THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL
17th Week of the Ordinary Time

THEME:
We are proclaimers and witnesses of God’s Kingdom
when we persevere in prayer and receive the gifts of
the Spirit.

PROMISE:
“For everyone who asks, receives,; and the one who
seeks, finds, and to the one who knocks, the door will
be opened.” (Lk 11:10)

WORD:
Gn 18:20-32/ Ps 138:1-3, 6-8/ Col 2:12-14/ Lk 11:1-13
ORDER:
1. “And I tell you, ask and you will receive, seek

and you willfind, knock and the door will be opened

to you.” (Lk 11:9)

2. “Persevere and be persistent in your prayer.” (Lk 11:8)
DIRECTIONS:

1. Pray without ceasing and ask for the

indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

2. Have an intimate relationship with God and
surrender to His will.
3. Be persistent in interceding for others.

4. Trust the Lord and keep faith.

L3
veume2s,150e30  BUIKAS LLoob Sa DlyOS July 25, 2025
""And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13
heart. Prayer is more than saying words; it is opening ourselves to God. We share our joys,
struggles, and hopes with the One who knows us best. Through prayer we establish a two-way
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PERSEVERANCE IN PRAYER

Prayer is the lifeblood of our soul; the “oxygen of the soul”, according to St. Padre Pio. It is the
communication with God and we become one with Him. Since God knows everything that we
need, prayer, therefore, we should be more of listening to God rather than talking. Reflecting on

http://bldtrenton.com
raising of one’s mind and heart to God. St. Therese of Lisieux described prayer as a surge of the
the scripture is one way to listen to God. These words are inspired, breathed by the Holy Spirit. (2 Tim 3:16).

In prayer, we do not impose our will on God; rather, we surrender our will to Hisdivine will. We
pray because we are convinced of God’s power, and we trust His love and providence. God
listens to those who seek Him with faith. In Luke’s Gospel, the disciples asked Jesus to teach

PSALM: Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

them how to pray and He taught them Our Father or the Lord’s prayer. It is the most recognized and recited prayer in Christian tradition. It is simple but
meaningful and it contains the essential elements: reverence for God’s name, petition for the kingdom, request for daily needs, forgiveness, and
protection from trial. Jesus assures us that God answers prayers. “And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.” Jesus wants
us to seek the Holy Spirit who guides us, enlightens us and moves us. St Paul in his letter to the Romans reminds us to ask for the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit who comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit itself intercedes with inexpressible
groanings. He also reminds us to pray without ceasing as his letter to the Galatians tells us. God appears to want us to bug Him. Why? Maybe because
He’d rather us look to Him for assistance than to the idols of this age like material things, money and other wealth. Asking Him for help strengthens the
virtue of humility in us.

After all, it is an admission that we are not in total control of the universe and that we need His help. And most important is because He is a loving
Father and He likes being with us, even when we come just to ask Him. Scripture also tells us what to ask for. We are often wrong about what to ask
for, because we misidentify what will really make us happy. God knows us better than we know ourselves, since He created us. And He loves us more
than we love ourselves, because He is our Father. Perseverance in prayer is a crucial aspect of one's spiritual life. It emphasizes continuing to pray
despite challenges, or delays in answers, or feelings of discouragement. Perseverance in prayer, as understood by the Catholic Church, is not simply
about persistence but is essentially anchored in the theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity.

Prayer becomes more pronounced when our actions express our faith in God; that we live our life how God wants us to. Faith means that when you ask,
you believe that the God will answer.Prayer is very important to Jesus. Jesus Christ himself is the model of perseverance in prayer. The Gospel recounts
numerous instances when Jesus withdrew to pray, sometimes all night (Luke 6:12), and instructed his disciples to pray always without losing heart
(Luke 18:1). To lose heart is to become discouraged and lose faith for what we are praying for. Many times, we get to be more dedicated in our prayer
life when trials come. He wants us to continually knock on His door, asking for His help and guidance. By doing this, God wants the need or concern
we are praying for, whether for ourselves or for someone else, to take root in our hearts. He wants the Holy Spirit to have the opportunity to transform
our hearts, to make them more compassionate and loving, to make us more humble. At times, He prepares our hearts to receive what we truly need,
which may be different than what we want, and this preparation requires time. Persistent prayer can lead to personal transformation, helping us to

align our desires with God's will and grow in virtues like patience and humility. Prayer is a source of strength, enabling us to face life's difficulties and
overcome challenges with courage and perseverance. Persevering in prayer fosters a closer relationship with God, allowing us to experience His love
and guidance in a deeper way. God is at work, shaping us through prayer, mercy, and faith.

