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"And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
ut the greatest of these is LOVE' 1 Corinthians 13:1

THE GIFT OF GOD'S LOVE...BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST

The readings chosen for today help us to
birth of Jesus (Christmas). The readings
GOD. They also speak about the response
birth of Jesus. Our focus should not be on

focus on the imminent celebration of the
emphasize the human origins of Son of
that should be ours from celebrating the
singing Christmas songs, bright lights,

focus must be on the One Who was born
death, and resurrection, and on the means by
will of His Abba, complete service to others.

nor on putting presents under the tree. Our
to bring us salvation by His life, ministry,
which He did that — total obedience to the

It is easy to get caught up in the excitement of] Christmas holiday season, yet we must
realize that the human Baby born of Mary in the stable in Bethlehem came in
obedience and service as the divine Savior. o : It is important that we celebrate His
earthly coming, but we need to keep it in perspective with His suffermg, death and resurrection, and the gift of salus (salvation, holiness,
healing, wholeness) we receive from Him. The importance of Christmas is that Jesus is truly human and truly divine. In being both GOD

and a human, Jesus is able to unite us humans with the GODhead. Lord. make us turn to
’

you, let us see your face
mother. Mary, His mother, also reflects the same attitude of obedience and willingness to serve. It is
in her willingness to accept GOD’s plan that enables Jesus to be conceived in her womb and e born. and we shall be saved
Her service of her elder kinswoman (Elizabeth) points to her awareness that GOD’s presence with her has to be lived out in service of those
who needed assistance.

Our response must be to follow the example of obedience and service manifested by Jesus and His

As we focus on the Lord Jesus’ presence with us (not just in and through Jesus’ birth), we realize that we are called to bring forth the Lord
Jesus to others (not physically in giving human birth) but in our acts of service. People need to be visited, as Elizabeth was, by those who
are aware of GOD’s presence with them in the loving acts we perform for them. I was reminded of that eighteen years ago when I attended
the “Called and Gifted” workshop. The thrust of the two-day session was to remind all the baptized members of our parish community that
we are each called by GOD, and empowered by GOD, to use the charisms (gifts) that GOD has given us to reach out and proclaim the GOoD
News to others. There are some people who will never hear the GOoD News of Jesus’ coming to save us except through us. They will
never darken the inside of a church unless we live lives that welcome them into the community of the Church. We, like Mary, are called to
not focus on ourselves, but we must reach out and visit those who need our help, thus, enabling them to experience the Lord Jesus Whom we
bring to them. Our caring and compassionate deeds must make people aware that they THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

are blessed by GOD. We can proclaim the Incarnation of Jesus by imitating our T R BT

Master-Teacher and His obedience to His Abba and His service of others. . THEME:
We prepare for the coming of our Savior when we emulate

Mary in obeying the will of God.
When I think of Mary’s attitude of loving service to her cousin Elizabeth, even though
she was giving human life to the Messiah and the Son of GOD, what does it challenge me
to do? How can I bring Jesus to others so that they can experience the Lord Jesus Who is
with me? What can I do between now and Christmas to bring the true meaning of
Christmas to those with whom I celebrate?

PROMISE:
“Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by
the Lord would be fulfilled.” (Lk 1:45)

WORD:
Micah 5: 1-4a; Psalm 80: 2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19; Hebrews 10:
5-10; Luke 1:39-45

Blessed are You, LORD GOD of all wisdom and knowledge. Through Your GOoDness, ORDER:

You sent Your only Son to be born of a human woman. In His combined humanity

and divinity, Jesus demonstrated Your love by His obedience to Your will and His service
to others. His humble beginning in life on earth reflected His willingness to fully share
our human life. His life and ministry of service of others revealed Your plan of salvation.
His death and resurrection proclaimed His victory over sin and death for us. As we
prepare to celebrate His birth, let us give birth within us to obedience to You and service

1.

"Strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his holy ones.” (1 Thes 3:13)

DIRECTIONS:
Persevere in prayer, go to confession and receive Holy
Communion regularly.

of others as a response to His presence with us. We make this prayer in the name of g e united as one ggmmunity iouginEREE RN GRIND
Your Son, Jesus, the GOD-man, Who was born, lived, ministered, died, and is risen Pidsgord sharing

’ > d e W Y i - 4 3. Do charitable works and share your blessings during this
and Who is our Master-Teacher, Who is living and reigning with You and the Holy season of Joy.
Spirit, our one and only GOD, for ever and ever. Amen. 4. Bring your children and the young generation close to

Jesus and Mary.
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TITHE: $760.00
LOVE OFFERING: $664.00
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You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Thank you for
your generosity

'Before | formed you in the Womb |
knen yov, and before you nere born |
consecrated you" Jeremiah |:5

‘So they are no longer two, but
one flesh. Therefore nhat God
has joined together, let no one

separate." Matthew 9:6
Tet Edralin Dec 20
Nest ¢ Ling Navarro Kagot Arigorat Dec 2|
d, Leo Toledo Dec 2|
derry & Li Timothy Canete Dec 22
Elner Jamolod Dec 23
iranda = Dec 22 Nicole Salada Dec 23
\ Jullenne Balcon Dec 24
Rey ¢ Mildred Posigna  Dec 23 Bill calves Dec 26
gy Tony Corso Dec 26
g Phil DelosAngeles Dec 26
Christopher Eleazar Dec 26
George Pangon Dec 26

Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Tess Corso  732-604-1914
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday
ST. VERONICA CHURCH, HOWELL, NJ

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

Mass FPrwaise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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The joy at the coming
birth of Jesus

s

WEEK 4
o—u_Le_

<wwmz

np L-En=-"3IA

Bukéas Loob sa Diyos Council of Servant Lead
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2024

