This Sunday’s

Counsel

THEME:
Those who are
faithful to Christ
the King listen to
Him and testify
to the truth.

PROMISE:
“Behold, He is
coming amid the
clouds, and every

eye will see
Him...” (Rv1:7a)

WORD:
Dn 7:13-14/ Ps
93:1, 1-2, 5/ Rv
1:5-8/ Jn 18:33b-
37

ORDER:

o Testify to the
truth. (Jn 18:37b)

o Listen to my
voice. (Jn 18:37c)

DIRECTIONS:

e Live the Word of
God through the
Scriptures.

¢ Be a good witness
of God’s love.

¢ Be still and unite
ourselves more
deeply with
Christ through
prayer.
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REFLECTION:

The celebration of the
Solemnity of our Lord Je-
sus Christ who is King of
the Universe marks the
culmination of the Liturgi-
cal Year. It is time to give
praise, glory and honor to
the Majestic King for the
many miracles He has per-
formed, for all the teach-
ings He has given to the
people, and most of all for
His passion, death and
resurrection to redeem us
from our sins in obedience
to the will of His Father.

A significant part of the
gospel is the dialogue be-
tween Pilate and Jesus as He stands trial.
Pilate said, “Your own nation and the chief
priests have handed you over to me.’ Jesus
answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this
world. If my kingdom were from this
world, my followers would be fighting to
keep me from being handed over to the
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from
here.” (Jn 18:35-36)

Kings or rulers of earthly empires es-
tablish their kingdom by conquest of terri-
tories through warfare and force their sub-
jects to pay taxes so that they can live in
luxurious palaces while they build and
sustain their armies. Jesus came into this
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world to show us a new
kind of king. His is the
power of love, not the power
" of the sword. He came to

&0 rule not from a throne, but
M from the cross. Jesus came

kingdom in the hearts of
.8 those He ransoms from

¥ their sins. He came to offer
salvation freely to all who
willingly submit to Him.

Jesus did not show His
grandeur and His glory.
People did not recognize
Him because He came as a
humble Servant King, not
as a powerful earthly ruler.
He is the King of love and
peace. He came to serve, not to be served.
He is the sacrificial offering, the Lamb of
God. Yet, he calls us to reign with Him.
When we listen to His voice and accept His
Truth, we will one day see the true Ruler
of the Universe and reap the promise,
“Behold, he is coming amid the clouds, and
every eye will see him...” (Rev 1: 7a).

He is the goal of every man, the joy of
all who hear, and the fulfillment of man’s
aspirations. He is challenging people to
ponder the meaning of what He pro-
claimed and apply it to their hearts. Hear-
ing Jesus in this sense means not only lis-

King - See Page 2

Tending
the
Flock

Christ The King’s Power

It is in the very offering of himself in the sacrifice of expiation that Jesus becomes King of the
universe, as he himself was to declare when he appeared to the Apostles after the Resurrection: “All
authority in Heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Mt 28: 18).

But in what does this ‘power’ of Jesus Christ the King consist? It is not the power of the kings or the great
people of this world; it is the divine power to give eternal life, to liberate from evil, to defeat the dominion of
death. It is the power of Love that can draw good from evil, that can melt a hardened heart, bring peace amid
the harshest conflict and kindle hope in the thickest darkness. This Kingdom of Grace is never imposed and
always respects our freedom. Christ came “to bear witness to the truth” (Jn 18: 37), as he declared to Pilate:
whoever accepts his witness serves beneath his ‘banner’, according to the image dear to St Ignatius of Loyola.
Every conscience, therefore, must make a choice. Who do I want to follow? God or the Evil One? The truth or
falsehood? Choosing Christ does not guarantee success according to the world's criteria but assures the peace
and joy that he alone can give us. This is demonstrated, in every epoch, by the experience of numerous men
and women who, in Christ's name, in the name of truth and justice, were able to oppose the enticements of
earthly powers with their different masks, to the point that they sealed their fidelity with martyrdom.

~ Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus Message, November 22, 2009
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The theme for the week
tells us — Those who are
faithful to Christ the King
listen to Him and testify to
the truth. As His faithful
followers, we are called to
listen and testify to Jesus
who is Truth Himself.
Spiritual truth comes from
God, revealed to us in His
Word, that He loves us
through His Son Jesus. It
is centered on the gospel
which transforms our
hearts and brings us un-
der the Lordship of Christ.
We are duty bound to be
living witnesses of Christ
saving power. We leave
behind anything else that

life.
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who gave us freedom, and
we let Him rule over our

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, we bow in
adoration to the glory of
your Kingship. We pray
that you continue to reign
in our hearts and take con-
trol of our lives. We pray
that you will always save a
space for us in Your king-
dom. Guide us by your
word so that we can be a
witness to your great love
and your saving power.
You reign with the Father
in union with the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Mama Mary’s visit - Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service - Bert & Cora Velez 732-688-1541
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others do not.

A man’s soul is as full of voices as a for-
est; there are ten thousand tongues there
like all the tongues of the trees: fancies, follies, memo-
ries, madnesses, mysterious fears, and more mysteri-
ous hopes. All sanity in life consists in coming to the
conclusion that some of those voices have authority and

Sanity

~ G.K. Chesterton

Timing, Words, Gratefulness
A reflection on the Leaders Retreat
held at St. Raphael’s Church, Livingston, NJ on November 13, 2021 with
Rev. Fr. Lito Ebron as Speaker

Three main points resonated
with me. First is timing, Fr. Lito
showed a video that every person
has their own season, their own
pace in life. We cannot be envious of
other people's sudden success or
what they have because it is their
own life, not ours. It is their race,
not our race. And if we pray to God
for the things that we want to hap-
pen in our life, it cannot be in our
own time. But for most of us, it is
hard to wait for God’s timing. Thus,
we have to be reminded that if we
trust in Him with all our heart, lean
not on our own understanding, and
in all our ways be mindful of God,
He will make straight your path
(Prv 3: 5-6).

Second is the power of Words.
God has given us His words, His
promise to use in our lives. When
we are fearful God has said in
Isaiah 41, “Fear not, I am with you,
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be not dismayed: I am your God. I
will strengthen you and help you
and uphold you with my right hand
of justice...For I am the Lord , your
God, who grasps your right hand; It
is I who say to you, fear not, I will
help you.” How powerful are these
words, coming from God Himself.
Saying these words does not mean
you are not going to feel fear but
rather no matter what, God is with
us, He 1s on our side. He 1s there to
help, and you are trusting Him.
And this is why the third part is
being grateful, grateful for God's
promises. “Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not

pass away, (Mt 24:35). Truly we are
grateful for these. Anything that
comes to our lives that for us seems
to be a challenge, an obstacle, a defi-
cit, still, with grateful hearts we
should praise God. It took so many
years for the Israelites to reach the
promised land because of com-
plaints, and being ungrateful.

When we feel like our lives are not
what they should be, instead of com-
plaining, we should be grateful for
what we have now.

It was truly an inspiring,
blessed, fruitful retreat last Satur-
day. I am praying that what we
learned that day will remind us to
use it in our daily lives - live on
God’s timing, rely on God’s word
and be always grateful to God for
everything.




