This Sunday’s
Counsel

THEME:

] We heed Jesus
when we take

! courage and put our

trust in Him.

PROMISE:
“The Lord himself...

shall walk before
him and prepare the
way of his
steps.” (Ps 85:13a,
14)

WORD:

1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/
Ps 85:9-14/ Rom 9:1
-5/ Mt 14:22-33

ORDER:

o “Take courage.” (Mt
14:27a)

e “Do not be

afraid.” (Mt 14:27b)

e “Come.” (Mt 14:29a)

DIRECTIONS:

¢ Pray unceasingly
and put your trust
in the Lord.

¢ Be bold in your
faith.

¢ Do not doubt the
Lord.

e Meditate on His
words and
promises.
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Trusting Him In The Storm

REFLECTION: These
are very challenging
times we are living in.
We wake up and find
ourselves wondering
when we can go back to
that world where we
were free to do what we
used to. Life as we know
it has been taken away
by this pandemic. Every-
thing has changed -
schools closed, social
gatherings limited, jobs
diversified and so many
other changes that we
are not so familiar with
and not accustomed to.
And it is very cumber-
some to some if not all of us. Human as
we are, we complain, get angry and be-
come more vulnerable to respond inap-
propriately to this new normal. We are
frightened, scared of what lies ahead -
our health, our children’s education and
safety, our jobs, our family’s future, our
economy. Too much unrest in the world,
political bickering, the cancel culture,
racial discrimination on top of the health
crisis that definitely affect relationships
among family members. It is very dis-
heartening to know that we all face
these challenges in our lives everyday.

However, this Sun-
day’s Gospel gives us
| lots of hope when we
J| take courage and put
our trust in Jesus. We
may be looking for God’s
presence in the midst of
. these storms we are fac-
ing right now The
strong winds may have
brought us down to our
knees but the situation
certainly made us kneel
and reach our arms out
8 in prayer and total sur-
§ render to our God the
Father. Like Peter, we
ask God where He is in
our lives - over and over
again - but when we put ourselves in the
presence of our Almighty God , we find
the answer, that peace, that feeling of
comfort and security that no money or
material things can provide.

As part of this Catholic Charismatic
community, we somehow find time to
fulfill our calling to spread that promise
God has for all of us - He will never leave
us if we only call on Him, focus on Him
alone and surrender completely to His
love and mercy. We need to focus on
God’s power, not on our own understand-

Trusting- See Page 2

Tending
the
Flock

No Shipwreck With Jesus On Board

In the heart of the night, Jesus reassures. He goes to his disciples, in the dark, walking “on the
sea”.... the idea of the “sea”, with its murky depths, evokes the forces of evil. Jesus, in effect, goes to
meet his disciples by trampling on the malign foes of humanity. And this is the meaning of the sign:
rather than a triumphant display of power, it is a revelation of the reassuring certainty that Jesus,
and Jesus alone, triumphs over our greatest enemies: the devil, sin, death, fear, worldliness. Today, and to us,
he says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid”.

The boat of our life is often storm-tossed and buffeted by winds. Even when the waters are calm, they quickly
grow agitated. When we are caught up in those storms, they seem to be our only problem. But the issue is not
the momentary storm, but how we are navigating through life. The secret of navigating well is to invite Jesus on
board. The rudder of life must be surrendered to him, so that he can steer the route. He alone gives life in death
and hope in suffering; he alone heals our heart by his forgiveness and frees us from fear by instilling confidence.
Today, let us invite Jesus into the boat of our life. Like the disciples, we will realize that once he is on board, the
winds die down and there can be no shipwreck. With him on board, there will never be a shipwreck! Only with
Jesus do we then become capable of offering reassurance. How greatly we need people who can comfort others
not with empty words, but with words of life, with deeds of life. In the name of Jesus, we are able to offer true
comfort. It is not empty words of encouragement, but the presence of Jesus that grants strength.

