THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

2nd Sunday in Lent

THEME:
We receive God’s boundless love when we listen to Jesus
and allow Him to transform our life

PROMISE:
“He will change our lowly body to conform with His
glorified body.” (Phil 3:21a)
WORD:
Gn 15:5-12, 17, 18/ Ps 27:1-9, 13, 14/ Phil 3:17-4:1/ Lk 9:28-36
ORDER:
. “Wait for the Lord.” Ps27:14

. “Listen to him.” Lk 9:36
. “Stand firm in the Lord.”
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Phil 4:1

DIRECTIONS:

—

. Know Jesus by studying His Word.
2. Love Jesus by imitating His Life.
3. Serve Jesus by caring for His People.

PSALM:

Transfiguration

A Glimpse of Divine Glory:

The Transfiguration, where Jesus' face shone like
the sun and his clothes became white as light,
offers a glimpse of his divine nature and the glory
that awaits those who follow him.

Hope and Transformation:

The story is a reminder that even in the midst of
hardship and suffering (which we reflect on
during Lent), there is hope for transformation and
a future filled with glory.

Following Jesus' Example:

The Transfiguration, followed by the Father's
command to "listen to him," encourages us to
follow Jesus' teachings and example, not just in
our actions but also in our hearts and minds.

The Paschal Mystery:

The Transfiguration is a preview of Jesus'
eventual glory, and it reminds us that our Lenten
journey is a journey towards Easter, where we
celebrate his resurrection and victory over death.

The Importance of Prayer and Reflection:

The Transfiguration is a call to deepen our prayer
life and to reflect on our relationship with God,
seeking to be transformed by his grace and love.

Recognizing Christ in Others:

The story encourages us to recognize Christ in all
people, especially those in need, and to work
towards a world of justice and peace.

The Power of the Eucharist:

The Transfiguration can be seen as a
foreshadowing of the Eucharist, where the bread
and wine are transformed into the body and blood
of Christ, offering us strength and nourishment on
our Lenten journey.

"And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,

e
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but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13
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LISTEN AND TRANSFORM
The story told in the Gospel for this coming Sunday is about The
Transfiguration. Jesus took three of His disciples to the mountain
who witnessed Him transfigure by his face changing in appearance
and his clothing becoming dazzling white. Peter, James, and John
saw Jesus filled with divine glory. Then they heard a voice that came
through the clouds and said, “This is my chosen Son; listen to him.”.
Peter, James, and John heard the affirmation of God the Father about
Jesus being divinely-chosen, God-anointed, Beloved Son. In this
moment of transfiguration, Jesus brought the earthly disciples right
into the heavenly realm, providing a glimpse of the reality of
Christ’s glory.

The Lord is my light and my salvation

At the transfiguration, Peter, James, and John were invited to
witness the fullness of who Jesus is, reinforcing the idea that
transformation is central to our Christian faith. To find ourselves in the
presence of God in His awesome Glorious form must be powerfully
transformative. We are encouraged to reflect on our own
transformations, asking how we are being changed and invited to
embrace the promptings of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

This Gospel connects the concept of metamorphosis to the broader
theme of transformation in our life as disciples of Jesus. As stated by
St.Paul in Philippians 3:17, as believers we are called to join to be
imitators of Christ in conducting ourselves according to the model Jesus
Christ set for us. This transformation is not just a one-time event but a
continuous process, inviting each person to seek deeper surrender and
ongoing change in their lives through Christ. Our take home messages
are the following;

1. Preview of future glory:
The Transfiguration shows Jesus in his heavenly glory, which is
seen as a preview of the glorified state that disciples will
experience after death.

2. Transformative Power:
Witnessing Jesus' transfiguration
on the mountain is meant to
inspire faith in the transforming
energy of God, leading disciples
to undergo a spiritual change in
their lives.

3. Chosen to follow:
The event encourages Christians
to actively follow Jesus' teachings
and example, striving to live a life
that reflects his divine nature.
The Transfiguration shows that
being transformed means you are
able to stand and inspire others to
be transformed.
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TITHE: $605
LOVE OFFERING: $494
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You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Thank you for
your generosity
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“So they are no longer two, but one flesh. #
Therefore what God has joined together, let no Y/
one separate.” Matthew 19:6

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you"
Jeremiah 1:5

Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Fealing Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

the attractions of
Way. How does he
raspondlng to temptations
Word of God, which says not
Ke advantage, not to use God,
rs ond things for oneself, not to
take advantage of one’s onn position
to obtain privieges. Becavse true
happiness and true freedom are not
found in possessing, but in sharing; not
In taking advantage of others, but In
loving them; not in the obsession of
power, but in the joy of service."

