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Second Sunday of Easter Diocese Of Tl‘enton

THEME: »
We live a transformed life when we place our full trust in em
Jesus, the Divine Mercy.

PROMISE: http://bldtrenton.com
“...believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, that through ""And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,

this belief you may have life in his name.” (Jn 20:31) but the greatest of these is LOVE' 1 Corinthians 13:13

WORD: TRUST IN JESUS, THE DIVINE MERCY

Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24/ Rv 19-1LI2-13/ = The Gospel reading brings us to two profound appearances of Jesus Christ after His resurrection.

Jn 20:19-31 _ N y
In the first, He reveals Himself to the disciples—but Thomas is not among them. When the
Hove ORDER: others proclaim, "We have seen the Lord," Thomas responds with doubt, insisting that he will
1. Believe (Jn 20:7 : . . . ! r
2. Receive the Holy Spirit (Jn 20:22) not believe unless he sees Jesus with his own eyes and touches the wounds in His hands and side.
3. Do not be afraid (Rev 1:17)

Eight days later, Jesus appears once more, this time to Thomas. With tender mercy, He invites
him, “Touch My wounds, and see for yourself.” This moment reveals something deeply human

DIRECTIONS: : / X : : i .
1. Live a life of faith, prayer, and service. in Thomas, a longing for certainty, for something tangible to hold onto amidst confusion and
2. Yield to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. sorrow. Yet, when Jesus appears again, He does not condemn Thomas for his doubt but meets
3. Face life’s challenges with courage and

him with compassion, extending an invitation to believe. As Thomas touches His wounds, his
doubt turns to awe, and he declares, "My Lord and my God!"

PSALM: Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlasting

In response, Jesus speaks words that resonate across time: "Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." In these words, we
are reminded that faith is not the absence of doubt, but the choice to trust, even when we cannot see. Christ, in His infinite mercy, responds
to our questions and gently calls us deeper into belief. The story eminds us of the importance of hav

with Christ. Like Thomas, we may experience moments of doub en that doubt stems from a sincere search fo

longing for God to become real in our lives, it can actually lead u er to Him. In this
toward deeper faith, and our desire to see and know Christ more intimately becomes a
His presence in a way that will transform our lives.As we choose to believe, our fai?
His love and mercy. £ f

strength from God.

sacred personal invitation to encounter
grows, nurtured by the presence of

Our belief and the maturity of our faith must be evident in the way we live our dgi%i}fi\'fes. Faith is not just something we profess with our
lips. It must be lived out through our actions, choices, and the way we treat others. We are called to live a life rooted in faith, sustained by
prayer, and expressed in service. As Scripture reminds us, "faith without works is dead" (James 2:26). To live a life of faith means trusting
in God even when the path is uncertain—believing in His promises and surte: g our fears and doubts int ‘Fi‘s hands.

RAY

is not just about asking for what we need, it’s about building our relationship with God no matter what we are facing. It is sitting in God’s
presence, asking for His Holy Spirit, His gift of peace, His gift ¢ tTength, His gift of healing, His wisdom: Throug yer, we open
ourselves to the Holy Spirit and yield to its promptings, and trusting in Him that we will be transformed by His love. gh His Holy
Spirit, we will be able to open our eyes and trust that despite the ¢ ges and trials, that He is always there with u

This is when we are asked to live a more of prayerful life. Through prayer, evethat we stay connei ej}o the heart of God. Prayer

trials, and moments that test our resolve. k followers of
have to face them with courage and strength- God. In our
community, we show our belief in God by helping each other|through our service. When we serve others—whethet through kind
words, our warm smiles when we welcome our brothers and sisters, through sharing our reflections during WSC, through our
Intercessory prayers, or simply by being present in our Praise and ‘Worship—our lives then become a testimony, a witness to His
love at work in us, an evidence that we believe and trust in Him. y

In one of orders, it is said, “Do not be afraid.” Life brings unce
Christ, we believe that we do not face these challenges alone.
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e recognize also that there comes a time in our
s—to become sk , to teach, to share our

As we reflect further on what it means to show others our belig
journey within the community when we are gently called to s

stories in encounters, or to lead in ministries. These invitations : ing, and stepping em often requires a leap
of faith. Yet in those moments of uncertainty, we are remindg our own strengt serve! God, in His
faithfulness, provides the spirit of strength and courage we nee L our yes, othe lieve. More
than two thousand years have passed since the disciples walkec sus—seeing Him, he ari 2 Him. Today,
though we no longer have that same physical encounter, God’s*Divine Merey' continues+to reach out to us. He'touches our hearts,

ignites our faith, and invites us to live as witnesses of His love and grace. We are the living signs of His wonders and miracles, the
vessels through which His mercy is continually revealed in the world. So let us open our hearts and acknowledge His constant
presence in our lives. Let us believe in His mercy, share that belief with others, and live with the trust that He is always with us.
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TITHES: $00
LOVE OFFERING: $00
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Thank you for
your generosity
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You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754
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"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

and before you were born I consecrated you"
Jeremiah 1:5

“So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no
one separate.” Matthew 19:6

