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"And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,

but the greatest of these is LOVE"  1 Corinthians 13:13

    THEME:
We receive God’s boundless love when our hearts are pure
and filled with goodness.

  PROMISE:
“They that are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish
in the courts of our God.”  Psalm 92:14

      WORD:
Sir 27:4-7/Ps 92:2, 3, 13-16/ 1Cor 15:54-58/
Lk 6:39-45

   ORDER:
“Be firm, steadfast, always devoted to the work of the Lord.”
(1Cor 15:58)

 DIRECTIONS:

1. Focus on God by spending time in prayer and by
meditating on His word.

2. Live your life according to His word and practice
self-control in all areas of your life.

3. Confess your sins to God and ask for forgiveness.
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Lord, it is good to give thanks to you

GOOD WORDS FLOW FROM A GENEROUS AND KIND HEART

is good enough to judge others. God sees the whole truth, and only Him can read the human heart. Nothing is hidden from God.
He knows the person’s real motive.  Hence, only Him has the ability, the right and the authority to judge us. There are times we
ourselves have the same faults or even greater as the one we are judging. We complain about what we suffer from others
without thinking about what they suffer from us. When we judge others we make reconciliation with them a difficult task.” If
you judge people, you have no time to love them ” – Mother St.  Theresa

Each one of us has had experiences of saying things we deeply regret later. In any of our relationships, we often say abominable
and hurtful things when there is a conflict or misunderstanding only to regret them later. At the height of our emotion, we are
often careless in saying things without understanding the impact it makes on others.  “ A gentle answer turns away wrath, but
hard words stir up anger.”  ( cf. Proverbs 15: 1) “ Kind words are like honey–sweet to the soul and healthy for the body .” (cf
proverbs 16:24). Therefore, practice mercy and forgiveness, and pray for God’s grace to get rid of all forms of hypocrisy in our
lives. Let us remember the warning of saints:  “ When you point one finger of accusation at another, three of your fingers point
at you. ”

Good words flow from a generous and kind heart.  A tree is known by its fruit and out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks. Sirach’s teaching in the first reading reminds us, when we’re feeling judgmental, to think before we speak because what
comes out of our mouth reveals our heart. At one time or another, we are all guilty of not being kind with words so today God
wants a change of heart to have a more positive attitude. Our words reveal what we have in mind and in our heart.

St. Paul advises the Corinthians “to be firm, steadfast, always fully devoted to the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord
your labor is not in vain. ” Instead of wasting time on useless and sinful conversations, which bring punishment, we have to be
compassionate to bring victory of Christ’ resurrection and eternal reward.

To be pure in heart means to be free from anything that defiles or corrupts our thoughts and motives. It involves having spiritual,
moral, and ethical integrity. It is something that we cannot achieve through our own efforts; rather, it is a work of the Holy Spirit
in our lives. It is a process of sanctification – the ongoing transformation of our character to become more like Christ. Pure heart
is an unwavering commitment to righteousness and holiness. They are filled with the virtues of honesty, integrity, humility, and
self-control. They seek obedience to God’s commands out of a desire to honor Him, not just to earn His favor. As Christians,
purity of heart is important because it enables us to have an intimate relationship with God. When our hearts are pure, we are
able to see God more clearly and experience His presence in our lives. It also affects the way we interact with one another. It
enables us to live a righteous and holy life which leads to forgiveness and unconditional love which is necessary for redemption
and salvation. We develop inner purity through prayer, meditation, devotion, self control, humility, and obedience to God.

Learning to humble ourselves in combination of self-criticism and fraternal
correction is a perfect recipe for becoming a good person. And, as the Gospel
says, “A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good…”
Goodness and holiness defies death. Important parts of our Christian Maturity
program are teachings aimed to help us be transformed as we are planted and
flourish in the house of the Lord as what tonight’s promise states. They are the
Christian speech, handling conflicts, fraternal correction and repairing wrong
doings. Changes will not happen overnight. We need the grace from God and
the working of the Holy Spirit to transform us. When we look at each other with
love through the eyes of Christ; then we will treat each other with compassion,
mercy and respect.