~ Pope Francis, Excerpt from Homily, November 18, 2018
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Online Giving

You can now send your tithes

and love offerings via

Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldtrenton.com

Or mail check to:

BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc. {

P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30 pm, all mem-
bers are urged to pray together as one community the

following:
Prayer to Take Authority
Holy Rosary

Prayer: Oratio Imperata against the spread of

CcOronavirus

“God Our Father, we come to you in our need, to ask
your protection against the 2019 N-coronavirus,
that has claimed the lives and affected many.

We pray for your grace, for the people tasked with
studying the nature and cause of this virus and its
disease and of stemming the tide of its transmis-
sion. Guide the hands and minds of medical ex-
perts that they may minister to the sick with compe-
tence and compassion, and of those governments
and private agencies that must find a cure and so-

lution to this epidemic.

We pray for those afflicted, may they be restored to

health soon.

Grant us the grace to work for the good of all and to
help those in need. Grant this through our Lord,
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and

ever. Amen.

Mary, help of all Christians, pray for us.
St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.

St. Rock, pray for us.

St. Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.
St. Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.”

Trusting - Cont’'d from Page 1

ing and inadequacies. We
need our faith to be strong
by being prayerful, coura-
geous and understanding
to the needs of our broth-
ers and sisters who are
struggling in all aspects of
life. A little help goes a
long way. This time, our
prayers for each other and
the whole world will make
a big difference. God is
never asleep. He is listen-
ing to the calls of His be-
loved children.

Life may have looked
gloomy lately but some-
how it made me realize so
many things. Life can be

simple yet still fulfilling if
only we put God in the
center of everything we
do, especially in our family
life - going to church,
praying the rosary to-
gether, sharing a meal
and many other things
that we sometimes take
for granted when life was
all carefree before Covid.
This might be the new
normal and still a lot of
uncertainties lie ahead of
us but with our eyes fixed
on Jesus, we will find
peace and love around us
especially in our hearts.
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Birthday
Christina Gomez 8/8 Raelynn Sypher 8/12
Lenny Reyes 8/9  Ailene Lagunilla 8/13
Arman Atienza 8/12 Anna Liza Ocena  8/13
Anniversary

Ramon & Ludy Cuasay 8/7

Fred & Annabel Poblete 8/8

Ian & Lenny Reyes 8/8

Ron & Grace Padolina 8/13
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Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Blessed Mother’s visit -Tess Corso 732-604-1914
For Prayer Service Morris Teves 732-597-2016

-

Faith Versus Fear

Does the Lord Jesus seem distant when trials or
adversity come your way? It was at Jesus' initiative
that the disciples sailed across the lake, only to find
themselves in a life-threatening storm. Although they
were experienced fishermen, they feared for their lives.
While Jesus was not with them in the boat, he, none-
theless watched for them in prayer. When he perceived
their trouble he -
came to them on the |
sea and startled
them with his sud-
den appearance. Do
you look for the
Lord's presence
when you encounter
difficulty or chal-
lenges?

This dramatic
incident on the sea of Galilee revealed Peter's character
more fully than others. Here we see Peter's impulsive-
ness - his tendency to act without thinking of what he
was doing. He often failed and came to grief as a result
of his impulsiveness. In contrast, Jesus always bade his
disciples to see how difficult it was to follow him before
they set out on the way he taught them. A great deal of
failure in the Christian life is due to acting on impulse
and emotional fervor without counting the cost. Peter,
fortunately in the moment of his failure clutched at
Jesus and held him firmly. Every time Peter fell, he
rose again. His failures only made him love the Lord
more deeply and trust him more intently.

The Lord keeps watch over us at all times, and
especially in our moments of temptation and difficulty.
Do you rely on the Lord for his strength and help? Je-
sus assures us that we have no need of fear if we trust
in Him and in his great love for us. When calamities or
trials threaten to overwhelm you, how do you respond?
With faith and hope in God's love, care and presence
with you?

Adapted from www. dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org




This Sunday’s

Counsel

1 THEME:

We heed Jesus
when we possess an
unwavering faith in
His mercy.

