THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

Seventh Sunday of Easter

THEME:
The Holy Spirit empowers us to preach repentance and
forgiveness of sins

PROMISE:
“...you shall receive the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon
you, and be witnesses to the ends of the world.” (Acts 1:8)

WORD:
Acts 1:1-11/ Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9/ Eph 1:17-23/ Lk
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"And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
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ﬁ but the greatest of these is LOVE' 1 Corinthians 13:13 ﬂ

Community News
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

24:46-53 Just as the resurrection was the turning point of salvation history so is the Ascension

the turning point that marks the beginning of the Kingdom of God. The Solemnity of

ORDER: 4 - 3 b
I “That repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would ‘.Lhe Ascenswn of the Lorsl implies that our hope does not cons1§t merel.y of d\yelhng
be preached in His name to all the nations.” Lk 24:47 in this world, but rather in heaven. God truly wants to share his happiness with all
2. "Be enlightened that you may know what is the hope men, Christ indeed is our bridge to heaven. For where Christ has gone, we hope to

that belongy to His call “EptiEdl follow, once our earthly journey is over.
DIRECTIONS:

1. Pray fervently for the Holy Spirit to work in us so we

can fulfill the responsibilities entrusted to us.

2. Be witnesses of Jesus’ forgiving love and repentance.

3. Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation regularly.

Jesus' final words to His disciples were brief and to the point. I am with you always,
go, teach all nations. No longer confined to a bodily presence. He will be with His
disciples in a new way, through the power of the Holy Spirit. He sends His disciples
and those who believe in Him, to continue the work He began. Their task is to fan

PSALM: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord

out from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth to proclaim the salvation He has won to all nations. Like the first disciples we are called to follow
Christ and proclaim His message to all. Through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit we share the gospel of love and repentance
bringing others to realize how they have distanced themselves from God and to lead them to seek forgiveness through Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior. This new life embraces God's love and grace, living according to His will and growing to spiritual maturity. Christ's
ascension reveals the work we must do in order to be with Christ forever. Our way to glory is none other than to witness to the Lord by
taking up our own cross and following in his footsteps. God gives us the mission to preach the gospel using the gifts and talents He has
given us, the time He gives us, and ultimately the very life He has given us. He gives us the opportunity to help save others for whom he
paid so dearly.

As a community we are ordered that repentance, for "the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in His name to all the nations”, (Lk
24-47) and "be enlightened that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call", (Eph 1:18). So let's pray fervently for the Holy
Spirit to work in us so we can fulfill the responsibilities entrusted to us. We can be witnesses of Jesus forgiving love and repentance aside
from receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation regularly.

Let us clearly see where we are heading and who awaits us at the end of our journey. Let us not waste time, let us have a sense of direction
and purpose, eager to encounter the Lord in heaven. The ascension has tremendous implications in the life of the faithful. As disciples in the
community, we should allow the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit to clothe us with His power, so that we can effectively witness God's
message. When challenged, we should be able to face it with determination and sincerity. When burdened, we should strive to resolve it with
truth and be ready to give and to receive fraternal correction. We have the responsibility to alleviate the sufferings around us and do our bit
in helping to free the world of everything that keeps human beings from reaching their highest potential.

We should allow ourselves to be authentic witnesses of God's forgiving love and repentance. We are
called to be living witnesses to Christ, how we are renewed and become bearers of light to others,
showing them the mercy and love of Jesus manifested in us. This we can do, as Jesus tells us, ...
"you shall receive the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon you, and be witnesses to the ends of the
world". (Acts 1:8). Tonight's readings tell us, we are not to stand there gazing up to heaven awaiting
Jesus return. Instead we are to preach repentance and forgiveness of sins, to restore men and women
from a life of isolation and indifference to that of rebirth in Christ. That is our work tonight and
days to come to give witnesses and accomplish the work the ascended Jesus has entrusted to us.

Let me share a message from our brother during our Living Word Group that like the vision of the
2 men looking at the sky, let's not settle as spectators of Ascension because our own ascension
depends on what we do .We need to forgive and repent. Christian witnessing is an occasion for
purification and rebirth, it is a marvelous opportunity to continue to discover the newness of God's
presence in our lives, that we may indeed be transformed into new people with new hearts and spirit.