Today’s Gospel is the final portion of the Sermon on the Plain of St Luke. Jesus tells us of the
blind leading another blind man. We just have to picture two blind men walking together. Jesus is
referring to spiritual blindness in this parable. A spiritually blind person is someone who does not
recognize his sins and is in denial of his brokenness. He is not in any position to lead another
person because both of them will fall into a pit.  The Lord wants to deliver us from our sin and to
restore our sight. He wants to heal us of our blindness so that we will be able to see clearly.  If we
immerse ourselves in His words they  will illumine our mind and heart and they will shine with the
light of His truth and eventually see our God’s glory, splendor and holiness. A disciple should
emulate the teacher. We as children of God should behave and live like Jesus and should have a
heart like him.  Jesus condemns our careless, malicious and rash judgments about the behavior,
feelings, motives or actions of others. Let us look inwardly to examine ourselves before we speak.
A responsible person thinks before he speaks and he knows when to keep silent and when to talk.
We should be quick to listen and slow to speak.  We should not judge because no one except God

GOD heal us of our
spiritual blindness



The Lord 's
Provision

February 21, 2025

Thank you for
your generosity

TITHE:  $770
LOVE OFFERING:   $315

Online  Giving
You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at  www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit       Beth Felibrico  732-995-7407
For Prayer Service   Mary Anne Arias  732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request To:
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

God 's   Blessings
Annivesary Birthday

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you"

Jeremiah 1:5

"So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no
one separate."  Matthew 19:6

Healing  Mass
1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Praise and Worship
2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th)  Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21

HIS WORD. YOUR JOURNEY. TOGETHER.

Did you know?

’

Nona Alquiros Feb 28
Drin Aparicio    Feb 2
Nilda Araga Mar 3
Rolly Salomia Mar 6

Renato & Elena Madarang Mar 1
Eric & Luz Mecenas   Mar 4

The Gospel today has three parts:  1) an analogy speaking
about the need for an “insightful” teacher rather than a mere
fellow, blind traveler along the road of faith; 2) a challenge to
examine one’s one life before criticizing others (using the
analog of a person with a plank of wood in her/his eyes, trying
to remove a splinter from another person’s eye); and 3) a
reminder that we can only produce GOoD fruit if we act out of
the GOoDness of our whole being.  Jesus is challenging His
disciples (past and present) to strive to be GOoD by reflecting
on their lives and seeing how they can improve and bear the
GOoDness that GOD has given them.

What strikes me in today’s readings is the need to consciously
look at our relationship with the Lord Jesus and His
Abba-Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit.  As we do that, we
need to focus on what GOoD gifts GOD has bestowed on us
and how we have used those gifts for not only our betterment,
but also for the betterment of others.  That takes work,
diligently searching our own lives.

Too many people speak and act without contemplating how
their words and behavior affect others.  Or, if they do think
about what they say and do, they don’t realize that they are
motivated by selfish pursuits and interests rather than seeking
to assist others by lovingly serving them.  Faith in action takes
a consciousness on our part.  We must be aware of how GOD
has blessed us.  Then we must use those blessings to edify and
build up others so they can realize the love that GOD has for
them.  Yet so often we act and speak out of foolish ways, rather
than wisely looking to where our heart is and correcting any
errors in our approach to living out our faith.

The personal question/action for today:  Do I sometimes speak
without taking the time to reflect on my motives?  Are my
words and actions in reference to
others motivated by selfish desires
or truly loving concern for their
edification?  What further steps
should I take to examine my words
and actions and see if they are
producing GOoD fruit?  What can
I do to enrich the life and growth
of others this week?

WHAT DO YOU PRODUCE?
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1. March 1st- Witness Development Workshop at St
Veronica Parish Hall (10AM – 4PM)

2. Marriage Encounter 24 - March 21-23 at the Ave
Maria
Retreat House. The deadline for submitting
registration
form is March 7 th . Aggressively follow up your
potential candidates. Minimum of 6 couples are
required to go forward with the Encounter.

Contact persons:
Hombrebueno and Juarez

Please be guided by the following change in venue for the
first six Fridays of Lent. On April 25th, we will be back in
St Veronica.

March 7, 14, 21, & 28, 2025 - St Monica Roman Catholic Church
679 W Veterans Highway
Jackson Township, NJ 08527
* Please feel free to join the Parish Stations of the Cross
from 7-7:45p

April 4, 2025 - YLSS Invocation Mass
St Mary School (Euphemia Hall)
538 Church Street
Middletown, NJ 07748

April 11, 2025 - St Monica Church
* Please feel free to join the Parish Stations of the Cross
from 7-7:45p

April 18, 2025, Good Friday - NO BLD
We encourage everyone to participate in the services of
your parish church.

April 25, 2025, Friday after Easter - Back in St Veronica
Church

LENT SCHEDULE


