This Sunday’s
Counsel

THEME:
Believers in the
Risen Christ, our
Cornerstone, pro-
claim Him as
Lord and Savior.

PROMISE:
“..everyone who
believes in him
will receive for-
giveness of sins
through his
name.” (Acts
10:43)

WORD:
Acts 10:34a, 37-
43/ Ps 118:1-2,
16-17, 22-23/ Col
3:1-4/ Jn 20:1-9

ORDER:

e Preach and tes-
tify. (Acts
10:42a)

DIRECTIONS:
¢ Read and study
the Scriptures.
* Be a good wit-

ness.
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REFLECTION: After

being rejected and cruci-

fied, Jesus Christ rose

from death on Easter

Sunday. Truly, the Risen

Christ 1s “the strong foun-

dation of our belief that

everlasting life awaits us

and any helplessness or

pessimism has no place in

the Christian heart,”

(Bishop Evangelista,

Easter message). What

qualities should we develop and nurture in
our relationship with our Triune God that
will lead us to everlasting life? St. Paul ad-
monished the Colossians, “Since, then, you
have been raised with Christ, set your
hearts on things above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your
minds on things above, not on earthly
things,” (Col 3:1-2)

Our weekly themes for the month of
April set out some actions that Christians
should take as true believers of our resur-
rected Lord, and these involve knowing
where our faith must be founded, our obe-
dience to God’s commandment, the trans-
formation of our hearts and mind, and our
service to our neighbor.

The theme for Easter Sunday is, Believ-
ers in the Risen Christ, our Cornerstone,
proclaim Him as Lord and Savior. It is the
fundamental truth of our faith that God
defeated death in Jesus Christ, who is now
“seated at the right hand of the Father.”

Action Guide For Believers

Jesus has accomplished
His mission of salvation.
He is our Lord and Savior.
As Christian believers, it
1s now up to us to witness
to His resurrection as
bearers and doers of word
in God’s kingdom. We are
true witnesses when we
reflect the heart and char-
acter of Jesus in our daily
lives.
The theme for the 2nd
Sunday of Easter is, Believers in the Risen
Christ, our Cornerstone, keep His com-
mandment of love. Divine Mercy Sunday
reminds us of the virtues of obedience,
courage and generosity. During this time of
the pandemic, there are a lot of negative
information that captures our minds and
can lead us to become indifferent and pas-
sive. Sadly, there are Christians who re-
duce the fundamental truth that Jesus is
our Savior who rose to heaven to free us
from corruption, to a set of moral principles
devoid of the true spirit of the law. Hence,
pride and selfishness may overwhelm us,
hindering us from sharing our time, talent
and treasure to those in need.

Believers in the Risen Christ, our Cor-
nerstone, preach repentance and forgiveness
of sins in His name, is the theme for the
3rd Sunday of Easter. We are told to
preach the Good News especially to our
brethren who may be unaware of what the

Action - See Page 2

Tending
the
Flock

Christ Destroyed Death

God's compassion for us is all the more wonderful be-
cause Christ died, not for the righteous or the holy but for
the wicked and the sinful, and, though the divine nature

could not be touched by the sting of death, he took to himself,

through his birth a

s one of us, something he could offer on our be-

half. The power of his death once confronted our death. In the

words of Hosea the

prophet: Death, I shall be your death; grave, I

shall swallow you up. By dying he submitted to the laws of the un-

derworld; by rising

again he destroyed them. He did away with the

everlasting character of death so as to make death a thing of time,
not of eternity. As all die in Adam, so all will be brought to life in

Christ.

~ Leo the Great, 400-461 A.D.

Lamp

Without the fire of the

Spirit, the prophecies are ex-
tinguished, sorrow supplants joy, rou-
tine substitutes love... The image of the
lighted lamp next to the Tabernacle,
where the Eucharist is reserved, comes
to mind. Even when the church empties
and evening falls, even when the
church is closed, that lamp remains lit,
and continues to burn; no one sees it,
yet it burns before the Lord. This is
how the Spirit, in our heart, is always
present like that lamp.

~ Pope Francis




This s the day the Lovd has made;
let wy rejoice and be glad..

Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30 pm, all members are

urged to pray together as one community the following:

Prayer to Take Authority

Holy Rosary

Prayer: Oratio Imperata against the spread of
coronavirus

“Merciful and compassionate Father, we come to you in
our need to seek your protection against the Covid-19
virus that has disturbed and even claimed lives.

We ask you now to look upon us with love and by your
healing hand, dispel the fear of sickness and death,
restore our hope, and strengthen our faith.

We pray that you guide the people tasked to find cures
for this disease and to stem its transmission.

We thank you for the vaccines developed made possible
by your guiding hands. Bless our efforts to use these
vaccines to end the pandemic.

We pray for our health workers that they may minister to

the sick with competence and compassion. Grant them
health in mind and body, strength in their commit-
ment, protection from the disease.

We pray for those afflicted. May they be restored to
health. Protect those who care for them. Grant eternal
rest to those who have died.

Give us the grace in these trying times to work for the
good of all and to help those in ne.41ed. May our con-
cern and compassion for each other see us through this
crisis and lead us to conversion and holiness.

Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ your son
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the holy
spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

We fly to your protection, o holy Mother of God. Do not
despise our petition in our necessities, but deliver us
always from all dangers, O Glorious and Blessed Vir-
gin. Amen.

Our Lady, health of the sick, pray for us.

St. Joseph, pray for us.

St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.

San Roque, pray for us.

San Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.

San Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.

Online Giving

You can now send your tithes
and love offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldtrenton.com

The Lord’s
Provision
March 26, 2021

Mail-in: $ 600.00
Paypal : § 29.04

Thank you for
your generosity!!!

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754
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Community Prayer
For the 2021 General Emergence

Almighty Father, source of all goodness and love, we
praise and thank you for bringing us, BLD members, to-
gether in a community of love.

During this period of discernment for our next commu-
nity and district leaders, we place ourselves — the nomina-
tors, nominees and all those participating in
the BLD General Emergence, under the light and power of
the Holy Spirit.

Together with our global community brothers and sis-
ters, we especially pray for our Community Spiritual Direc-
tor, Bishop Reynaldo G. Evangelista, District
Spiritual Directors, Council of Servant Leaders, Cluster
Shepherds, District Council of Stewards and Emergence
Overseers (CCEO & DCEQO), that they may
be guided by Your wisdom in all the decisions they make
and carry out their functions with humility and dedication.

We commit to be attentive to Your voice by immersing
ourselves daily in Your word, praying and offering sacri-
fices, so that Your Will shall prevail in peace,
love, and joy among us during this important process of
discernment for the new leaders of the BLD Community.

Our Blessed Mother Mary, intercede for us that the Lord
may instill in all of us a deep desire to be filled with the
Holy Spirit, to yield to His word, to give freely
of ourselves, and to serve one another with love as we seek
His wisdom and truth in this process.

This we pray in the Most Holy Name of Jesus Christ, our

Lord. Amen.

Action - Cont’d from Page 1

truth in Jesus is, that is, His con-
cern for the good of all men and
women. Jesus taught us the way of
life of mercy and forgiveness, he
cured the sick and healed their
hearts, and he fed the hungry and
sought out the lost. If such things
are done in the Church and in our
community with the same tenacity,
this would mean that Jesus is alive
in us and continues to be with us,
and His presence is real in the
world.

Finally, the theme for the 4th
Sunday of Easter tells us, Believers

in the Risen Christ, our Cornerstone,
serve others in self-giving sacrifice.
In Jesus’ time, lepers were rejected
because they might contaminate
others of their illness. Today, Covid-
19 is no different. Many people,
some of them our relatives and
friends, have been infected and
some passed away. How have we
reacted despite our own limitations?
Have we ignored them by not saying
words of comfort, assuring them of
our prayers or offering masses for
them? Have we alleviated their fi-
nancial needs even if we ourselves
may not have enough? This Sunday
is also Good Shepherd Sunday. As

an example of a good shepherd, Je-
sus led his flock, protected and
looked for the lost. But as a com-
plete opposite of the character of a
good shepherd, we tend to whine
and complain how the present pan-
demic has caused us to be immobile
and diminished our freedom and
comfort. With this kind of attitude
how can we be sensitive to the plight
of our brethren or help to alleviate
their suffering? A good shepherd is
one who looks out for the lost, de-
fends the defenseless and cares for
the discriminated.

Adapted from www.bldworld.org
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This Sunday’s
Counsel

THEME:
Believers in the
Risen Christ, our
Cornerstone, keep
His commandment
of love.

PROMISE:
“..that through
this belief you may
have life in his
name.” (Jn
30:31b)

WORD:

Acts 4:32-34/ Ps
118:2-4, 13-15, 22-
24/ 1 Jn 5:1-6/ Jn
20:19-31

ORDER:

o Bear witness to
the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus.
(Acts 4:33a)

e Believe. (Jn
20:27¢)

o Receive the Holy
Spirit. (Jn 20:22b)

DIRECTIONS:

e Love God, obey
His command-
ments and pro-
claim the good
news.

¢ Be prayerful,
study the Scrip-
tures and serve
your brothers and
sisters.

e Be open, humble
and allow to be led
by the Holy Spirit.
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New Life In The Holy Spirit

REFLECTION: Jesus did something
which only love and trust can do. He com-
missioned his weak and timid apostles to
bring the good news of the Gospel to the
ends of the earth. This sending out of the
disciples is parallel to the sending out of
Jesus by his heavenly Father. Jesus ful-
filled his mission through his perfect love
and obedience to the will of his Father. He
called his first disciples and he now calls
each one of us to do the same. Just as he
gave his first disciples the gift of the Holy
Spirit, so he breathes on each of us the
same Holy Spirit who equips us with new
life, power, joy, and courage to live each
day as followers of the Risen Lord.