So let us put our trust in the Lord, confident of His presence in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Indeed. God is good.
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TITHES: $650
LOVE OFFERING: $372
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You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Thank you for
your generosity
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"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

and before you were born I consecrated you"
Jeremiah 1:5

“So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no /
one separate.” Matthew 19:6

Jhune & Beth Langomes ~ June 2 Renato Madarang May 30
Hector & Anna Zayas ‘\:? Rolly Pascua May 31
Chito & Aileen Ciocon Art Monta Jun 1
Jomar & Teena 01"‘ Connie Cipriaso Jun 2
Erlc & Tan June'5 Toto Lemon Jun 2
Lenny Palao Jun 5
Ernie Doropan Jun 5

Whe Are You Gonna GCall (er Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

Fealing Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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country are lkely to be
different, except for one thing:
the underlying challenge that
Christ left for Catholics: to
preach the Gospel, and for it
to be the same everynhere."

HIS WORDS, YOUR JOURNEY TOGETHER

"The Church is fully such
only mhen it truly listens,
nwhen it journeys as the
Nenw People of God in

its marvelous diversity,
continually rediscovering
baptismal call
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to contribute to the

spread of the Gospel and the Kingdom
of God."
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so that you may lead others not only i
but also in deed."
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was ever produced by the will of man, but men spok
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21

PROPHECIES

BRI.E D On behalf of Mark 10 and John 6 ministry,
SS we would like to take this opportunity to
MOTHER M ARY thank everyone for the wonderful

MAY CROWNING

REFLECTION O)
PRESENCE DUR
SUMMER VACATION

Summer is a time for family vacations
and this is the best time to reflect on God’s

presence and blessings upon our lives. . & e
We usually visit places of beauty « . S e K:», 3 \ ,\« A
wherein we are able to w1tne§§%l(§o s niiajes Ma%‘n“@u‘:i’g
senses come alive and are heightened. We become aware of
the sweet floral scent in the botanical garden and the distinct
smell of freshly cut grass. We hear the bird’s chirping. We
feel the cool wind on our neck. We hear and see the waves hit
the seashore. We can taste the salty air. These experiences are
mini transfigurations wherein we get a glimpse of heaven on
earth. Added to this experience is the relationship and
memories we build with our family and friends as we share in
the common bond of being awestruck by nature’s wonders.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us appreciate God’s ever-
presence in our lives during our next family vacation.

presentation of our May crowning event last
Friday led by our wonderful children. May
our Blessed Mother Mary continue to bless
and guide our children.

Special thanks to the parents for their
y assistance during the event. Most of all we
8 are grateful to all our beloved BLD
members for their prayers and support to
our ministry.

= We also would like to invite all children of
our community and their friends to join as
on our ongoing rosary making every Friday
worship. All rosaries made will be donated
to our community medical mission. For
more information please reach out to one of
our members.

Thank you all and God bless.
Mark 10 and John 6 ministry
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YOU ARE ALL INVITED!

ME 24

9/4/1/ © Rewnion

MAY 31, 2025 | SATURDAY | 10:30 am - 2:30 pm
St. Monica Church, Jackson NJ
Lunch will be served

SAVE THE DATE
We look forward to seeing you there!

Bukas Loob Sa Diyos
“Open In Spirit to God;
Diocese of Trenton

vites. gou G-
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“Life In The Spirit Seminar”

September 26 - 28, 2025
St. Mary’s School
538 Church St., Middletown Township, NJ 07748

Registration Deadline: August 24, 2025

s and free registration,
X rec (609-9534-2300)
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24th Anniversary

First Friday Mass
June 6, 2025 | 8:00 pm

St. Veronica Church
4215 Route 9 North,
Howell, NJ 07731

There will be fellowship after the Mass.

YOUTH MINISTRY
FUNDRAISING

1

Our youth ministry is holding a plant
fundraiser for the month of May to
support ou%upcoming YE activity. We

will be bringing the plants every Friday
for the month of May. We are praying
for everyone's support. Thank you for
your support, and God bless your
family. i

Grateful for yo generosity,I
Youth Minis't* b
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