Pope Francis
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"I foct, Jdesus’ thirst is not only
physical. It expresses the deepest
thirsts of our lives, and it is, dbove all,
a thirst for our love. He s more than a
beggar. He 'is thirsty" for our love.
And this nwill emerge at the culminating
moment of his passion, on the cross,
nhere, before dying, Jesus will say: "I
thirst" (dn 19:28). That thirst for love
brought him to descend, to lower
himself, to be one of vs."
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in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within both humanity
and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heayen.
May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redegmen#”
throughout the earth.
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LENT: Springtime of Self Disco

As we continue our jo
focus on the Lord Jesus. As wi
in our relationship that transcend:
empowers us to continue our pilgrim:
more strength and enthusiasm. In our First Reading, Abraham has
such an experience. Although he is a childless, wandering nomad, he
undergoes a spiritual event that draws him into a closer relationship
with GOD Who promises him and his too-many-to-be-numbered
descendants a future homeland. The psalmist seems to have a similar
feeling of ultimate trust in the LORD. In today’s Second Reading, St.
Paul exhorts those who hear his letter being proclaimed (both in
Philippi and today) to focus not on earthly things but on “our
citizenship” in heaven. In the Gospel, Jesus
allows His three closest disciples to see His
glory as He is transfigured before their eyes.
Although they do not understand the full
meaning at this time, their continued relationship
with Jesus leads them to the place and time when they will better
understand and experience Jesus’ ultimate moment of glory on the
cross and at tomb.

is Lenten season, we

As I reflect on all the readings and my journey during this Lent, I
sense a challenge to focus on my prayer life, and not just my rattling
off memorized words to GOD. The Lord Jesus is calling me (and all
faithful journeyers) into a deeper relationship. Contemplative or
meditative prayer is one means of drawing into that closer and more
intimate relationship with the GOD Who is Abba, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit. Part of the contemplative (meditative) process is to realize that
we are on a journey that does not find its destination merely here on
earth. It demands that we look beyond our worldly pursuits to our
ultimate destiny in heaven with GOD.

The personal question/action for today:

e How much time do I spend in prayer and meditation, seeking a
deeper relationship with GOD?

o When have I experienced the presence of the Lord Jesus in such
a way that I was drawn
even closer to GOD?

e  How did that experience
and the later reflection on

e that experience empower
me to follow the Lord
Jesus more closely and to
reach out to others?
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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
MARCH 21 - 23, 2025

Ave Marla Retreat House
The National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa

854 Ferry Road Doylestown, PA 18901

Registratio 00 per couple.

for Beals and Accommor
Friday 6:30 pm - Sunday 4:00 pm

ForveEon o 1
o Homtrenuens W38 801 - 8740
Dnisen Gatarars (739 267 - 34041 ToyNien Jvares 603) 9542300
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invites you to the

MAY 2-4, 2025

ST. MARY SCHOOL

. o+
538 Church Street, Middletown, NMJ 0?148

l'.
For Details | Registrdtion
Tess Corso 732.604.191.4

Roy & Chinky Rubtato *

732.895.5430 | 732.895.5509
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Marriage Encounter 24 - March 21-23 at the Ave
Maria A

Retreat House. The deadline for submitting
registration

form is March 7 th . Aggressively follow up your
potential candidates. Minimum of 6 couples are
required to go forward with the Encounter.

Contact persTs:
Hombrebueno and Juarez

i
LENT SCHEDULE

Please be guided by the following change in venue g(;r the
first six Fridays of Lent. On April 25th, we will be back in
St Veronica.l

March 7, 14, 21, & 28, 2025 - St Monica Roman Catholic Church
679 W Veterans Highway

Jackson Township, NJ 08527

* Please feel free to join the Parish Statlons of the Cross
from 7-7:45p

April 4, 2025 - YLSS Invocation Mass
St Mary School (Euphemia Hall)

538 Church Street

Middletown, NJ 07748

April 11, 20251 St Monica Church
* Please feel free to’mn the Parish Stations of the Cross

from 7-7:45p 5
April 18, 2025, Géaééﬁday -NO BLD

We encourage everyone to participate in the services of
your parish church. T‘

April 25, 2025, Friday’fter Easter - Back in St Veronica

Church ).
.|
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