PROMISE:
“Great is your faith!
Let it be done as you
wish.” (Mt 15:28)

WORD:
Is 56:1, 6-7/ Ps 67:2
-3, 5-6, 8/ Rom 11:13
-15, 29-32/ Mt 15:21
-28

ORDER:

e “Hold to my
covenant.” (Is 56:6¢)

e “Observe what is
right, do what is
just.” (Is 56:1)

DIRECTIONS:

e Follow God’s
commandments
faithfully.

e Faithfully attend
Eucharistic
celebration and
Praise and Worship.

e Adhere to the
Church’s teachings.

e Practice faith, hope
and love through
prayers and mission
works.
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REFLECTION: God’s desire is to elicit
faith from us. Last week’s Gospel de-
scribes Peter’s still developing faith as
he first walked on water with Jesus, but
later lost focus and began to sink. “O
you of little faith, why did you

doubt?” Then, in Matthew 15: 1-20,
which is the Gospel just before tonight’s
Reading, Jesus has a confrontation with
the Pharisees who, as you know, are the
religious leaders of God’s chosen peo-
ple. The disagreement is about how Je-
sus’ disciples did not observe the Ritual
of Purity and Cleanliness prior to eat-
ing. Obviously, the Pharisees are more
interested in the interpretation of the
law, rather than showing faith in God
who is the author of the Law. In other
words, they did not even have partial
faith which Peter demonstrated, rather
they had no faith at all. We now come to
Sunday’s Gospel. Jesus and His disci-
ples enter the pagan region of Tyre and
Sidon, which is a foreshadowing of how
Christianity will spread. There, they
meet the Canaanite woman who is in
dire need of help. The woman calls out
“Have pity on me, Lord, Son of

David! My daughter is tormented by a
demon.” However, she has two strikes
against her. First, she is a woman, who
at that time were considered second

Ask With Great Faith

<

class citizens, and secondly, she was a
gentile, who were considered like “dogs”
because they were spiritually unclean.
This is where the Canaanite woman
teaches us the proper attitude in prayer
and supplication. You might remember
as a BLD member that one of our first
Formation Teachings is the proper way
to pray. First, she acknowledges her re-
lationship to Jesus, “Have pity on me,
Lord, Son of David!” He is our Lord and
Savior and we are nothing without

Him. Secondly, she approaches with hu-
mility, and thirdly, she is persistent.

Ask - See Page 2

Saint Augustine: Patron of Theologians

Born to Monica, a devout Christian who also became a saint, sometime during the

in his youth. His father, Patricius, a pagan who took baptism in his deathbed, sent
him to Carthage to obtain the best education in Roman Africa. While there, at the age
of 15, he found a mistress who bore him a son whom he named Adeotadus.

Augustine moved to Milan in 383 to become a professor of rhetoric. He came under the influ-

ence of St. Ambrose who acquainted him with an understanding of Christianity that was philosophically in-
formed and intellectually satisfying to him. He got baptized and returned to Africa where he became a priest
and later bishop of Hippo. His rhetorical skills equipped him well for his daily preaching and religious disputes.
He wrote abundantly to correct errors in belief that were rising as the Church grew.

Among his best known and influential literary works are “Confessions” and “The City of God”. In
“Confessions”, a middle-aged Augustine meditated on the course and meaning of his life and stated: “ You have
made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” For him, baptism required cleansing
himself of all desires of the flesh and he found in the writings of St. Paul the inspiration to adopt a life of chas-
tity. “The City of God” refuted paganism’s claims to divine power and offered a view of human destiny that ac-
cepts the place of disaster, death and disappointment while holding out hope of a better life to come, a hope that
in turn eases and gives direction to life in this world.

St. Augustine died on August 28, year 430, at the age of 76. He is one of the Doctors of the Church.




Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30 pm, all mem-
bers are urged to pray together as one community the

following:
Prayer to Take Authority
Holy Rosary

Prayer: Oratio Imperata against the spread of

COronauvirus

“God Our Father, we come to you in our need, to ask
your protection against the 2019 N-coronavirus,
that has claimed the lives and affected many.

We pray for your grace, for the people tasked with
studying the nature and cause of this virus and its
disease and of stemming the tide of its transmis-
sion. Guide the hands and minds of medical ex-
perts that they may minister to the sick with compe-
tence and compassion, and of those governments
and private agencies that must find a cure and so-

lution to this epidemic.

We pray for those afflicted, may they be restored to

health soon.

Grant us the grace to work for the good of all and to
help those in need. Grant this through our Lord,
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and

ever. Amen.

Mary, help of all Christians, pray for us.
St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.

St. Rock, pray for us.

St. Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.
St. Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.”

Ask - Cont’d from Page 1

Jesus tests her faith in
three ways, much like how
He often tests our

faith. First, He ignores
her and remains si-

lent. “But Jesus did not
say a word in answer to
her.” How often has our
prayers been seemingly
answered by silence? Sec-
ondly, He answers with
rejection, “T was sent only
to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” Her caste
in society was that she
was not born as part of the
Chosen People of

God. She responds by
prostrating herself and did
Jesus homage, saying,
“Lord, help me.” How
many times have we
poured out our heart for
help? Jesus, then tests
her for the third time by
insulting her, “It is not
right to take the food of the
children and throw it to
the dogs.” As I mentioned

before, the gentiles were
considered by the Jews as
“dogs” because they were
spiritually unclean. She
meets this insult with hu-
mility, “Please, Lord, for
even the dogs eat the
scraps that fall from the
table of their mas-

ters.” How often do we
prevent ourselves from
receiving God’s grace of
mercy and forgiveness be-
cause of our pride? Itis at
this point that Jesus re-
wards her, “O woman,
great is your faith! Let it
be done for you as you
wish. And the woman’s
daughter was healed from
that hour.” You will notice
that the emphasis in the
Gospel was not on the
healing, but the interac-
tion between the Canaan-
ite woman and Jesus. Je-
sus wants to teach us the
proper way of prayer.
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Online Giving The Lord’s
You can now send your tithes Provision

and love offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldtrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

August 7, 2020

Mail-in : $370.00
Paypal : $389.70

Thank you for
your generosity!!!

Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Blessed Mother’s visit -Tess Corso 732-604-1914
For Prayer Service Morris Teves 732-597-2016

“Ha»ve/p»u{y on me Lord,

Persistence

The word of God challenges us to respond to tests
and trials with resilient hope we find in Christ no mat-
ter the situation. As we fix our eyes on Jesus, rather
than on our circumstances, we find Him strengthening
us to face every spiritual battle.

In our faith journey, peaks and valleys, trials and
tribulations are among those certainties we cannot es-
cape. And during these times, all we can do is to de-
pend completely on God’s faithfulness to provide and
meet all our needs. Even if on the surface things look
frightening, we can rely on God’s divine presence to be
far more real than those around us. We have to believe
that God’s intervening power can reverse the severity
of a dire situation. Because when we choose to put our
complete faith in Jesus, only then will His rich mercy
overflow like the waves of the ocean.

A true believer has deep faith that urges him to
constantly turn to Jesus with much courage and persis-
tence, believing in His mercy. Let us learn from the
Canaanite woman in the Gospel. Even when the disci-
ples want to send her away or when Jesus does not re-
spond immediately, she perseveres in her belief that
the Lord will hear and answer her plea. Just like her,
we are called to communicate with the Lord, to pray
and meditate upon His word in the midst of trials we
are facing.

Let us then heed Jesus’ invitation for us to draw to
the throne of God’s grace, that we may receive mercy in
this time of our need. He is asking us to rise above our
own human understanding and weaknesses to confi-
dently trust in His mercies. For His promise is true,
“Great is your faith. Let it be done as you wish,” (Mt
15:28).

