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""And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love, but the greatest of these is Love'" 1 Corinthians 13:13

Trust and Obedience

My brothers and sisters in Christ, | ask that you please remember two words from tonight's praise

~ and worship, Trust and Obedience. Trust in our Father's divine providence in our lives, that we need
~ not worry about tomorrow because He will always provide and stand by us. The readings from Isaiah
' and the Book of Psalms, are declarations and testaments of His ever-present help that sustains us
through this life. Obedience, obedience to His will, to follow His example and to live our lives through
His will and not ours. The warning from the Gospel of Mark reminds us that holding on to our lives
only leads to destruction. We all need to deny ourselves, deny our inclination to sin and selfish

- desires. The second reading from St. James pulls together all these readings with his call to show
our faith through works, works for His glory and His alone.

We are all familiar with the parable of the young Jewish man who asked Jesus what he needed to
do to be saved. Our Lord's response is to give up all your possessions and give them to the poor.

My brothers and sisters, our Lord did not mean for us to take on a monastic life of poverty. Our Lord is asking that we stop prioritizing the
world and to give Him the proper level of importance. Nothing else should be more important than our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

But, why is it so hard to follow our Lord and Savior? Why is it so hard to deny ourselves and to carry
our crosses? Attachments, yes attachments to this world, we need more, more money, more comforts,
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more food, more of you know what and more of everything that is not of God. All these attachments are |

what's keeping us from following our Savior's orders of denying ourselves, to carry our cross to follow
Him. But why is it so hard for us to totally trust in our Lord and obey His instructions? You want to know = st i) =
why, it's because we love ourselves more than our love for our risen Lord, Jesus Christ. Unless we put God above

our own needs, then we can never trust His will in our lives. Has He ever failed us, has anyone here
been forsaken by our good Lord? The simple answer my brothers and sisters is us, we get in the
way of His will and we are the reason why we don't trust and can't obey.

| recently found this YouTube video of Bishop Baron talking about attachments, he describes the

approach of St. Ignatius when preparing for his spiritual retreats and it's called “agere contra”, which
means to act against. Act against our attachments, tendencies to sin or selfish impulses. We are s

shackled by these attachments that prevent us from moving forward, from moving towards our true

calling of serving God and the poor. Think of a bent piece of plastic, to straighten this we will need |

to bend it back to the opposite side. These opposing forces will straighten the plastic and this is
very much like us. The world and our faith will always be in this tug-of-war for our souls, the lures of
the world will always be there and it's our choice, our choice to follow the world or our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. In the Gospel reading, our Savior had a choice when He was proclaimed the
Messiah by Peter. He could have taken the worldly definition of a Messiah, heralded, exalted and
celebrated by the Jews, instead, He chose His destiny to die on the cross, a very different Messiah
from our earthly understanding. Today, we have the same choice, do we choose the world and
everything fleeting or do we choose the everlasting, the water that quenches us eternally? Our
attachments are what's holding us back, the comfortable life that can be lost without warning. The
lures of recognition, our egos, the flesh and all that is fleeting, things in our lives that will never satisfy.

We all lament the current state of our church, empty pews, the young have stopped coming to
church, and the current congregation is getting old and weak. But we cannot seem to be bothered
to do anything about it, I'm too busy, my calendar is fully booked, and so on and so forth, all the
excuses for avoiding working in our Father's vineyard. We all have a hard time denying ourselves

) Show your faith through acts of charity and spiritual works of mercy {
and can not seem to put other people's needs ahead of ours. Deny our selfish %
tendencies, deny our egos and deny our flesh, it is our choice brothers and sisters in |~ e~ \
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“Jesus died for all us publicly, let us not practice our faith in private”
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j 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

THEME:
We open our hearts to God's holy presence when we follow Jesus im es
faith and by good work

¢ PROMISE:

