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""And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love, but the greatest of these is Love'" 1 Corinthians 13:13

Humble Instruments of Grace

-~

In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus is a model of compassion. He is teaching us
how we are to love our neighbors in need which is what our Theme is for this
week: We open our hearts to God's holy presence when we respond with
compassion to those who are in need.

The opening scene in the Gospel are people bringing a deaf and mute man to
Jesus and begged Him to "lay his hand on him" so as to heal him. But what did
Jesus do? Instead, He took the man away from the crowd, and performed the
miracle. And according to the Gospels, Jesus' salvific mission was to save
humanity from evil and its effects and eternal life to those trapped in sin. This is what
this week's Promise is all about: “Here is your God...He comes to save you.” (Is 35:4b)

Jesus chose to put His finger into the man's ears, touches the man's tongue with His own sacred saliva
and the man was cured. The act of putting one's finger into someone else's ear and touching their tongue
with their own saliva may seem repulsive. But to understand these two actions, we must understand the d
symbolism. He put his finger into the man's ears and, spitting, touched his tongue; then he looked up to LOl‘d, my soul.
heaven and groaned, and said to him, "Ephphatha!"-that is, "Be opened!"-And immediately the man's ears
were opened, his speech impediment was removed, and he spoke plainly. Mark 7:33-35

The image of a finger is used a number of times in the Scriptures to refer to God's power. In the Book of Exodus
after the plague of the gnats, Pharaoh's magicians said that this was clearly done "by the finger of God" (Exodus
8:19). On the mountain when Moses received the Ten Commandments, we know that it was also God's finger that
wrote them (Exodus 31:18). In the book of Daniel, a finger appeared and wrote a prophetic message - . ———
on a wall (Daniel 5:5). In the New Testament, Jesus cast out a demon "oy the finger of God" v Ve
(Luke 11:20) and in Sunday's Gospel the ﬁn He healed this man's hearing with - ... L THISB%ET“ g ‘;&3{( fd E gHi_SEL Y o
His finger. The "finger of God" is understood as the power of God - } </ R X )
and an action of the Holy Spirit. Thus, O by using His sacred finger to heal, | cay THEME:

Jesus was symbolically revealing that He fully exercised the power of | o open our hearts to God's holy presence when we respond with
compassion to those who are in need
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God and acted in perfect union with the Holy Spirit and the Father. 1 ~
odus 8: | PROMISE: T

The image of saliva is also interesting. When an animal has a wound, it often licks that wound. This Z "Here is your God...He comes to save you" 1s 35:4B i

is a natural instinct because saliva has a certain medicinal power of healing. It contains antibacterial WORD: |

agents. Therefore, since normal saliva can help heal a wound, Jesus's saliva is able to heal in a :""\ 18 35:4-7A / Ps 146:6-7, 8-9,9-10/ Tas 2:15 / Mk 7:31.37 }

supernatural way. In another Gospel (John 9:6), Jesus healed a blind man by spitting on the

ground and then smearing the mud on his eyes. Jesus could have healed the blind man with His ORDER: 4

mere thought. But He chose to use His body as an instrument of His healing power. By doing this | 1. “..showno /'mr‘/iu’l‘ily a.\'::fou adhere to the faith in our glorious

He revealed to us that His humanity became the source of unity between God and man. His finger & L;i“:; e (dﬁ’)’l:)’t fégiif(zllq); 5:4)

and His saliva unite us to God. Everything about the Son of God in His human form dispensed 3. “Be open io My Word” (Mk 7:34)

grace, healing, mercy, compassion, and love. Even if it may, at first, seem repulsive just like the 4. “..keep faith forever, secure justice for the oppressed, and give

bloody Jesus on the cross may seem unsightly repulsive. If Jesus can use His saliva for healing, He food to the hungry™ (Ps 146:6-7)

can use us. We just need to humbly understand that we can become an instrument of His divine { DIRECTIONS:

mercy to those who are in need. God is able to use us not because we are worthy of being used. 8 | Treat all our brothers and sisters with the same love and A

Rather, He can use us because He has chosen to do so, even in our most humble state.The compassion as our Lord Jesus Christ has shown us.