Adapted from www.bldworld.org




This Sunday’s

Counsel

1 THEME:

We heed Jesus
when we proclaim
Him Son of the

Living God.
PROMISE:

“..upon this rock I

will build my

church, and the

gates of the

netherworld  shall

not prevail against
it.” (Mt 16:18)

WORD:
Is 22:15, 18-23/ Ps
138:1-3, 6, 8/ Rom
11:33-36/ Mt 16:13-
20

ORDER:
e“Build my
church.” (Mt 16:18b)

DIRECTIONS:

e Follow church’s
teachings.

e Be a good witness of
your faith.

e Pray daily the holy
rosary and the
chaplet of divine
mercy for the
conversion of
sinners.
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REFLECTION: Jesus asked His disci-
ples, “But who do people say that the Son
of Man is?” They replied: “some say,
John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets”.
These responses were not expected from
those who may have been following Je-
sus at that time who may have listened
to His teachings or witnessed how He
calmed the sea, healed the sick, raised
the dead and even turned water into
wine.

You and I are being asked the same
question: “who do people say that the Son
of Man is?” Jesus wants to know from
us, His disciples and His Church, what is
the public consensus of who He is in the
midst of this pandemic, in the midst of
this very difficult and most challenging
time of our lives. Most of all, how do we
face this “public consensus” if this is con-
trary to our Christian faith, belief, advo-
cacies and practices? Should we allow
this to influence or change our Christian
values, our way of life, in order to please
others or simply conform to today’s
changing culture? Yes, a ‘public consen-
sus, if not properly checked, may color or
influence our faith, our beliefs, as we are
constantly bombarded with all this anti-
Christian bigotry happening in our soci-
ety. Let us therefore remain vigilant and

steadfast in our falth behevmg that the
love of God is greater than our adversar-
ies. It is unconditional. He never fails.
And most of all, He has been carrying us
through.

And so, Jesus is asking again...”Who
do you say that I am?” Like Simon Peter,
we too can confess with personal convic-
tion and say, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the Living God.” Simon Peter's bold
confession of faith was a gift from God.
As Jesus has said, “Blessed are you
Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my heav-
enly Father.” It is from this gift of faith
that Jesus has called us by name. Itis
our faith in Him that the church was
built on. It is our faith that recognizes

Called - See Page 2

Tending
the
Flock

Thus, he

We Are Living Stones With A Mission

says to Simon: You, Simon, “you are Peter”

build my Church.”
With us too, today, Jesus wants to continue building his Church, this house with solid founda-
tions but where cracks are not lacking, and which is in constant need of repair. Always. The Church

- that is, stone, rock -

“and on this rock I will

always needs to be reformed, repaired. We certainly do not feel like rocks, but only like small stones. However,
no small stone is useless; indeed, in Jesus’ hands the smallest stone becomes precious, because he picks it up,
gazes at it with great tenderness, fashions it with his Spirit, and positions it in the right place that he had al-
ways had in mind and where it can be more useful to the whole structure. Each of us is a small stone, but in Je-
sus’ hands participates in the building of the Church. And all of us, as small as we are, are rendered “living
stones” because when Jesus takes his stone in hand, he makes it his own; he infuses it with life, full of life, full
of life from the Holy Spirit, full of life from his love. And thus we have a place and a mission in the Church: she
is a community of life, made up of very many stones, all different, which form a single edifice as a sign of frater-

nity and communion.

Moreover...Jesus also wanted Peter as a visible centre of communion for his Church — he too, is not a great
stone; he is a small stone, but taken up by Jesus, he becomes the centre of communion — in Peter and in those
who would succeed him in the same responsibility of primacy, who since the beginning have been identified as
the Bishops of Rome, the city where Peter and Paul bore witness in blood.

~ Pope Francis, Excerpt from Angelus Message, August 27, 2017
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Online Giving

You can now send your tithes
and love offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldtrenton.com

D/ 4

See you
soon!

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Because of the faith he confessed, Pe-
ter will remain the unshakable rock of
the Church. His mission will be to keep
this faith from every lapse and to
strengthen his brothers in it.