Who Are You Genna Gall (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Fealing Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

PRAYE E FRANCIS

With the passln'g of Pope Froncis,

let vs pray for the eternal /’“\
repose of his soul and for the
College of Cardinals as they “ & e/
embark on their sacred duty to v @f
elect Pope Francis’ successor: i

Heavenly Father, L
You entrusted the care of Your
Church on earth to Pope Francis,
and non You have called him to
Yourself. We entrust his soul to

Sest ire

g%/(l/(‘ ¢

Your boundless mercy. For his lifelong service, ne thank
You. For his care for the poor and marginalized, we
thank YouFor his witness to simplicity, we thank You.

In Your mercy, cleanse him of all sin. Purify him and dran
him into the light of Your presence. Grant him the vision
of Your Eternal Essence, into which we all long to be
drann.

Protect Your Church in this time of transition. Guide the
Cardinals in their sacred duty. Gront them Wisdom and
Courage, Hope and Charity, and the Faith they need to
discern Your Holy Will.

Father Most Holy, our God and King, Creator of all that
Was, is, and is to come.You alone know the heort of the
one You have chosen as the successor to Pope Francis.
Reveal Your will to the College of Cardinals. Open their
hearts to Your inspirations. Open our hearts to receive,
with faith and obediencethe one whom You will raise up
to sit on the Chair of Saint Peter.

May he be a men of deepest compassion, a man of
profound faith and hope.a man whose charity shines forth,
permeating the darkness of this world with the light of
Christ.

You are God Most High, the God of the living aond the
dead, the Great | AMthe Alpha and the Omega,

Eternal Being and Source of all that is. May Your holy will
be done, non and forever. Amen. Allelvia.

THE IMAGE OF THE DIVINE ME

The Divine Mercy Image of JESUS is not another ordinary holy picture of JESUS.

Himself revealed to St Faustina and commanded her to hm.it painted. JESUS ed many graces to

those who venerate this [mage and wanted it made known throughout the whole world. ]
il -

On February 22, 1931, St Faustina wrote (Diary Notes 47-48)

”In the evening, when I was in my cell, I saw the Lord Jesus clothed in a white garment. One hand [was]
raised in the gesture of blessing; the other was touching the garment at the breast. From beneath the
garment, slightly drawn aside at the breast, there were emanating two large rays, one red, the other pale.
In silence [ kept my gaze fixed on the Lord; my soul was struck with awe, but also with great joy.

After a while, Jesus said to me, “Paint an image according to the pattern you see, with the signature:
Jesus, I trust in You. I desire that this image be venerated, first in your chapel, and [then] throughout the
world. T promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish. I also promise victory over
[its] enemies already here on earth, especially at the hour of death. I Myself will defend it as My own
glory”

JESUS also told her: “I am offering people a vessel with which they are to keep coming for graces to the
fountain of mercy... That vessel is this image with the signature: ‘Jesus, I trust in You,” * (Diary Note
327). Sometime later, St Faustina’s Confessor told her to ask the Lord Jesus the meaning of the two rays
in the image,(Diary Note 77)

St Faustina wrote in her note book, “During prayer I heard these words within me: The two rays denote
Blood and Water....

The pale ray stands for the Water which makes souls righteous. ..

The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of souls...

These two rays issued forth from the very depths of My tender mercy when My agonized Heart was
opened by a lance on the Cross."

On another occasion, JESUS told St Faustina: “My gaze from this image is like My gaze from the cross.
... Mankind will not have peace until it turns with trust to My Mercy." (Diary Note 299)

Sometime before the first Sunday after Easter — April 1935. JESUS had told her “I desire that this
image be displayed in public on the first Sunday after Easter..... That Sunday is the Feast of Mercy.....
Through the Word Incarnate [ make known the bottomless depth of My mercy." St Faustina later wrote
in her Diary, ‘Strangely, all things came about just as the Lord had requested. In fact, it was on the first
Sunday after Easter [April, 1935] that the image was publicly honored by crowds of people for the first
time.

For three days it was exposed and received public veneration.... during these three days, the
Redemption of the World was being celebrated, marking the nineteen hundred years that have passed
since the Passion of our Savior. I see now that the work of Redemption is bound up with the work of
mercy requested by the Lord.” On another occasion, JESUS told her : “Not in the beauty of the color,
nor of the brush lies the greatness of this image, but in My g

We live in one of the darkest ages of great sin, wickedness,
cruelty, selfishness and great rejection of the love and

the law of God and JESUS has revealed the image of
Divine Mercy that bore the wounds He revealed to His
Apostles in the Cenacle — Apostles who were fearful of
persecution and rejection and who were weak in their
faith. “If you do not believe my words, at least believe

my wounds” (Diary Note 379). He revealed Himself

with the signs of His passion — an act of the immense
mercy of God, but also one that manifests resurrection and
triumph over evil.
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