Gospel's miracle shows us that God can use all things for His glory for the simple reason that Heis &/ 2. Hold steadfast to your faith and trust the Lord with all your |

God. We must humble ourselves and offer ourselves to God so that He may use us as He wills. ;5 e ficart. ’ ) : §

Doing so will give God the opportunity to manifest His almighty power through us. EF ﬁl'c‘;f‘l‘;‘l -4 ?]‘:“Cl"“ to the Word through daily reflections 28 \

/L Wﬁnm works of charity. -
My prayer is, my healing Lord, when You took on human form, You united divinity with humanity. § 7 & = : o
Through Your sacred humanity, You poured forth Your grace and mercy and continue to do S0 £ == "Then Iwill give you shepherds afier My own heart, who will /éd] J:;;x.,;[ A

i
4

today. Please use me, dear Lord, as an instrument of Your grace. May | always humbly see myself f fi youon knowledee and understanding. ” Jeremizh 3:15
as Your unworthy instrument, whom You choose to use despite my unworthiness. Jesus, | trust in You. gm -
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You can now send your «
R . . ‘So they are no longer two, but "Before | formed you in the womb |
August 30, 2024 Tiges and Love Offerings via | 27 Ii;;i;z:?z:iziii et
TITHE: $830.00 Paypal. Donate link can be R it (4.0
LOVE OFFERING: $222.00 found at www.bldrenton.com | pave ¢ leag Ballsc Sette Lemon Sept 6
L Nestor Conde Sept 1
i Beth Langomes Sept 1
Or mail check to: Raquel Arriola Sept &
. Aaron Cruz Sept 9
: - BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc. Manny Palacios Sept 0
Jeon Dedean Sept |l
Thank you for P.O. Box 1367 Q- Baby Inid Zent |
. i Mike Salada Sept 12
your generosity Toms River, NJ 08754 o ! P
Whoe Are You Gonna Call (or Tesxi)? In Christ Jesus
For Mama Mary's Visit Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407 1 11 to joi > Frid
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962 we welcome you all to join us every rrigay
Send Prayer Request To: Fealing Mass FPraise and Worship
WWW.bldtI'el’ltOI’l. Com/lntercessory 1Ist Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& S5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

Respond with Compa
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, Which is the heart of the Gospel, As | reflect on the reading,
rejected. It is nwhat the elder son partial or preferential. We brag abou
e pardble does. He does not even know. We show off the autographs wi stars.
understand love in that moment and he It is very human to want to be associated wi ¥

has in mind more of a master than a
father. It is also a risk for us: to believe
in @ more rigorous than merciful god, a

fame. We tend to favor those who can in some wa es us look better or do
something for us. We think it is more important “who you know” than “what you
know.” We even say that people who seem to have everything have many

L(’ % e E:;i y:;; ?gﬁ;ﬁ:n:;; T‘Jﬂ? sp fﬁe; o'iagﬂ:; blessings - that is, they are blessed_ by GOD. _Yet if we look at tosiay's scripture
saves with love, not with force: offering passages and the many other sections of scripture, we see that if GOD favors
himself, not Imposing himself." Ianylone rr:1o'rAe than others, it is the poor, the sick, the outcast, the humble, and the

owly — the Anawim.
HIS WORD. YOUR JOURNEY. TOGETHER. Pope Francis If we are truly to be holy as our GOD is h0|y,
'"The Church always needs to be we are called to show the same concern for
reformed, repaired. We certainly do  "Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly the disenfranchised and the less fortunate just

19 Teo ke Tocie, ek ok e 1Sl e clothe ources with compasion Kindnes, 25 500 %% M & 640 e ke o
useless; Indeed, In Jesus’ hands the humility, gentleness and patience". our enemies and to those who cannot repay

smallest stone becomes precious, (Colossians 3:12) us for our showing love to them. That is how
because he picks it Up, gazes at It with we imitate the GOD Who | loves us more than
great terdle N R - hiS we will ever be able to love GOD back.
Spirit, and positions it in the right place
that he had always had in mind and
nhere it can be more useful to the
whole structure. Each of us is a small
stone, but In Jdesus’ hands participates
in the building of the Church."

