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'And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13§

ALLOW US TO BECOME MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY OF GOD, THROUGH
THE BIRTH, LIFE, MINISTRY, DEATH, AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS

A few days ago, we celebrated Jesus Christ's birth. And in
the Nativity scene, we see Joseph, Mary and Jesus a picture
of the perfect Holy Family. And thus we celebrate the feast
of the Holy Family with our Theme; “We prepare for the
coming of our Saviour when we imitate the Holy Family in
their bond of unity and love for one another. “

In the First reading; (and most of the Sirach verse 3) it
directs how the children has to honor one’s father, and
revere one’s mother and even in the old age how one should
care, be considerate and be kind to one’s father and mother R
as it will be a like sin offering. And not just that, but by doing so, one’s prayer will be heard, one will store up riches,

e e 1T Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways

In the Second reading in Colossians, it directed us that to be God’s Holy and Beloved with love above all, we
should show to one another compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,bearing with one another
and forgiving one another and in the family is where it should start, showing the all of the above as fruits of
Christ’s love in us. It specifically calls out the wife and husband’s role in a marriage and how children should
obey their parents.

The Sunday readings really showed us what each role and directions we need take to be a husband, wife and children in a family.
I remember when I got married and probably most of us , we did not receive a manual or an orientation on how to be a godly
husband and wife. Most of us probably followed what we experienced from our parents , or what we see other couples do. Not
knowing that all we need to do, to do our role best in the family is the directions

from the readings during the Feast of the Holy Family. And by so doing, being THIS}S%h‘éi?aéXC’)?di‘nify)E}jeSEL
obedient to the directions of God, which THEME:

starts in the family, will bind each member We prepare for the coming of our Savior when we emulate
of the family with love, unity and peace in Christ , Mary in obeying the will of God.
PROMISE:
Blessed are You, LORD GOD, our LOViIlg Abba, “Blessed are you wﬁo beliet‘f’ed that what was spoken to you by
Through Your GOoDness, You have revealed g g7 ould befulilled ™ (Lk 1:45)
through Your Son, that You are a family of WORD:
g persons in the very essence of Who You are as !0 1:1-4/Ps97:1.2. 5.6, 11, 12/Jn 20:1, 2-8
{ xé : 8  GOD. You have allowed Your Son to be a part ORDER:

1 ili 1 iq 1. "Strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness
& e < £ o . 3 of a famllyand blCSSCCll all fapilies bej’”a;egour’é/od and Father at the comingl of oul;Lord
2 W e Incarnation within the family of Mary and Joseph. i vith ait his hoty ones.” (1 Thes 3:13)
s You have called all families to reflect Your love.
You remind us that each family is a “little A DL PN ,
- i . 4 i 1. Persevere in prayer, go to confession and receive Holy
church” or gathering of loving believers in You. Communion regularly.

Bless each of our families today' We ask this of 2. Be united as one community through our weekly worship

i . and word sharing.
You, Abba’ through Your Son in the unity of the 3. Do charitable works and share your blessings during this

Holy Spirit, our one and only GOD and “Family” ~ season of Joy.

forever and ever. Amen 4. Bring your children and the young generation close to
i : Jesus and Mary.
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You can now send your
December 20, 2024 | ighe and Love Offerings via
TITHE: T.B.D. Paypal. Donate link can be

LOVE OFFERING: T.B.D. foundat www.bldrenton.com
Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Thank you for
your generosity
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one flesh. Therefore nhat God

has joined together, let no one
separate." Matthew 9:6

Tony ¢ Mabel Bartocillo ﬁg‘% 21 Nest Navarro Dec 21
Bert ¢éB Cora Vele.  Dec 27 Sona David Dec 29
Bong ¢ WiieSaria '\ | Dec 28 Edna Tactaguin Dec 24
Ringo # Fe Odon " Dec 28 Rizal Mijares Dec 30
tte Fajardo.  Dec 29 Zooey Gonzalez Dec 3|

lalou Paderon Dec 29 Ernest Roldan Dec 3|
Ernesto & Elora Kho Dec 30 Emmanvett Nagbe Jdon |
Joel & Estela Bermvdo den |

Vic & Luey Mabunay &% Jan 2

|

Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Tess Corso  732-604-1914
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

ST. VERONICA CHURCH, HOWELL, NJ
Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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Holy Spirit, by the gentleness ond

meekness of God, by the kindness of
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&od, making room for him in my heart,
draning near to his forgiveness, to the
Eucharist?" And then: for which lonely
and needy people could | be a shadon
that restores, a friendship that
comforts? May Mary help us to be
open and welcoming to the presence
of God, nho With meekness comes to
save us.

HIS WORD. YOURJOURNEY TOGETHER.

Pope Francis

“Christmas day”

We all look forward to
this very special day, to
celebrate the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ.
With whatever
circumstances we are in
at this very moment of
our lives, let us all
continue to seek the light
of Christmas and
celebrate the season with
our hearts filled with
love, peace and joy.

Yes, at times, life gets F3
hard brmgmg sadness y
and pain. But just as the ' §
bright star shone down |

{ Being a family

over Bethlehem that o g
night, a beacon of lS tr“ly J OnyI,
HOPE will remain b . l
shining over our own
lives. For the birth of Ut lt a SO
Jesus came with the
promise that God is with demands a

us and for us and will
never abandon us, Great
is His faithfulness! Keep
believing! Keep the faith!
Keep celebrating
Christmas ..

giving of
ourselves in
loving service
of one another

dav after
Have a blessed
Christmas to all.

Maligayang Pasko!

CS/DCS
BLD Trenton

HAPRY BIRTHDAY JEW?

December 25 is the day Christians traditionally cblebrate the
anniversary of the birth of Jesus. The date makes sense in
connection with the Feast of the Annunciation on March 25.
At the Annunciation, the Angel of the Lord announced to
Mary—then thirteen-year-old—that God had chosen her to be
the mother of Jesus. In response, Mary said “Yes” in so
many words, saying, ‘l am the handmaid of the Lord. May it
be done unto me according to your word.” At that very
moment, the Holy Spirit came upon Mary, and she
immediately conceived the infant in her womb. If we count
exactly nine months from the feast of the Annunciation, Mary
would have given birth to a normal, healthy baby boy on
December 25.

We normally give birthday presents to somebody on their
birthday. What kind of gift do we want to give Jesus on his
birthday? No pressure. And we don’t have to spend money
on it. We could give him the gift of our time and our hearts by
going to Mass, reading the Bible, going to Adoration, being
kind to one another, obeying God’'s commands. By doing
those things, we are telling Jesus that we love him, and we
appreciate him. Those are some of the best ways to
celebrate his birthday.

Jesus does not need any birthday presents to be happy. He
is God. He is perfect and powerful. He is the one that gives
himself to us. He is the gift that keeps on giving. He is the
greatest gift we could ever receive. Jesus then becomes the
birthday celebrant that gives (rather than receives) gifts. He
gives himself to us as a gift. Jesus is the perfect gift that we
receive for Christmas each year and throughout our lives. As
mentioned earlier, we give him the gifts of our time, presence,
love, and gratitude in response to God’'s generous gift of
himself.

May God’s gift of himself and our response to his gift be the
source of our joy this season. Have a very Merry Christmas!
Maligayang Pasko ng Pagsilang ng Panginoon!

Fr. Mark Nillo
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