As we recall Jesus’ birth each year,
was because of His sacrificial love
the Christmas presents, let us share the r
Himself. Our heartfelt prayer is that all families tLtogethgr this Christmas
— whether physically or spiritually. And may this season bnng comfort and
consolation to our needy brothers and sisters with the peace, joy, hope, faith
and love it brings. With gratefulness in our hearts, we share our warm
greetings for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all!
Ross & Dina Manlapat, Evangelization

As we come together in the spirit of love and unity, let us remember the true
meaning of Christmas.“Christmas is doing a little something extra for
someone.” It is all about the love in our heart and the joy of sharing. The
challenge for all of us members of Bukas Loob sa Diyos for the coming year
is that we must collaborate to help everyone find a greater sense of belonging
in our community, where all can explore our faith, confidently face the small
and big demands of this challenging life, share our doubts and fears, and find
joy and peace. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year BLD!
Rey and Voleth Florogo, Formation

As we prepare for His coming, let us anchor our faith in Him and ready our
hearts to celebrate this season of giving and hope. Let us reflect on His love
and strive to share this love with others especially to the less privileged
brothers and sisters through acts of kindness and compassion. As the Lord
continues to shower us with His abundant grace, let us not forget to count our
blessings and extend our gratitude for the gift of life and salvation. Wishing
you all a Merry Christmas filled with His light and a Blessed New Year with
His guidance and peace!
Erick & Rona Mendoza, Mission

Christmas is the birth of the Son of God, Jesus, who brought love, hope and
peace to mankind. This is a season of great joy and unity in family inspired
by Jesus, Mama Mary and St Joseph. Let us express our love for Jesus
through our brethren by rendering service and giving gifts that their hearts
most desire. In gratitude for the gifts we have received, we pray that everyone
enjoy a Blessed Christmas and a Grace-filled New Year.

Val & Fe Liwanag, Management

Christmas is a celebration of hope and love—the boundless love of God
revealed through the birth of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Jesus is the light that
illuminates our darkness and hope for our brokenness. May we, as disciples
of Jesus, be heralds of the good news that Christmas brings. Let us share and
spread His love, peace, and joy to everyone around us - to remind them of the
true meaning of Christmas. A Blessed Christmas and a Spirit-filled New Year
to one and all!
Mar and Jo Tamayo, Pastoral
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SINGLES
ENCOUNTER
RETREAT
WEEKEND
&

This Encounter is a transformative. '
weekend where you can dive into self:
discovery and connect with others a

meaningful way.
Enjoy fun activities, great food, and the chance to bu
friendships while exploring your relationship with God.

This retreat is about strengthening your faith and reflecting
on your journey to cultivate a sense of peace.

1/3/2025-1/5/2025

open to single individuals ages 19 and up

g BUKAS LOOB SA DIYOS
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.
An Suvitation o
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
MARCH 21 - 23, 2025

o
The National Shrine of Our Lacy of Czestochowa

854 Ferry Foad Doylestown, PA 18901

Registration Foo: §250.00 per couple
for Meals and Accommodation
Frday 6/50 pm - Sunday 4:00 pm

gl ants to rovial: siationship with
For registration and all inguiries, contact: e oot of Goc an dow ven deeper
Louse/Lani Hombrsbusno (732) 801 - 8740 ‘approciation for their own voeation.
Dantlaan Gatarate (732] 267 - 3434 | ToyMalen Jusrez (309) £54-2300

REGISTRATION
n the Catholic

i us!

It's that time of the year again to share
the joy of celebrating our Lord's birth ﬂ
through our Christmas caroling activity.

Our Annual Christmas caroling is on
Saturday, Dec 21.

The Schedule is as follows:

1. 11:30 Arrival
Caroling practice at the Angeles residence
29 Highland Drive, Jackson 08527
Contact: Cesar Angeles, Cell: 732-318-9991
12:00 to 1:00 Practice
1: 00 to 2:00 Lunch
2:00 leave for Brandywine Assisted Living

2. 2:15 Set-up
2:30 pm to 3:30 pm
Caroling at Brandywine Assisted Living
Contact: Diana Lastra, Activities Director (732) 765-2072
100 Meridian Place (off Route 9) Howell NJ 07731

2:30 pm leave for Bella Terra

Recommended Attire: Green or red top or Christmas sweater and
"festive" head pieces.

For questions, please contact the Diocesan/ In%_ltutlonal Mlnlstry which
includes: [~

‘ (o = i,
Cesar and Rosalie Angeles, angelescn@ya com, (7;32) 318-9991,
Dave and Nanette Smith, (848) 240-8789, a ug&m and Malou
Yosuico

Thank you and God bless, 28 / '
Diocesan/ Institutional Ministry =
Mission Apostolate

Dearest BLD Trenton Community,

We want to extend a heartfelt thank you for
attending our 2024 BLD Trenton Christmas Party.
W It was such a blessing to have you all with us as
we celebrated this holiday season in such a
meaningful way. The sense of unity, endless
¢ laughs, and shared moments truly captured the
spirit of Christmas and we couldn't have asked for
a better way to celebrate together.

A special thank you to many of you who volunteered working behind the scenes, to all our
presenters, and our celebrants. Everyone's efforts made the event a success and we're so
grateful!

We are so blessed to be a part of such a loving community. Thank you for all your support
and we look forward to many more opportunities to gather and serve together in the future.
Wishing you all a continued season of peace and many blessings!

As we reflect on the season of giving, may we always remember the words from 2 Corinthians
9:7: Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

With heartfelt thanks,
Singles Ministry & Solo Parents Ministry