The readings today make me look at how | treat others, make use of
the possession that | have, and my attitude toward wealth and fame. In
some sense, Jesus is reaching out to me, touching not just my ears and
tongue, but my eyes and my mind, saying to me, “Ephphatha — Be open.”
| must be open to what GOD would have me hear, see, say, and do, to
and for others. | am to be open to those who truly need my help. | should
- be open to GOD's presence in those who are less fortunate than | am.
loved you into being, and because I will The Lord Jesus is asking me to be open to the Anawim — GOD's lowly, yet
 love you, I now sustain you with My very being. cherished people. It is to them that | must show partiality — GOD's
ildren, strive for purity of heart so that what partiality. | must hear and take to heart the words of James today when
es out 0} your mouth are words that encourage he says, “Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Did not GOD choose
ds that build up.” ! those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom

B keep your eyes focused on Me; focused on the which GOD promised to those who love GOD?”
s | have given you. That way, your heart will
s be in the right place and love will abound.”
precious child, come to believe. Be still and you

The personal question/action for today: Do | show partiality or preferential
treatment to others? Am | biased in my dealings with others? If | am, do |

LAST WEEK'S
PROPHECIES

. show more concern for the "how can you claim to have faith

e heale,fl‘ Look deeply into your hearts and you Anawim — the poor and in our glo}ious Lord Jesus Christ

find Me. disenfranchised — as the Lord

children, I love you very much. Open your heart to Jesus shows? How can | IF YOU FAVOR SOME .

I want to enter into your heart. Look at your lives be more aware of those who PEOPLE OVER OTHERS?
_you will see My hand on it. See the love that I need my assistance? Who could JAMES 2:1-5

'ven you. Come and see ﬁe worship that I most benefit from my complete
. gLl attention to their concerns? What S T,

op ccy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke canl qo to help others be more -~
from (JOd as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21 attentive to the needy among us?
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"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you"  Jeremiah 1:5
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"So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate."  Matthew 19:6
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1. "My child, I loved you into being, and because I will "My child, I loved you into being, and because I will always love you, I now sustain you with My very being." 2. "My children, strive for purity of heart so that what "My children, strive for purity of heart so that what comes out of your mouth are words that encourage, words that build up." 3. "Always keep your eyes focused on Me; focused on the "Always keep your eyes focused on Me; focused on the tenets I have given you. That way, your heart will always be in the right place and love will abound." 4. "My precious child, come to believe. Be still and you "My precious child, come to believe. Be still and you will be healed. Look deeply into your hearts and you will find Me." 5. "My children, I love you very much. Open your heart to "My children, I love you very much. Open your heart to Me. I want to enter into your heart. Look at your lives and you will see My hand on it. See the love that I have given you. Come and see the worship that I have given you."
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Salurday, Sept 7, 2024

8:30-10:30am DV Del Valle Fun Run
11am - 3pm Fun and Surprises; Plant sale
8:30am - 3pm
The Skateplex at Seven Presidents Park el ko e ]
Long Branch, NJ Mike 732-558-2935
Leo 201-707-4520
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BLD TRENTON

Community Night 2024

OCTOBER 5, 2024 | SATURDAY | 6pm -
Clarion Hotel & Conference Center
815 Route 37 West, Toms River NJ 08755
ATTIRE: FORMAL
RSVP BY September 27, 2024
Cocktails 6:00 pm | Dinner Buffet 7:00 pm