The last apostle to meet the resurrected
Lord was the first to go with him to Jeru-
salem at Passover time. The apostle Tho-
mas was a natural pessimist. When Jesus
proposed that they visit Lazarus after re-
ceiving news of his illness, Thomas said to
the disciples: "Let us also go, that we may
die with him" (Jn 11:16). While Thomas
deeply loved the Lord, he lacked the cour-
age to stand with Jesus in his passion and
crucifixion. After Jesus' death, Thomas
made the mistake of withdrawing from the
other apostles. He sought loneliness rather
than fellowship in his time of trial and ad-

versity. He
doubted the
women who
saw the resur-
rected Jesus
and he doubted
his own fellow
apostles.

When Tho-
mas finally had
the courage to
rejoin the other
apostles, the
Lord Jesus made his presence known to
him and reassured him that he had indeed
overcome death and risen again. When
Thomas recognized his Master, he believed
and exclaimed that Jesus was truly Lord
and truly God! Through the gift of faith
we, too, proclaim that Jesus is our per-
sonal Lord and our God. He died and rose
that we, too, might have new life in him.
The Lord offers each of us new life in his
Holy Spirit that we may know him person-
ally and walk in this new way of life
through the power of his resurrection. Do
you believe in the good news of the Gospel
and in the power of the Holy Spirit to
bring you new life, hope, and joy?

Adapted from www. dailyscripture.net

Easter Sunday is a time to re-
joice over Christ’s rising from the
dead. It i1s the perfect ending to his
life of passion, death, and resurrec-
tion. In the midst of the current
Covid 19 pandemic, our life too is a
life of passion, death and resurrec-

tion.

Our passion and suffering
started when the pandemic was de-
clared. The thought that we would
not see and hug our children and
grandchildren during the lockdown
brought us sadness. The uncer-
tainty about our jobs made us ap-

Leaving The Old Normal Behind

prehensive. Our routine was dis-
rupted and fear of being infected
with the virus that may lead to
death continued to terrify us. The
initial two weeks felt like eternity.
Then the lockdown was extended
into more weeks which turned into
months and months into a year.
Not knowing the end of the pan-
demic and the lockdown, we learned
to change our way of life, adjusted
our routine to cope with the situa-
tion, accepting a new normal and
eventually dying to ourselves.
We saw the light at the end of the

tunnel when the vaccine against the
Corona virus was developed. There
was rejoicing that followed. At last
there is hope again for a new life, a
life of certainty and security. Soon
we will be resurrected.

And soon we’ll be back to the old
normal, right? No, Jesus did not rise
from the dead only to live his life on
earth all over again. This time, he
must be with the Father in heaven
to prepare the place for us in his
Kingdom. The Risen Christ rose
from the dead to a glorified life of

Leaving — See Page 2




Online Giving

You can now send your tithes
and love offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldtrenton.com

The Lord’s
Provision

April 2, 2021

Mail-in: $ 50.00
Paypal : $

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Thank you for
your generosity!!!

Jesus Christ Is Risen!

“He is truly risen!” Dear brothers and sis-

ters, indifference, self-centredness, division
and forgetfulness are not words we want to hear at this
time. We want to ban these words for ever! They seem to
prevail when fear and death overwhelm us, that is,
when we do not let the Lord Jesus triumph in our hearts
and lives. May Christ, who has already defeated death
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation, dispel
the darkness of our suffering humanity and lead us into
the light of His glorious day, a day that knows no end.

~ Pope Francis

Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30 pm, all members are
urged to pray together as one community the following:
Prayer to Take Authority
Holy Rosary
Prayer: Oratio Imperata against the spread of

coronavirus

“Merciful and compassionate Father, we come to you in
our need to seek your protection against the Covid-19
virus that has disturbed and even claimed lives.

We ask you now to look upon us with love and by your
healing hand, dispel the fear of sickness and death, re-
store our hope, and strengthen our faith.

We pray that you guide the people tasked to find cures for
this disease and to stem its transmission.

We thank you for the vaccines developed made possible
by your guiding hands. Bless our efforts to use these
vaccines to end the pandemic.

We pray for our health workers that they may minister to
the sick with competence and compassion. Grant them
health in mind and body, strength in their commitment,
protection from the disease.

We pray for those afflicted. May they be restored to
health. Protect those who care for them. Grant eternal
rest to those who have died.

Give us the grace in these trying times to work for the
good of all and to help those in ne.41ed. May our con-
cern and compassion for each other see us through this
crisis and lead us to conversion and holiness.

Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ your son
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the holy
spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

We fly to your protection, o holy Mother of God. Do not
despise our petition in our necessities, but deliver us
always from all dangers, O Glorious and Blessed Vir-
gin. Amen.

Our Lady, health of the sick, pray for us.

St. Joseph, pray for us.

St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.

San Roque, pray for us.

San Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.

San Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.
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Community Prayer
For the 2021 General Emergence

Almighty Father, source of all goodness and love, we
praise and thank you for bringing us, BLD members, to-
gether in a community of love.

During this period of discernment for our next commu-
nity and district leaders, we place ourselves — the nomina-
tors, nominees and all those participating in
the BLD General Emergence, under the light and power of
the Holy Spirit.

Together with our global community brothers and sis-
ters, we especially pray for our Community Spiritual Direc-
tor, Bishop Reynaldo G. Evangelista, District
Spiritual Directors, Council of Servant Leaders, Cluster
Shepherds, District Council of Stewards and Emergence
Overseers (CCEO & DCEQO), that they may
be guided by Your wisdom in all the decisions they make
and carry out their functions with humility and dedication.