When we pray as a community, we become an army of prayer warriors. Matthew 18:20 states, "For where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. " There is power in a community prayer. Every activity in our
community begins and ends with prayer. Part of our Formation program is the teaching on growth in prayer and the
requirement to go through the Intercessory Ministry. This is one way to show our love and charity towards other people as we
share their burdens and petitions. Abraham in the first reading is a perfect example of this. Abraham pleads for mercy, and God
is willing to spare a city for the sake of a few good people. Jesus teaches us to pray with trust, knowing God is generous and
kind. Prayer coupled with sacraments and service are the foundation of our spiritual maturity. Let’s pray that He will steer us
away from doubts and the tendency to be impatient and not relying on mere human understanding and capabilities. Keep our
eyes fixed on Jesus with full confidence and let everything we do be our prayer.
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TITHES: $ 384
LOVE OFFERING: $ 760
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Thank you for
your generosity
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You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

“So they are no longer two, but one flesh. ’f "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

Therefore what God has joined together, let no / /f' ¢ and before you were born I consecrated you"

one separate.” Matthew 19:6 2 (| Jeremiah 1:5

Rene & Grace Gallofin July 17 Jay Talag July 18

Tony & Tess Corso ] Michelle Tecarro July 18
Aurie Apostol July 19
Aris Mejares July 19
Morris Teves July 22
Marc Mance July 22
Grace Palencia July 23
Dennis Tactaquin July 23
Boylly Arriola July 24

Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Mama Mary's Visit
For Prayer Service

Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Send Prayer Request Tos

"In order to
We do not nee
death, but to
by caring for
this, our time
That Is the supre
that is prier "to all
soclety’s rules and gives
them their meaning."

Fealing Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15p.m./\ 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& S5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

made himself a
neighbor to
everyone.
That is why, we should
become a neighbor to all
whom we meet. Imitating the
Lord’s example, we too are
called to bring consolation
and hope, especially to those
who are experiencing

discouragement and
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‘The Kingdom of &God
grons like a seed in the
ground, and the women
and men of today, even
when seemingly
overnhelmed by so many
other things, still yearn
for a greater truth; they
search for a fuller
meaning for their lives,
desire justice, and carry
Within themselves a
longing for eternal life."
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The Lord has

the mission to care
X for creation,
and to bring it peace and
econciliation. We hear
the cry of the earth and
the poor, for that cry has
reached the heart of God.
Our indignation is His
indignation; our work is
His work.
Pope Leo X1/
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it you have learned dbout My mord,
ly it in your lives.

t you have nurtured in your heart
t My word, sustain it.

you found hord in My wWord, suffer
endure it.

t you have proclaimed to others
ut My word, spread it to all to the
of the earth".

LAST WEEK'S
PROPHECIES

was ever produced by the will of man, but men spok
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21
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“Life In The Spirit Seminar”

September 26 - 28, 2025
St. Mary's School
538 Church St., Middletown Township, NJ 07748

Registration Deadline: August 24, 2025
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FORMED
SO R ey G Tl BLD Newark's Teaching Ministry has an
out to Youfor help, And You — iCtive subscription to Formed which is a

fiveledeme” 2aln 302 Cotholic. resource for movies, programs,

audios, and books which they want to share
with BLD Trenton. They have already paid
for it, s0 1t will be free for vs. If you are
interested, go to the Formed app, click on
'Sign up", then click 'l belong to a Parish
or Organization". Type in "Bukas loob sa
Diyos", then enter your email address ond
other information needed to sign-in. Enjoy
all the resources that it offers to better
know our Catholic religion at its fullest!
Your Formation Apostolate

Betouched,

'HEALING MASS

August 9, 2025 Saturday 7:00PM
St. Moniea Catholic Church
679 W. Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527

732.804-8055

For furtherinformation, lease call:  Ching Mangali
Buds Vilanueva: 508.278.4496
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