\ "Whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it

”Mk 8:35B
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! WORD: 4
15503 9a/Ps 116: 1-2, 3-4,5-6, 8-9 / Jas 2:14-18 / Mk 8:27-35
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ORDER:
"Deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me." (Mk 8:34)
“Walk before the Lord” (Psalm 116: 9)
“Demonstrate your faith through works” (Jas 2:18)
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DIRECTIONS:
Prioritize our marginalized brothers and sisters over our own needs
Conduct ourselves in a manner acceptable to the Lord
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The Yoed's
September 6, 2024
TITHE: $825.00
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You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be

j Pecr| Labitoria-Catarata  Sept 13

0 i Derek Dela Cruz Sept 15

LOVE OFFERING: $284.00 found at www.bldrenton.com # pphadte = 2opt 1o
T _ Cesar Agustin Sept 16

. Archie Arigorat Sept 16

Or mail check to: Luml Esmalla Sept: 16

: Peter McNa Sept 17

BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc. : cor! %uqfue s Sopt 15

£ Alan San Rafael Sept &

Thank you fOf T pg BOXI\llf?)Zg7 54 g i?:s%c?gztthews zgz :Z
i oms R1ver, TJ Son Miguel Sept 1

S UL gener081ty i Arlene Rc?ldan seit 19
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‘Before | formed you in the womb |
knen you, and beForo you were born |

cﬂwsecmwd you" Jeremioh |:5

Elena Madarang Sept 13

‘So they are no longer two, but

one flesh. Therefore nhat God

has joined together, let no one
separate." Matthew 9:6
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Whe Are You Gonna GCall (er Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request Tos
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Fealing Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

) man or woman who lives in
vanltg, greed or in arrogance ond at
the same time believes and shows him or
herself as being religious and even goes
so far as to condemn others, is a
f‘ & 9’ hypocrite. Let us make an examination of

é& conscience to see how we embrace the
Word of God. On Sunday ne listen to It at
7 Mass. If we listen to it in a distracted or
superficial way, it will not be of much use.
Instead, we must wWelcome the Word with
open minds and hearts, as good soll, in a
way that 1t may be assimilated and may
bear fruit in real life."

HIS WORD. YOURJOURNEY TOGETHER.

"Brothers and sisters, God is like this: he
does not 'rest easy" It we stray from him, he
i grieved, he trembles in his Innermost
being; and he sets out to look for us, until he
takes vs back into his arms. The Lord does
not calculate losses and risks. He has the
heart of a father and a mother, and suffers
for the lack of his beloved children."

Did youna:

|

Pope Francis

Prayer with Faith, Trust and Obedience:
Lord Jesus, we are grateful to You for strengthening our faith.
We truly honor and bless You as the Beloved Son of the Father
who gifted us with perfect love and abundant life. As we follow
You, give us the grace to be more sacrificing for the needs of
others, instead of prioritizing our comforts and attachments.

Help us to increase our faith in You most especially in troubled
times, trials and adversities. For we believe, Lord, that as we
surrender our life to You, we will find and save it. Amen.

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths."”
Proverbs 3:5-6

Faith in Action

live a life that

May the Lord Jesus continue to strengthen you in falth so that you
proclaims the good news to others.

What is faith? Faith is much more than list of beliefs. Faith implies living out what
one believes. It involves action and reflection. One of the modern examples of faith
is Saint (Mother) Teresa of Calcutta. She had a faith that was deep. She did not
always “feel” the faith she had in the Lord Jesus, but she acted upon her faith. She
reached out to the poor, lowly, and disabled, and she was willing to get involved in
their lives, all because of what she believed about her Lord Jesus. She modeled her
life of service on Jesus’ earthly ministry. She loved others because that is what she
saw was how her GOD acted — in love. She put her faith into action.

Faith in action is love, and love in
action is service. By transforming
that faith into living acts of love, we

put ourselves in contact with God
Himself, with Jesus our Lord.

The challenged feelings flow from the realization that being a chosen disciple of the
Lord Jesus is not merely a matter of saying I believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of GOD, the Savior. My faith must be put into action. I must be willing to walk in
the path of my Master-Teacher — by reaching out to others — even if I will be ridiculed
and possibly persecuted for my allegiance to my Master-Teacher. I realize that if
some have treated my Master-Teacher with scorn, verbal abuse, and even physical
abuse, I can expect some of the same. [ must, however, step out with faith.