We commit to be attentive to Your voice by immersing
ourselves daily in Your word, praying and offering sacri-
fices, so that Your Will shall prevail in peace,
love, and joy among us during this important process of
discernment for the new leaders of the BLD Community.

Our Blessed Mother Mary, intercede for us that the Lord
may instill in all of us a deep desire to be filled with the
Holy Spirit, to yield to His word, to give freely
of ourselves, and to serve one another with love as we seek
His wisdom and truth in this process.

This we pray in the Most Holy Name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

Leaving - Cont'd from Page 1

prayer life, our stronger
faith, our firmer beliefs.
Let us continue to be con-
cerned about the needs of
our neighbors, relatives
and friends. Let us not
waste but instead bring
the lessons learned and
yet to be learned with us
to our new life, practice
them for our own good
and for the good of the
community. Only then
can we see the beauty of
the Risen Christ in all its
splendor.

perfect happiness. He left
behind the pain, suffer-
ing and misery of earthly
life. And he intended for
us to live a life like his,
so we shouldn’t go back
to our old ways.

Our Lord allowed the
pandemic to happen for a
reason. It may take time
for us to understand fully
why, but let us begin to
apply the lessons already
learned from the pan-
demic. Let us continue to
follow our new found




This Sunday’s

Counsel

THEME:
Believers in the
Risen Christ, our
Cornerstone, preach
repentance and for-
giveness of sins in
His name.

PROMISE:

“But whoever keeps
his word, the love of
God is truly perfected
in him.” (1 dn 2:5a)

WORD:

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/
Ps 4:2-4,7-9/ 1 dn 2:1
-ba/ Lk 24:35-48

ORDER:

o Repent, therefore,
and be converted,
that your sins may be
wiped away.(Acts
3:19)

DIRECTIONS:

e Acknowledge your
sins before God and
receive the Sacra-
ment of Reconcilia-
tion often.

¢ Be kind, compassion-
ate with one another,
forgiving each other
just as Christ God
forgave you.

e Allow the Holy Spirit
to transform you
through constant
prayers, studying the
Scriptures with good
witnessing and pro-
claiming his word.

REFLECTION:

“Thus it is written
that the Messiah would
suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day
and that repentance, for
the forgiveness of sins,
would be preached in
his name to all the na-
tions... You are wit-
nesses of these things,”
(Lk 24:46-48).

Our theme for this
week underscores the
importance and essence
of forgiveness of sin be-
cause it is for this reason that Jesus died
and was resurrected, so that we may be
restored to His Father. As believers and
witnesses for Christ, we are His feet and
body to preach the good news of repen-
tance and forgiveness. St. Teresa of Avila
writes, “Christ has no body but
yours...Yours are the feet with which he
walks to do good...Christ has no body
now but yours, no hands, no feet on earth
but yours.”

As disciples of Christ, we share in His
death and resurrection, to die to our-
selves that we will bear the fruit of the

|| Spirit and be enabled to
live out and preach the
Gospel. During the sea-
1 son of Easter, we are
invited to grow deeper in
our faith in the Risen
Christ by first renewing
the promises of our bap-
of tism — to believe in one

%z“ God, the Father, Son

|

and the Holy Spirit, re-
44 ject Satan in all his
8 works and all of his
| empty promises. To pro-
\¥ claim the Good News

and follow Jesus is not
an easy thing to do, especially when one
has to give up ones comforts, priorities
and attachments. But if we put our trust
and belief in Christ who truly died and
rose for our salvation, then there is
meaning and purpose in our sacrifices
and service to the Lord.

As we celebrate Easter, we experience
a spiritual revival and a new creation
begins. A new intimacy with Jesus is re-
vealed where He heals our worthless-
ness, conquers our fears, removes our
doubt and forgives our sins. Easter is not
Enabled - See Page 2

Tending
the
Flock

Our Perpetual, Living Inheritance

In the Gospel passage, St Luke mentions one of the appearances of the Risen Jesus (24: 35-48). At
the very beginning of the passage the Evangelist notes that the two disciples of Emmaus, who hurried

back to Jerusalem, had told the Eleven how they recognized him in "the breaking of the bread” (v. 35).
And while they were recounting the extraordinary experience of their encounter with the Lord, he "himself stood
among them" (v. 36). His sudden appearance frightened the Apostles. They were fearful to the point that Jesus,
in order to reassure them and to overcome every hesitation and doubt, asked them to touch him as he was not a
ghost but a man of flesh and bone and then asked them for something to eat. Once again, as had happened for
the two at Emmaus, it is at table while eating with his own that the Risen Christ reveals himself to the disci-
ples, helping them to understand the Scriptures and to reinterpret the events of salvation in the light of Easter.
"Everything written about me”, he says, "in the law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled”
(v. 44). And he invites them to look to the future: "repentance and forgiveness of sins [shall] be preached in his
name to all nations"” (cf. v. 47).
This very experience of repentance and forgiveness is relived in every community in the Eucharistic celebra-
tion, especially on Sundays. The Eucharist, the privileged place in which the Church recognizes "the Author of

Inheritance — See Page 2




Online Giving

You can now send your tithes
and love offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldtrenton.com

The Lord’s
Provision
April30, 2021

Mail-in: $§ 50.00
Paypal : $267.45

Thank you for
your generosity!!!

