THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

12th Week of the Ordinary Time

THEME:
The Holy Spirit empowers us to proclaim that Jesus is our Lord
and Savior.

PROMISE:
“...The crown of righteousness awaits me, which the Lord will
award me on that day.” (2 Tim 4:8)

WORD:
Ac 12:1-11/ Ps 34: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 2 Tim 4:6-8, 17-18/
Mt 16:13-19

ORDER:
1 “get up quickly...follow Me.” (Acts 12: 7, 8)
2. “glorify the Lord...” (Ps 34: 4)
3. “...build my Church...” (Mt 16: 18)

DIRECTIONS:
1. Trust in Jesus. Commit to a life that honors his
teachings and example.
2. Go in peace. Glorify the Lord with joyful and
virtuous lives.
3. Evangelize: Model Christ through your ministry
works. Share your time, talents and treasure to build His
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""And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13

Community News
WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?

http://bldtrenton.com

Why does Jesus ask this question? Jesus asks not for his sake but for our sake.
He wants our confession about who we are in relation to him. He knows that
we know who Jesus is but who have we become in his life? It is one thing to
say, the kingdom of God is here, but is that kingdom in us? The basis of our
response tells us where we are in our faith journey, what our fervor is in our
commitment to our life’s mission, how we love and how we serve God and
our fellow men. We may not be ready, or we may be unwilling to commit to
Christ because we are afraid of what we are now or who Christ may want us
to become. Christ patiently waits for us. And when we are ready to claim our
appointed place in the life of Christ, then we must always be ready to give an

The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him.

explanation to anyone who asks for the reason for our hope. (1 Pt 3: 15b) It is important to be certain of our commitment to Christ, for
in faith, there is no other place to go. “To whom shall we go? You have the words to everlasting life.” (John 6: 68) There is no turning
back from God. But we must understand as mortals that the future and its hidden things belong to the Lord. We act only on what we
know and what is revealed to us. The evil of the world may attempt to deflect us from our God-centered path but in the end the divine
design and our conformity to it will prevail. God is always fair, faithful and just. God’s plan always triumphs. God is always in control.

To answer this pivotal question, we must look inward and examine the depths of our faith, asking ourselves if our actions align with the
truth we profess. Do we live as witnesses to the light of Christ, embracing his teachings with humility and courage? Our declaration of
who Jesus is must not only reside on our lips but emanate vividly through our lives, as a testament to the transformative power of His
presence within us. For it is through our words, deeds, and unwavering hope that the world may see His glory and be drawn closer to
His grace. “Who do you say that [ am?” Peter proclaimed our answer, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

A MAN CALLED PETER

Peter’s original name is as written in Matthew 16: 15, “Simon, son of Jonah.” In Hebrew, it is Simon Var-Jonah. The term “var” is
Aramaic for son. The name Peter comes from when Jesus called him “Kephas” or “Cephas” a Greek transliteration of “kepha” the
Aramaic word for rock. Jonah is a literal statement that the name of Peter’s father is Jonah. It is also a metaphorical allusion to Jonah,
the prophet who was in the belly of a whale for three days, a prefigure of Christ who was in the tomb for three days. Jonah in Hebrew
also means “dove.” It alludes to the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan, when the heavens opened, when the S ii m on
Jesus like a dove, and the voice of God said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” = i CLTTE

Jesus thinks of Peter as a spiritual son. PETER & PAUL
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We too are God’s spiritual children. The very same Holy Spirit on the Jordan has empowered Peter to
proclaim that Jesus is Christ, the Son of the living God. The very same Spirit resides within us. After
Peter’s proclamation, he received the keys to the kingdom of heaven from Jesus. To Peter, Jesus

said, “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.” At baptism, we became priests, prophets and kings in the mystical body of Christ.
If we fail our Christian values, we may lose the key that unlocks the door of our unrepentant heart.
We become earthly bound and heavenly unbound. The power ‘to bind and loose’ is also ours in some
ways. We ‘bind’ others when we fail to share God’s word and the truth with them, so they remain in
darkness and ignorance. We ‘loose’ them by the example and the model of Christ that they learn and
witness from us. We may be their only chance to encounter the good news of Jesus Christ. Therefore,
we must be faithful to the truth, the way and the life of Jesus. We must be unmoored from earthly
desires and remain anchored to the rock of Christ. We must strive to die to self and live in Christ.
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