Jesus entrusted a specific authority to
Peter: "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.” The "power of the keys" designates
authority to govern the house of God, which is the
Church. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, confirmed this
mandate after his Resurrection: "Feed my sheep.” The
power to "bind and loose" connotes the authority to ab-
solve sins, to pronounce doctrinal judgments, and to
make disciplinary decisions in the Church. Jesus en-
trusted this authority to the Church through the min-
istry of the apostles and in particular through the min-
istry of Peter, the only one to whom he specifically en-
trusted the keys of the kingdom.

~CCC, §52-553

Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30 pm, all mem-
bers are urged to pray together as one community the
following:

Prayer to Take Authority
Holy Rosary

Prayer: Oratio Imperata against the spread of
coronauvirus

“God Our Father, we come to you in our need, to ask
your protection against the 2019 N-coronavirus,
that has claimed the lives and affected many.

We pray for your grace, for the people tasked with
studying the nature and cause of this virus and its
disease and of stemming the tide of its transmis-
sion. Guide the hands and minds of medical ex-
perts that they may minister to the sick with compe-
tence and compassion, and of those governments
and private agencies that must find a cure and so-
lution to this epidemic.

We pray for those afflicted, may they be restored to
health soon.

Grant us the grace to work for the good of all and to
help those in need. Grant this through our Lord,
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and
ever. Amen.

Mary, help of all Christians, pray for us.
St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.
St. Rock, pray for us.

St. Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.

St. Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.”
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For Prayer Service

Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?

For Blessed Mother’s visit -Tess Corso 732-604-1914
Morris Teves 732-597-2016
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Called - Cont’d from Page 1

Jesus is our Lord and Sav-
ior, that acknowledges
Him as the Son of the Liv-
ing God and the One who
is ‘The Rock’ whom St.
Paul refers to: “and all
drank the same spiritual
drink, for they drank from
a spiritual rock that fol-
lowed them, and the rock
was the Christ.” (1 Cor
10:4)

From this gift of faith,
we responded to Jesus’ call
to be part of His church
and remain faithful to Her
teachings, traditions and
practices that other forces
were trying to undo. From
this gift of faith, we re-
sponded to Jesus’ call to
join and be part of His
small church, we fondly
called BLD Trenton. Our
community is very small in
number and with very lim-
ited resources but our
hearts are filled with
greatest joy to have found
a place that draws closer
to our Living God. Yes, we
are drawn closer to our
Lord Jesus every time we
ungrudgingly share our
time, talents and limited
resources to our brothers
and sisters in need. Itis
our faith that encourages
us to bring more families
to Christ by inviting them
to join our encounters and
retreats. Our faith has
blessed us with an open
door for our praise and

worship so that we will
remain united in prayer as
one family even in the
midst of the pandemic.

As faithful disciples
and followers of the Lord,
we are called to “Build His
Church”. Jesus' mission is
for us to proclaim the Gos-
pel and live it accordingly.
With the ever changing
social norms, we are asked
to participate and bring it
more Christ-like. We are
called to evangelize, to
spread God’s word of sal-
vation to the unbelievers
and those who have left
the church. We are tasked
to be good witnesses of
faith so that others may
come to believe that, truly,
Jesus is God and no other.

We cannot stand still

and just let go what is hap-

pening to our Church. We
are invited to participate
in reforming the institu-
tions that we live in. But
first, let us reform our-
selves to be more Christ-
like, to follow the teach-
ings of the Church and to
be reconciled with our
Lord by being “free from
sins and not to be de-
formed by sins”. We have
to bring Christ in all our
activities, in our prayer
and goodwill for others, for
God wants to make us
whole, perfect before His
eyes, be filled with His
love, graces and blessings,
and enriched by the Holy
Spirit.
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! when we do not [,
conform ourselves . . o
e Total Submission To Christ
world. : P -
PROMISE: REFLECTION: e . .. rialism, patterns

“..whoever loses his
life for my sake will
find it.” (Mt 16:26b)

WORD:

Jer 20:7-9/ Ps 63:2-
6, 8-9/ Rom 12:1-2/

Mt 16:21-27
ORDER:

o “Take up your cross
and follow me.” (Mt

16:24b)

e “Do not conform...
but be transformed
by the renewal of

(Rom

your mind.
12:2b)

DIRECTIONS:
e Offer sacrifices

through fasting and

abstinence.