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30 pm, all members are
urged to pray together as one community the following:

Prayer to Take Authority

Holy Rosary

Prayer: Oratio Imperata against the spread of
coronavirus

“Merciful and compassionate Father, we come to you in
our need to seek your protection against the Covid-19
virus that has disturbed and even claimed lives.

We ask you now to look upon us with love and by your
healing hand, dispel the fear of sickness and death,
restore our hope, and strengthen our faith.

We pray that you guide the people tasked to find cures
for this disease and to stem its transmission.

We thank you for the vaccines developed made possible
by your guiding hands. Bless our efforts to use these
vaccines to end the pandemic.

We pray for our health workers that they may minister to
the sick with competence and compassion. Grant them
health in mind and body, strength in their commit-
ment, protection from the disease.

We pray for those afflicted. May they be restored to
health. Protect those who care for them. Grant eternal
rest to those who have died.

Give us the grace in these trying times to work for the
good of all and to help those in ne.41ed. May our con-
cern and compassion for each other see us through this
crisis and lead us to conversion and holiness.

Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ your son
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the holy
spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

We fly to your protection, o holy Mother of God. Do not
despise our petition in our necessities, but deliver us
always from all dangers, O Glorious and Blessed
Virgin. Amen.

Our Lady, health of the sick, pray for us.
St. Joseph, pray for us.

St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.
San Roque, pray for us.

San Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.

San Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.
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Purge

Gardeners have found how to make the

brittle almond tree bear sweet fruit by cut-
ting the foot of the tree and letting the sap escape. So
why shouldn't we, in a similar way, purge out our per-
verse inclinations and acquire better ones? No dispo-
sition is so good by nature that it can't acquire bad
habits. Nor is any natural disposition so perverse that
it can't be conquered and overcome by God's grace,
joined to our earnest and diligent endeavor.

~ St. Francis de Sales

Inheritance —Cont’d from Page 1

life” (Acts 3: 15) is "the breaking of the bread”, as it is
called in the Acts of the Apostles. In it, through faith,
we enter into communion with Christ, who is "the
priest, the altar, and the lamb of sacrifice” (cf. Preface
for Easter, 5) and is among us. Let us gather round him
to cherish the memory of his words and of the events
contained in Scripture; let us relive his Passion, death
and Resurrection. In celebrating the Eucharist we com-
municate with Christ, the victim of expiation, and from
him we draw forgiveness and life. What would our lives
as Christians be without the Eucharist? The Eucharist
is the perpetual, living inheritance which the Lord has
bequeathed to us in the Sacrament of his Body and his
Blood and which we must constantly rethink and
deepen so that, as venerable Pope Paul VI said, it may
"impress its inexhaustible effectiveness on all the days of
our earthly life” (Insegnamenti, V [1967], p. 779).

~ Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, April 26, 2009

Enabled - Cont'd from Page 1

just an anniversary, a repetitive
yearly event. It is the beginning of a
new way of life with God as Easter
people, free, renewed and complete.

The theme this week invites us to
witness to God and preach the Gos-
pel of repentance and forgiveness of
sins in His name. Witnessing Jesus
is testifying how the power of the

Risen Christ has touched and trans-
formed us in the most amazing and
unimaginable way. Now, we see Je-
sus in us and we no longer view suf-
fering as evil, but a needed remedy
to make us realize of our sinfulness
and to accept it as part of God’s plan
and purpose. We are reminded to
remember that the Resurrection of
our Lord may not change our daily

lives abruptly, but it should show us
how to look at life differently, how to
share and live our life in faith and
with faith. As promised in the first
letter of John, “But whoever keeps
his word, the love of God is truly per-
fected in him,” (1 Jn 2:5a).

Adapted from www.bldworld.org
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|| THEME:

This Sunday’s
Counsel

Believers in the
Risen Christ, our
Cornerstone,
serve others in
self-giving sacri-
fice.

PROMISE:
“They will hear
my voice, and
there will be one
flock, one shep-
herd .” (Jn 10:16)

WORD:
Acts 4:8-12/ Ps
118:1, 8-9, 21-23,
26, 28, 29/ 1 Jn
3:1-2/ Jn 10:11-
18

ORDER:

e Be a good shep-
herd. (Jn 10:11a)

o Take refuge in
me. (Ps 118:8b)

e Hear my voice.
(Jn 10:16b)

DIRECTIONS:

¢ Be a good witness
and example to
your flock.

e Surrender every-
thing to the Lord.

e Spend time in
prayer and medi-
tate on the Word.
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REFLECTION: Every
year, we celebrate Good
Shepherd Sunday on the
4th Sunday of Easter. In
the Gospel of John, Jesus
speaks of Himself as the
“good shepherd” portray-
ing the self-sacrificing
aspect of his life - "A good
shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep,” (Jn
10:11b). He manifested
His love and commitment
as a good shepherd when
he fearlessly faced death
on the cross to save us, His “sheep,” from
sin and death.

