown power
over all things, even death. Therefore,
rather than being caught up in fruitless
anxiety over ‘end times’ and the passing
nature of life, we should look forward and
take hope in the love and coming of our
Lord Jesus. Everlasting life with God in
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Mark 10 Celebrates All Saints Day

The Mark 10 ministry successfully had their Pa-
rade of Saints last Friday, November 5th. In celebra-
tion of “All Saints Day”, our Mark 10 kids prepared a
presentation to commemorate the saints in heaven.
The presentation was done after the healing Mass
celebrated by Fr. Peter James Alindogan. The chil-
dren represented and dressed as saints and processed
in the church. It is a way for children to know and
learn how these saints came to live in holiness. Hope-
fully, this will inspire not only the children but also
the whole community to live and follow the lives of the
saints. Ministry coordinators Yoy & Det Quiapo, to-
gether with the Mark 10 children and parents, were
thankful to be able to hold this annual tradition de-
spite the current pandemic.




Online Giving

v 1 ath The Lord’s 3
ou can now send your tithes . . x
and love offerings via Paypal. Provision X
Donate link can be found at November 5, 2021 |: Argie Salada
www.bldtrenton.com . : N Di di
Tithes : $400.00 |; ora Dingerdissen

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Love Offer : $100.00

Thank you for
your generosity!!!

: Loring Pascua
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God’s Blessings

Birthday

11/12 Inna Lukban 11/14
11/13 Beth Zarraga 11/15
11/13 Celia Carillo 11/16

Yoo Yo Yo X X Yo 2o 2 Yo Yo Yo X Yo X 1 Yo
X 22 X 5 2 X 2 X2 2 X 20 2
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Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Mama Mary’s visit - Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service - Bert & Cora Velez 732-688-1541

My heart iy glad, my soud rejoices;
For yow are my uinhervtance, O Lovol

Message, November 18, 2012

Tending The End Times
the St. Mark’s version of a part of Jesus’ dis-
HBEK | course on the end times...(cf. Mk 13:24-32)...is

probably the most difficult Gospel text. This
difficulty stems from both its content and its language:
in fact, it speaks of a future that exceeds our own cate-
gories and for this reason Jesus uses images and words
taken from the Old Testament; but above all he intro-
duces a new center, which is he himself, the mystery of
his Person and of his death and Resurrection...
Everything passes away, the Lord reminds us, but
the word of God does not change and before it each one
of us is responsible for his or her own behavior. We are
judged on this basis. ~ Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus

Joyful and Poor

The joy of the Christian is not a fleeting
emotion or a simple human optimism, but

the certainty of being able to face every situation under
God’s loving gaze, with the courage and strength that
come from Him... Without joy, faith becomes a rigorous
and oppressive exercise, and risks ailing with sad-
ness... Let us ask ourselves this: are we joyful Chris-
tians? Am I a joyful Christian or not? Do we spread joy
or are we dull, sad people, with a funeral face? Remem-
ber that there is no holiness without joy!

Indeed, the world says that in order to have hap-
piness you must be rich, powerful, always young and
strong, and enjoy fame and success. Jesus overturns
these criteria and makes a prophetic proclamation —
and this is the prophetic dimension of holiness — the
true fullness of life is achieved by following Jesus, by
putting His Word into practice. And this means an-
other poverty, that is, being poor inside, hollowing one-
self to make room for God. Those who believe them-
selves to be rich, successful and secure base everything
on themselves and close themselves off from God and
their brothers and sisters, while those who know that
they are poor and not self-sufficient remain open to
God and to their neighbor.

~ Pope Francis
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heaven is the goal of all our lives,
and we must always be yearning for
it.

The readings, therefore, serve not
just as a warning, but an invitation
to reflect on how we live our lives
today. They challenge us to be vigi-
lantly prepared for the coming of
Christ. Jesus made the emphasis
that no one knows, except the Fa-
ther, when the end of time will come.
The truth is -- Jesus will return any
time, any day. Just as we do not
know the exact date of this event, it
is wise to KNOW THAT HE IS
NEAR (order, Mk 13:29) and we
should live our lives as if Jesus is
coming back right now. Thus, every
single day should be a preparation
for our encounter with Jesus. But
what does it mean to be prepared for
the coming of Jesus? And how do we
prepare for His coming? Certainly,
in no way is this preparation passive
or short term, and it is not some-
thing where we should be satisfied
by purely waiting. In our waiting
for the coming of Christ, our King,

we are called to live out our faith in
every word and deed of every day.

We are called to a life of active disci-

pleship.

The Gospel antiphon exhorts us
to, “Pray that we have the strength to
stand before the Son of Man” (Lk
21:36). So, in our preparation let us
always be reminded of the word
“PRAY".

P - stands for Persistence or Perse-
verance. Do not be discouraged or
disappointed. If we persevere
and ask the Holy Spirit for guid-
ance and strength then grace will
abound

R - stands for Reflect and Repent.
We need to be always in the state
of grace. Let us always have a
good examination of conscience
and avail of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Repentance
means staying in relationship
with God and with others.

- stands for Action. Jesus com-
mands us that our love of God
should be translated into action —
loving our neighbors as ourselves.
We should do acts of charity and

mercy.
Y - stands for Yearning and Yield-

ing. Our hearts should have a

deep longing for God and His

Word.

We are blessed to belong in this
faithful community, for through its
mission, through its various activi-
ties, teachings, and Praise & Wor-
ship, we are prepared and nourished
as we walit for the coming of our
Lord Jesus. Let us not procrastinate
for tomorrow may be too late. Let us
do the good we can today and let go
of any regrets because we may not
have the opportunity again tomor-
row. Let us make each day count
and be grateful for the grace of today
and every single day, because Jesus
comes to us every day in ordinary
events of our life. Lastly, let us be
vigilant and bold whenever we pro-
fess our faith in praying the Creed
which says, “Jesus will come again
in glory to judge the living and the
dead and His Kingdom will have no
end”. Truly, “We believe in the resur-
rection of the body and life everlast-
ing...Amen.”
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