My hopeful feeling parallels that psalmist and Isaiah today. I realize that even though
I have been, am now, or will be going through rough times because of my willingness
to be active in living out my faith, the Lord Jesus is with me to strengthen me and
assist me. In going back to the image of person assisting the individual stuck in the
cesspool, | am reminded that it will do no GOoD for the rescuer to merely jump into
the stinky pool without having a way of drawing the individual out and getting out
also. The rescuer must have something on which (on Whom) to grab in order to pull
the stuck individual out. That onto which (Whom) the rescuer must hold is the Lord
Jesus. Jesus is the source of strength and means of escape from that which weighs
down the stuck individual and the rescuer. And the Savior is always willing to be
there.

The life of a disciple of the Lord Jesus demands acknowledgment of Who Jesus is,
just as Peter did in the Gospel. But the statement of faith must be put into action, as
James reminds us. It involves being willing to get down and get dirty in the process
of assisting in the rescuing of others who have sunk into the cesspools of life. We
cannot do it alone. It is only with the help of the Master-Teacher and our willingness
to hold on tight to His hand that we can reach out to help others and draw them to
safety. May we be able to go through the challenging times of our lives and faithfully
say with the psalmist today, “I will walk before the LORD in the land of the living.”
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Community Night 2024

OCTOBER 5,2024 | SATURDAY | 6pm - 10 pm
Clarion Hotel & Conference Center
815 Route 37 West, Tams River NJ 08755
ATTIRE: FORMAL
RSVP BY September 27, 2024
Cocktails 6:00 pm | Dinner Buffet 7:00 pm

TICKETS: 13 y/o & above ($50) | children 4-12 25) | Below 4 y/o Free
CONTACT PERSONS
Toy and Malen Juarez (609) 964-2300 | Ricky an issa Gomez(848) 333 6

September 26, 2024

Mass at 94:30 AM: St Mary's Cathedral in Trenton
folloned by March for Life at IIAM

October 6, 2024 (2 pm)

BLD Trenton will support the Bishop's Wedding
Anniversary Mass to be held at St Robert Bellarmine.
Registration for those celebrating their 25th and
50th anniversaries log into the Diocese of Trenton

December 7, 2024

Procession of the Lady of Guadelwpe in Lakenood.
We are invited to have a float for the procession

December 13, 2024 (7 pm)

Bukas Loob Sa Diyos
(Open In Spirit to God)
Diocese of Trenton

uriles vou v

“Life In The Spirit Seminar”

October 25-27, 2024
St. Catharine School Gymnasium,
301 Second Avenue, Spring Lake NJ 07762

For all i
ct: Leo and Carmela

Community

HE
|

Saturday, Septembe

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Saint Ambrose Gymnasium Get FREE
81 Throckmorton Ln Screenings &

Old Bridge, NJ 08857 Information

Come to our Community Health Fair
and find out information regarding
your health state,

For more information contact:
Ted Diaz (732) 277-0649

Cora Santarina (917) 548-1425
Maricar Estiler (732) 857-4581
Malou Paderon (732) 910-9062

BLD Trenton Christmas Party will be at St Robert
Bellarmine 61 Georgia Road, Freehold, NJ

1. After His resurrection, what did Jesus
say His followers would be able to drink?
a. Juice

b. Milk

c. Water

d. Poison
2. In the Gospel of John, who anointed
Jesus' feet with spikenard, an expensive
ointment?

a. Mary Magdalene

b. Mary, mother of Jesus

c. Mary, sister of Lazarus

d. Mary, a nurse

3. In the Gospel of Luke, where was Jesus
when a sinful woman poured an alabaster
jar of perfume on His head?

a. At the home of Simon the Pharisee

b. At Peter's house

c. Atthe home of John and James

d. In Bethlehem
4. What wicked ruler ordered the infant
boys of Bethlehem to be slaughtered?

a. Pharaoh

b. Saul

c. Archelaus

d. Herod
5. Who was with Jesus at the
transfiguration?

a. Matthew
b. John
c. Mark
d. Luke
6. Who healed Aeneas, a paralytic?
a. Paul
b. Stephen
c. Peter
d. Jesus
7. Who brought Greeks to Jesus?
a. Andrew
b. James
c. Thaddeus
d. Matthew
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