We have a shepherd like Jesus because
we are like sheep ourselves who could go
astray into areas where we can be endan-
gered in the temptations of the world, our
own flesh and Satan. Given our stubborn
and disobedient attitude, we set out to
fend for ourselves and begin to compromise
our spiritual welfare as we wander about
to feed on little bits of forbidden pasture.
But we have a loving Shepherd who is
watching and guiding us so that we feed
on God’s word alone and follow His plan

Christ’é‘ Undersheph?rds

- for our life.

There are many who
== are not as fortunate as us
« and have not heard God’s
| voice, or follow Christ.
This is an opportunity
given us by the Lord to
* show our gratitude for all
7 He has done for us. He
Y wills all men to profit
~ from His death and resur-
.| rection and so, He calls us
™ to shepherd this flock as

! have other sheep that do
not belong to this fold. These also I must
lead, and they will hear my voice, and
there will be one flock, one shepherd,” (Jn
10:16). These are people who seek mean-
ingless happiness by pursuing all kinds of
temporal desires, such as, material pros-
perity, adulation and attention, power and
control, misguided pleasures, or self-
gratification.

The Good Shepherd deeply desires that
we come to identify ourselves with Him.
He invites us to be His undershepherds
who would ‘smell like sheep’ because we

Undershepherds - See Page 2

Tending
the
Flock

Our Guide To The True Pasture

In the anguish of the period of the Exile, confronted by the failure of Israel's shepherds, that is, of its
political and religious leaders, Ezekiel sketched the image of God himself as the Shepherd of his people.

Through the prophet God says: "As a shepherd seeks out his flock... so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue
them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness”" (Ez 34: 12).
Jesus now proclaims that this time has come: he himself is the Good Shepherd through whom God himself

cares for his creature, man, gathering human beings and leading them to the true pasture. St Peter, whom the
Risen Lord charged to tend his sheep, to become a shepherd with him and for him, described Jesus as the
"archipoimen” - "Chief Shepherd" (cf. I Pt 5: 4), and by this he meant that it is only possible to be a shepherd of
the flock of Jesus Christ through him and in very close communion with him.

The Sacrament of Ordination expresses this very point: through the Sacrament the priest is totally inserted
into Christ, so that by starting from him and acting in his sight he may carry out in communion with him the
service of Jesus, the one Shepherd, in whom God, as man, wants to be our Shepherd.

The Gospel we have heard this Sunday is only a part of Jesus' great discourse on shepherds. In this passage,
the Lord tells us three things about the true shepherd: he gives his own life for his sheep; he knows them and
they know him; he is at the service of unity.

~ Pope Benedict XVI, Homily, May 7, 2006
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Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30 pm, all members are
urged to pray together as one community the following:

Prayer to Take Authority

Holy Rosary

Prayer: Oratio Imperata against the spread of
coronavirus

“Merciful and compassionate Father, we come to you in
our need to seek your protection against the Covid-19
virus that has disturbed and even claimed lives.

We ask you now to look upon us with love and by your
healing hand, dispel the fear of sickness and death,
restore our hope, and strengthen our faith.

We pray that you guide the people tasked to find cures
for this disease and to stem its transmission.

We thank you for the vaccines developed made possible
by your guiding hands. Bless our efforts to use these
vaccines to end the pandemic.

We pray for our health workers that they may minister to
the sick with competence and compassion. Grant them
health in mind and body, strength in their commit-
ment, protection from the disease.

We pray for those afflicted. May they be restored to
health. Protect those who care for them. Grant eternal
rest to those who have died.

Give us the grace in these trying times to work for the
good of all and to help those in ne.41ed. May our con-
cern and compassion for each other see us through this
crisis and lead us to conversion and holiness.

Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ your son
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the holy
spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

We fly to your protection, o holy Mother of God. Do not
despise our petition in our necessities, but deliver us
always from all dangers, O Glorious and Blessed
Virgin. Amen.

Our Lady, health of the sick, pray for us.
St. Joseph, pray for us.

St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.
San Roque, pray for us.

San Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.

San Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.
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God’s Blessings
Birthday

Ogie Odejar 4/16  Nonette Duarte 4/25
Tony Manuel 4/23 = Rina Pascua 4/25
Ren Raymundo 4/23  Eve Cabrera 4/27
Jojo Legaspi 4/23  Olyn Bautista 4/29

Anniversary
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Ernest & Neri Roldan 4/23

Leo & Nonette Duarte 4/25

Rolly & Rina Pascua 4/26

Chris & Eve Cabrera 4/27

Adam & Margaret Tomcyzk  4/27

Alvin & Helen Hernandez 4/28

Amor & Yoly Japitana 4/28

Lino & Yoly Alcasid 4/29
b

The Lord’s Online Giving

Provision

You can now send your tithes
and love offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldtrenton.com

Or mail check to:

BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367

April 16, 2021

Mail-in: $ 440.00
Paypal : $ 116.76

Thank you for
your generosity!!!

