THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

23rd Week of the Ordinary Time

THEME:
We are true followers of Christ when we surrender
our plans, attachments, and priorities to Him.

PROMISE:
“...the gracious care of the Lord...prosper the
work of our hands.” (Ps 90:17)

WORD:
Wis 9:13-18B/ Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17/ Phil
9-10, 12-17/ Lk 14:25-33

ORDER:
1) “Renounce all your possessions to be My disciple” Lk 14:33
2) “Carry your own cross and come after Me” Lk 14:27
DIRECTIONS:

1) Place Jesus in the center of your life

2) Detach from self-centeredness and live with
generosity and simplicity

3) Live your lives as true disciples through service
and love for others

4) Accepting opportunities to serve and witness in
the community
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""And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13

True discipleship. We are true followers of Christ when we
surrender our plans, attachments and priorities to Him. It is indeed
easier said than done. However, as Catholic Christians, when we
received the grace of baptism and later confirmation, we received
the blessing and grace of discipleship. "As little infants you must
be born anew until Jesus Christ is formed in you" (Gal 4: 19).
What does it mean ? To have Jesus Christ shaped in us is to speak
like Him, think like Him and will as He willed . As humans, this is
a bit challenging to commence. But it can be done with humility,

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge

cheerfulness and perseverance with tranquility and composure of mind and to never be frightened with the task at
hand and truly believing that the new birth within us, Jesus Christ will have full effect in our lives. This means we
put more value in our daily conduct so that Jesus Christ can be recognized, meek and humble as he was , not only
for the outward looks but mainly in our hearts. Life gains eternal depth when every action aligns with God's
overarching and sovereign purpose. When our simplest actions are infused with awareness of His presence, our
everyday responsibilities become sacred. We are not simply getting by or marking time but we are somehow
serving , worshipping and living intentionally for our Father God.

When our Father calls us to renounce ALL for His sake, it is not his intention to leave us without comfort and
people around us but to fill up the void in our hearts with Himself , with hopes far surpassing any this world can
give but a happiness and joy such as the inhabitants of heaven alone can enjoy. Fullness in Christ means living free
from the world's limitations and embracing instead His abundant daily grace. Often we allow wordly comforts-
money , status , relationships or acheivements to fill inner voids that only God's presence was designed to fulfill.
The richness Christ offers centers around spiritual growth , lasting joy and purposeful joy and purposeful living
that earthly prosperity can't replicate. Today, consider where we might be unintentionally trading the immeasurable
abundance available in Christ for far lesser temporary comforts. Allow ourselves to release our grip from worldly
security , inviting God's transformative grace that empowers us to live abundantly, richly and purposefully for Him.

The grace of discipleship is a truly a blessing and though it is a hard task, we should strive to live a life of love,
self-sacrifice and righteousness . As he promised "... the gracious care of the Lord...prosper the work of our hands"
(Ps.90:17). We need to let Him lead our lives, in complete surrender.
We need to carry our cross and let go of the comforts of this life and of
anything that keeps us from following Him. We need to trust God with all
our hearts and to lean Not on our own understanding. True
discipleship means trusting that our Father God has a better plan for each
one of us even when sometimes we can not see it clearly. When we let God
lead our life with His plan, we receive something much greater and
rewarding. His care, direction and many many blessings. When we
choose to surrender, He takes what we offer and makes it fruitful, not just
for our sake, but for His Kingdom. Yes, we still need to plan, dream and
act on our plans but this time, we will have Christ in the middle of it all.
LET GO and LET GOD.

True discipleship

When God is the
center of our
lives, we live to
please Him.
When we please
God, we want
Him to influence
each area of our
lives. This is
discipleship.
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TITHES: $ 1,162
LOVE OFFERING: $ 259
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You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Thank you for
your generosity

“So they are no longer two, but one flesh. A
Therefore what God has joined together, let no / /’
one separate.” Matthew 19:6 (]

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you"
Jeremiah 1:5

Dave & Libay Baliscao  Sept Sherry Arabit Sept 5
Butch Chioco Sept 5
Sette Lemon Sept 6
Nestor Conde Sept 7
Beth Langomes Sept 7
Raquel Arriola Sept 8
Aaron Cruz Sept 9
Manny Palacios Sept 10
Jean Delean Sept 11
Baby Inid Sept 11

Whe Are You Gonna Gall (er Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Fealing Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& S5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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LAST WEEK'S
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RENOUNCE YOUR OLD
AND

In the Gospel, Jesus addresse
His disciples. Following the Lor
listening to what Jesus says. It mean:
heart, and soul. It demands renunciatio: self, old ties, and a
complete commitment — mentally, physically, and spiritually — to
being like the Master-Teacher. A very important aspect of this
commitment is the mental resolve to act in a manner that reflects
one’s relationship with the Lord Jesus.

I am struck with exhortations of today’s readings. Being a
disciple of Jesus is a call to rise above our normal human way of
acting and to act in a “supernatural” way. ‘“Supernatural” for me
means what the etymology of the word implies “above the
natural.” It does not mean “purely spiritual,” but implies a going
beyond the normal, or being lifted to a higher plane of action. We
cannot rise to this higher level of acting by our own doing. We can
only do this with GOD’s help, focusing on the life and ministry of
our Master-Teacher, and with the guidance and empowerment of
the Holy Spirit.

An example of one acting on this higher level is what Paul asks
of Philemon. Philemon has every right to not only have his slave
(Onesimus) back, but to harshly punish him for his running away.
Paul is asking Philemon not to continue the acceptable practice of
his time of dominating his slave, but to treat the once useless slave
as a useful brother and co-worker in
the Lord Jesus and in proclaiming the
GOoD News. For Philemon to do as
Paul suggests will take an extraordinary|
amount of strength and commitment, |
and the help of GOD.

In a similar manner, Jesus is asking
His disciples (including us living today)
to rise above our normal way of
relating to family, possessions, and
living in general. We are to place our
relationship with the Lord Jesus as the
primary relationship in our lives. We
must be completely dedicated to the
mission of Jesus.
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