¢ Be faithful to your

prayer life and
meditate on the
word of God.

¢ Be generous with
your time, talent,
and treasure to
serve God.

“Whoever wishes
to come after me
must deny himself,
take up his cross,
and follow me. For
whoever wishes to
save his life will
lose it but whoever
loses his life for my
sake  will  find
it.” (Mt. 16:24-25)

Following Jesus
is called disciple-
ship and it has its own demands. Among
them are denying one’s self, taking one’s
cross and following Him. Simply put,
discipleship means becoming more like
Jesus in terms of obedience to the will of
the Father and loving service to others
inside and outside of the community. It
goes back to the basic commandment to
love God and to love our neighbor. Need-
less to say, discipleship begins and ends
with love. Denying self requires us to
give up anything that would hinder us in
doing the will of God. This does not
mean that if we want something it is
necessarily wrong. Rather it means we
must take down our wants and desires
as the governing power in our lives. The
world offers tempting allurement, mate-

of worldly behav-
ior - values that
oppose God’s com-
| mandments. By
instinct most of
| us chase those
| things in pursuit
of happiness and
earthly  posses-
| sion. If we are not
% careful then we
| inherently  risk
being enslaved by
our desire for self-indulgence, pleasure,
prestige, and power. As followers of
Christ we are called to detach ourselves
from earthly possession that is a barrier
if we want a closer relationship with the
creator. We need to break free from the
me-first pattern of the world and as St.
Paul said “we must have our minds
changed in order to be able to under-
stand what the Lord wants.”

The Lord’s call is not only about par-
ticipating in His glory, it is also partici-
pating first and foremost in His suffer-
ing. To be called disciples and followers
of Jesus we have to embrace our own
cross. Our daily cross involves constant
courage that we need to face the de-
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Saint Raymond: Patron of Obstetricians

Born to the Spanish nobility in 1204, Raymond was taken from his mother’s womb
after she died in childbirth. His father had planned a career for him in the royal court
but Raymond preferred to read religious books and felt drawn to religious life. When
his father ordered him to manage one of the family farms, he obliged but spent his
time with the shepherds, praying and studying until his father finally allowed him to become a
priest. He joined the Order of Our Lady of Mercy or the Mercedarians in Barcelona, an order
dedicated to freeing Christian captives during Spain’s war with the Moors of North Africa.

Raymond spent his entire estate ransoming the prisoners and when he ran out of money gave himself up to
free the Christian hostages. In prison, he converted some of his Muslim guards which angered the warden. He
was tortured and made to run the gauntlet and finally sentenced to death by impalement. However, consider-
ing his great ransom value, the governor commuted his sentence to imprisonment. To keep him from preaching
about Jesus, his captors drilled holes through his lips with a searing iron and attached a padlock through the
holes. After several years, he was ransomed and returned to Spain where he continued to raise money to free
slaves. In 1239, Pope Gregory IX appointed him a Cardinal but Raymond chose to continue to live as a mendi-

cant monk.

St. Raymond died of a fever while on a journey to Rome in 1240 to visit the Pope. His body was buried at the
chapel of St. Nicholas, where he frequently prayed as a teenager, near his old farm. He is invoked by women in

labor and obstetricians and by priests defending the seal of confession.




Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Blessed Mother’s visit -Tess Corso 732-604-1914

For Prayer Service -

Morris Teves 732-597-2016

Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30 pm, all mem-
bers are urged to pray together as one community the

following:
Prayer to Take Authority
Holy Rosary

Prayer: Oratio Imperata against the spread of

CcOronauvirus

“God Our Father, we come to you in our need, to ask
your protection against the 2019 N-coronavirus,
that has claimed the lives and affected many.