WRITERS NEEDED
Please contribute to our Community News. We welcome
words or less. Submit your manuscripts by e-mail to
bldword@gmail.com

Di:l you .
| K‘“‘" Dear sister, dear brother, do you want
proof that God has touched your life? See if
the day to ask, “Am I, who so often have received
God’s peace, his mercy, merciful to others? Do I, who
effort to relieve the hunger of the poor?” Let us not
remain indifferent. Let us not live a one-way faith, a
cepts the gift but does not give it in return. Having
received mercy, let us now become merciful.

spiritual articles, testimonies, and reflections of 300
Merciful
you can stoop to bind the wounds of others. Today is
have so often been fed by the Body of Jesus, make any
faith that receives but does not give, a faith that ac-
~ Pope Francis

Undershepherds - Cont'd from Page

have gone to dirty, smelly and even

Easter people who serve others in
self-giving sacrifice.
Truly, a self-giving love especial-

to completely care for others.
It should inspire, console and
encourage us to know how deep the

dangerous places where the “flock”
lives. He asks us to be removed from
our convenience and go out of our
comfort zones to where the action is.
He challenges the community of
God’s people to be an evangelizing
community that gets involved in
word and deed in people’s lives. We
are invited to bridge distances, em-
brace human lives and touch the
suffering flesh of Christ in others.
We must testify that we are the

ly in times of difficulty forges a deep
spiritual bond that is stronger than
any hardship that one may face. It
may be tough to be there for those
who need us when they need us. It is
hard to be always faithful and never
shy away in the face of fear. Yet, it
1s worse when we run away from our
responsibility due to selfish reason
and leave the flock untended. We
should not let suffering, persecution
or rejection deter us from our duty

love of our Good Shepherd truly is.
As Jesus offers His unwavering care
and love for us, He also wants us to
return this gift by offering the same
unwavering commitment to one an-
other. It is His desire that we fulfill
His promise to all, “They will hear
my voice, and there will be one flock,
one shepherd,” (Jn 10:16).

Adapted from www.bldworld.org
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This Sunday’s
Counsel

THEME:
We remain in Je-
sus’ love and bear
much fruit when
we keep His com-
mandments.

PROMISE:
“If you remain in
me and my words
remain in you, ask
for whatever you
want and it will be
done for you.” (Jn
15:7)

WORD:
Acts 9:26-31/ Ps
22:26-27, 28, 30,
31-32/ 1 Jn 3:18-
24/ Jn 15:1-8

ORDER:

e Remain in me as I
remain in you. (Jn
15:4)

o Keep my com-
mandments. (1Jn
3:24)

e Bear fruit. (Jn
15:5)

DIRECTIONS:

e Set time to pray
daily.

¢ Read the Scrip-
tures and faithful-
ly meditate on
them.

¢ Willingly and joy-
fully serve God
and one another.

o Actively partici-
pate in ministry
and community
activities.

Volume 21, Issue 17

http //bldtrenton com

April 30, 2021

REFLECTION: This
Sunday’s Gospel is the
story of the vine and the
vine grower from the Gos-
pel of John. Jesus says: “T
am the vine, you are the
branches. Whoever re-
mains in me and I in him
will bear much fruit be-
cause without me you can
do nothing”.

The Gospel passage
invites us to live a more
authentic Christian spir-
ituality by remaining in
Jesus. As Christians, we 8 /
are taught that by praying and medltatmg
on the Scriptures, we increase our aware-
ness that Jesus lives with us always. This
commitment to abide in Christ is also
strengthened by availing the Sacraments
and nourished by the Eucharist. But how
do we think being part of a community, a
covenant community like our BLD, has
helped us in our relationship with Christ?

God never intended for us to go
through Christian journey alone. While
part or the end goal of our Christian life is
to participate in the larger church commu-
nities, belonging to a community of faith is
also crucial and valuable in our spiritual

es that we have in our BLD Covenant
Community, we learn to be on track with
our faith. We likewise grow in our faith by

| The BEST In The Community

growth. By way of commitment and pledg-

experiencing some of the
B.E.S.T. ways to live and
nurture Christ’s command-
ment of love.

Bearing one another’s
burden. We experience
through the community one
1| of the important elements in
W! the life of the covenant com-
i | munity which is the bearing
| of one another’s burdens.
® This is Paul’s command in
" Galatians 6:2: “Bear one an-
other’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ.” As loving
Christians, we are called by
the Lord to bear all kinds of burdens, but
we are not called to bear them alone.
When a brother or sister struggles with
discouragement, failure, anxiety, bereave-
ment, sickness, the burden is made lighter
if we show our concern and offer help that
we can. There is a lot of grief going on in
the community especially during this pan-
demic, there are so many who lost their
loved ones and many who got sick. It may
be difficult but our sincere show of concern
and prayers definitely help in easing the
pain.