10 pm

TICKETS: 13 y/o & above ($50) | children 4-12 y/o
CONTACT PERSONS:
Toy and Malen Juarez (608) 954-2300 | Ricky an

| Below 4 ylo Free

omez(848) 333-7086

September 26, 2024

Mass at 9:30 AM: St Mary's
Cathedral in Trenton folloned
by March for Life at 1AM

October 6, 2024 (2 pm)

BLD Trenton will support the
Bishop's Wedding Anniversary
Mass to be held at St Robert
Bellarmine. Registration for
those celebrating their 25th
and 50th anniversaries log into
the Diocese of Trenton

December 7, 2024

Procession of the Lady of
Guadelvpe in Lakewood. Ne
are invited to have a float for
the procession 2l e

December 13, 2024 (7 pm)

BLD Trenton Christmas Party...
nill'be at St Robert Bellarmine
6l Georgia Road, Freéhlo'ld, NJ
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‘Open In Spirit to God)

Diocese of Trenton
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“Life In The-Sp.irit Seminar” @

October 25-27, 2024
St. Catharine School Gymnasium,
301 Second Avenue, Spring Lake NJ 07762
%

rez (609-954-2300)

things near.
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YE GRAND REUNION #19  Q %

12140 Laxevood-Alenvicod k4, Howell 017531

. Where: ST, william the Abbet

When: September 6, 2024 @ &12pm-hesary
8:50pm-Mass
1:30pm-keunion

What does the word Israel mean?
2. Who was the only female judge of Israel?

8.  What are the four rivers listed as flowing out
2 (I)\‘ Eden?

t musical instrument did David play?

t city was Jesus born?

7.~ Whatis the eighth commandment?

8. Name two out of the nine Fruits of The Spirit



AutoCAD SHX Text
Mass at 9:30 AM: St Mary’s  at 9:30 AM: St Mary’s at 9:30 AM: St Mary’s  9:30 AM: St Mary’s 9:30 AM: St Mary’s  AM: St Mary’s AM: St Mary’s  St Mary’s St Mary’s  Mary’s Mary’s s Cathedral in Trenton followed  in Trenton followed in Trenton followed  Trenton followed Trenton followed  followed followed by March for Life at 11AM BLD Trenton will support the  Trenton will support the Trenton will support the  will support the will support the  support the support the  the the Bishop’s Wedding Anniversary s Wedding Anniversary  Wedding Anniversary Wedding Anniversary  Anniversary Anniversary Mass to be held at St Robert  to be held at St Robert to be held at St Robert  be held at St Robert be held at St Robert  held at St Robert held at St Robert  at St Robert at St Robert  St Robert St Robert  Robert Robert Bellarmine. Registration for  Registration for Registration for  for for those celebrating their 25th  celebrating their 25th celebrating their 25th  their 25th their 25th  25th 25th and 50th anniversaries log into  50th anniversaries log into 50th anniversaries log into  anniversaries log into anniversaries log into  log into log into  into into the Diocese of Trenton Procession of the Lady of  of the Lady of of the Lady of  the Lady of the Lady of  Lady of Lady of  of of Guadelupe in Lakewood. We  in Lakewood. We in Lakewood. We  Lakewood. We Lakewood. We  We We are invited to have a float for  invited to have a float for invited to have a float for  to have a float for to have a float for  have a float for have a float for  a float for a float for  float for float for  for for the procession BLD Trenton Christmas Party  Trenton Christmas Party Trenton Christmas Party  Christmas Party Christmas Party  Party Party will be at St Robert Bellarmine  be at St Robert Bellarmine be at St Robert Bellarmine  at St Robert Bellarmine at St Robert Bellarmine  St Robert Bellarmine St Robert Bellarmine  Robert Bellarmine Robert Bellarmine  Bellarmine Bellarmine 61 Georgia Road, Freehold, NJ