We pray for your grace, for the people tasked with
studying the nature and cause of this virus and its
disease and of stemming the tide of its transmission.
Guide the hands and minds of medical experts that
they may minister to the sick with competence and
compassion, and of those governments and private
agencies that must find a cure and solution to this

epidemic.

We pray for those afflicted, may they be restored to

health soon.

Grant us the grace to work for the good of all and to
help those in need. Grant this through our Lord,
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with
You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and

ever. Amen.

Mary, help of all Christians, pray for us.
St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.

St. Rock, pray for us.

St. Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.
St. Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.”
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God’s Blessings

Birthday
Ernesto Kho 8/28 Mark Senter 8/29
Karen Lukban 8/28 - Mark Hernandez 8/30
Paul Alimario 8/28 Manny Acosta 8/31
Kaynan DelaCruz  8/28 Clarence Causing 8/31
Jean Catarata 8/29 Kyle Robinson 9/1
Marichille Jamolod = 8/29 Remy Odon 9/1
Fr. Gerry Paderon  8/29 Totie Araga 9/2
Roy Rubiato  9/3
Anniversary
Andy & Grace Mantes 8/28
Carl & Mina Duque 8/29
Pris & Nin Brendia 8/29
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and love offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldtrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

August 21, 2020

Mail-in : $300.00
Paypal : $164.76

Thank you for
your generosity!!!

Roy & Chinky Rubiato 9/
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Online Giving The Lord’s
You can now send your tithes Provision
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mands of our Christian
faith even if we have to
bear hardship in doing so.
Taking up our cross
means giving our whole
mind, body, and soul to
God, just as Jesus gave his
life for us. This involves
bearing burdens although,
deeper than that, it is total
dedication of life. A total
submission and conformity
to God. Carrying our cross
is also accepting and inevi-
tably living the inconven-

iences, sufferings -and sor-
row of life. To some the
daily carrying of the cross
is a prolonged martyrdom.
We can reinforce our
commitment for complete
submission to the Christ
Jesus by practicing the
following directions as dis-
cerned: 1. offer sacrifices
through fasting and absti-
nence, 2. be faithful to
your prayer life and medi-
tate on the Word of God, 3.
be generous with your
time, talent, and treasure.

Freedom

Jesus told his disciples that they, too, must be will-
ing to lay down their lives in order to gain new ever-
lasting life with the Father in his kingdom. There's a
certain paradox in God's economy. We lose what we
gain, and we gain what we lose. When we try to run
our life our own way, we end up losing it to futility.
Only God can free us from our ignorant and sinful
ways. When we surrender our lives to God, he gives us
new life in his Spirit and the pledge of eternal life. God
wants us to be spiritually fit and ready to do his will at
all times.

What will you give to God in exchange for freedom
and eternal life? Are you ready to part with anything
that might keep you from following the Lord Jesus and
his perfect plan for your life? Jesus poses these ques-
tions to challenge our assumptions about what is most
profitable and worthwhile in life. In every decision of
life we are making ourselves a certain kind of person. It
1s possible that some can gain all the things they have
set their heart on, only to wake up suddenly and dis-
cover that they missed the most important thing of all.
Of what value are material things if they don't help you
gain what truly lasts for eternity. Neither money nor
possessions can buy heaven, mend a broken heart, or
cheer a lonely person.

A true disciple gladly gives up all that he or she
has in exchange for an unending life of joy and happi-
ness with God. God gives without measure. The joy he
offers no sadness or loss can diminish. The cross of Je-
sus Christ leads to victory and freedom from sin and
death. What is the cross which Jesus Christ commands
me to take up each day? When my will crosses
with Ais will, then his will must be done. Are you ready
to lose all for Jesus Christ in order to gain all with Je-
sus Christ?

Adapted from www. dailyscripture.net