Encouraging one another. Through our
community, we are able to encourage one
another. We understand that we have to
seek what is best for each other. We want
each other to grow in faith by stirring one

The BEST - See Page 2

Tending
the
Flock

Cleansed By The Word

So the world - life enslaved by carnal passions - can no more receive the
grace of the Spirit than a weak eye can look at the light of a sunbeam. First the
Lord cleansed his disciples' lives through his teaching, and then he gave them

the ability to both see and contemplate the Spirit. He says, “You are already made clean
by the word I have spoken to you” (Jn 15:3). Therefore "“he world cannot receive him, be-
cause it neither sees him nor knows him... You know him, for he dwells with you” (Jn
14:17). Isaiah says, “He who settled the earth and the things in it; and gives breath to the
people on it, and Spirit to them that tread on it” (Is 42:5). From this we can learn that
those who trample earthly things and rise above them become worthy to receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

~ Basil the Great, 329-379 A.D.




God’s Blessings
Birthday

Community Prayer Time

Every Friday, starting at exactly 8:30 pm, all members are
urged to pray together as one community the following:
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Prayer to Take Authority  Maria Diaz 4/30 Mense Miranda 5/1
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has disturbed and even claimed lives. Provision You can now send your tithes

and love offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldtrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

We ask you now to look upon us with love and by your healing
hand, dispel the fear of sickness and death, restore our hope,
and strengthen our faith.

We pray that you guide the people tasked to find cures for this
disease and to stem its transmission.

We thank you for the vaccines developed made possible by your
guiding hands. Bless our efforts to use these vaccines to end
the pandemic.

April 16, 2021

Mail-in: $ 440.00
Paypal : $ 116.76

Thank you for

We pray for our health workers that they may minister to the
sick with competence and compassion. Grant them health in
mind and body, strength in their commitment, protection from
the disease.

We pray for those afflicted. May they be restored to health. Pro-
tect those who care for them. Grant eternal rest to those who
have died.

Give us the grace in these trying times to work for the good of
all and to help those in ne.41ed. May our concern and compas-
sion for each other see us through this crisis and lead us to
conversion and holiness.

Grant all these through our Lord Jesus Christ your son who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the holy spirit, God
forever and ever. Amen.

We fly to your protection, o holy Mother of God. Do not despise

your generosity!!!
‘ Heaven
[ DK ) Friends, in today’s Gospel, Jesus ex-
plains why his sheep listen to him and fol-
low him. They do so because he is leading
them to eternal life.

He says, “I give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish.” The life of heaven, where we “shall nev-
er perish,” is that place where death and sickness
have no power over us, where we see God face-to-face.

Heaven and earth are always connected in the bib-
lical imagination; that’s true. But heaven should nev-
er be reduced to earth, as though religion is just about
this-worldly ethics, social justice, or psychological

our petition in our necessities, but deliver us always from all

well-being. No, the Christian faith is about a journey

dangers, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. Amen.

Our Lady, health of the sick, pray for us.
St. Joseph, pray for us.

St. Raphael the Archangel, pray for us.
San Roque, pray for us.

San Lorenzo Ruiz, pray for us.

San Pedro Calungsod, pray for us.

ever he goes.

beyond this world to the heavenly Jerusalem.
Everything in the Christian life—from our ethical
behavior, to prayer, to the liturgy, to works of jus-
tice—all of it is meant to conduce to that end. So lis-
ten to the voice of the shepherd and follow him wher-

~ Bishop Barron

The BEST - Cont'd from Page 1

another to good works and to have
confidence in sharing the gifts that
the Lord has given us. Many of us
feel so undeserved to do some of the
roles that we have in the community
but with inspiration and exhorta-
tion, we are able to discover our po-
tentials and use them for God’s glo-
ry.

Serving each other. We also
learned to remove our self-interest
to serve others through the commu-
nity. “As each one has received a gift,
use it to serve one another as good
stewards of God’s varied grace.” (1
Pt 4:10). It is here that we learned to
share what God has given us.
Through our various ministries, we
learned how to share what God has
bestowed upon us, be it material or
spiritual gifts. In whatever ways,
we’ve seen how each one serve one
another for good and for the glory of

God.

Testifying to God’s goodness.
Through our various encounters or
retreats, we've seen how brothers
and sisters humbly shared their sto-
ries through the miracles they expe-
rienced in their lives. Through tes-
timonies, God reveals himself more
to us, hence inspiring us to do more
good and to walk more on His ways.

Indeed, through our stay in our
community, we have experienced a
lot of things that allowed us to bear
fruit by fulfilling God’s command-
ment of love. In expressing all this,
we are not saying that the communi-
ty is perfect and that we only experi-
enced the B.E.S.T.

While it is a place where we ex-
perience belongingness, love and
caring, encouragement and ac-
ceptance, it is also a place where
some of us could get hurt, get offend-
ed or get frustrated. However, this

is part of the bigger challenge and a
call to remain more in Him.
Through the imperfections of the
community, our maturity in faith is
being challenged. We are chal-
lenged but at the same time taught
to be more forgiving, to be more
humble, to be more patient with
each other, to be more understand-
ing of one another, to be more sacri-
ficing and to be more trusting in
God.

In the end, we just need to re-
member that Christ is the center
behind all the relationship that we
have and the things that we do in
the community. If we begin to un-
derstand that everyone’s intention is
good, believing that the things that
we do here are done out of love for
Christ, then our community truly
becomes a place where we can bear
fruit, a place where we can give Him
our best in glory of His name.
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