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'And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,
but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13

Advent is the season of preparation and vigilance for the coming of Christ

We are now in the season of Advent. Advent means coming. As Catholic Christians, we are

qévl WEEK 1 @ DL mindful of the three “comings” of Jesus in our lives. His first coming which we celebrate on

g s Christmas day, was His birth in Bethlehem more than 2000 years ago. His second coming is at

lesusis coming A IEEZITl the end of time for the final judgment. And His third coming is in the present, in our day-to-day

e ' (e life. His “third coming” actually prepares us for His final coming as we see in our readings for
- ' : ‘ B the Advent season.

Our Community Word reminds us that Advent is the season of preparation and vigilance for the
coming of Christ. Advent is the most opportune time given to us to reflect about the moral state

Bl verse | b CACl of our life, to repent and confess our wrongdoings, to make amends of our ways to transform
uke 2: T & Luke 2:11 . . .

i, e R our life, to pray and to reach out to the poor. It is a time to celebrate God’s love because He
e LA cave us His greatest gift — our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

i

a OJV';I“E’E K3 AN m“ To prepare for the coming of our Lord on the last day, St. Paul counsels us. “Strengthen your
hearts, to be blameless in holiness before our God and Father...” (1 Thes 3:13). Everything that
we are and what we receive is because of the grace of God. The Lord is directing us to be righteous and holy before Him, to honor and glorify Him with our
sanctified life, devoid of worldly attachments, desires and pleasures. We are asked to know and serve His Son, Jesus, with humility and joy, to be grateful for
his gift of salvation and for all blessings through the gifts and fruit of the Spirit. We are reminded to act and live in faith, always asking the Lord to fill our
hearts with His goodness, love, joy and peace. Advent brings us to a time of reflection about our readiness and vigilance for the coming of Jesus Christ
through our weekly scripture readings.

For the 1st Sunday of Advent, our theme is — We prepare for the coming of our Savior when we pray constantly and conduct our lives pleasing to God. To be
spiritually prepared is to anchor ourselves in a life of prayer. It would be difficult to walk in faith, hope and love without prayer. It would be a struggle to live

in holiness and please God if we do not establish a prayerful relationship with Him. Prayer keeps our mind and heart focus to the Lord and thus, we receive

His grace to become strong in our spiritual life. With this kind of life, we can be assured of this promise: “All paths of the Lord are kindness and constancy
toward those who keep his covenant and his decrees.” (Ps 25:10)

For the 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, our theme is — We prepare for the coming of our Savior when we sincerely repent and seek forgiveness of sins. The
words of John the Baptist tells us to “prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths,” calling —
us to repentance for the forgiveness of sins. In the same way, St. Paul exhorts us to “be pure and THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL™
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness.” Repentance is the ey l;ggﬁgary Tmf AN
deliberate turning away from sin and turning to God for His forgiveness, healing and strength to do prepare for thglcoming of our Savior when we iJray L@ty and
what is good and reject what is wrong. This is the way that leads us to the Lord’s promise, conduct our lives pleasing to God.

“The winding roads shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see 1 sl e & I;ROMJS]; "ﬁ y
L » Sh. “All paths of the Lord are kindness and co stancy fowar
the salvation of God.” (Lk 3:5b-6) those who keep his covenant and his decrees.” (Ps 25:10)

&

For the 3rd Sunday of Advent, our theme is — We prepare for the coming of our Savior when e, WORD:
we share the good news of justice and righteousness. Jesus calls us to “bring glad tidings to the Jer 33:14-16/ Ps 25: 4:5,89,10, 14/ 1 Thes 34242/ Lk
poor.” John the Baptist preached the good news to restore justice and righteousness to the 21.25-28% 058 Wt ORDER:
people of Goq. When there is kindness to all, the Lord is near, as expressed. in this Promise, 1. "Strengthen yoiim ,,egm 10 be blameless in holiness
“...He will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in his love, he will sing joyfully before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord
because of you.” (Zep 3:17b) Jesus with all his holy ones." (1 Thes 3:13)
)

) J : DIRECTIONS: /"
For the 4th Sunday of Advent, our theme is — We prepare for the coming of our Savior when | Pefsevere in prayer, go to confession and réceive Holy
we emulate Mary in obeying the will of God. ‘Lord, I come to do your will.” This should be _Communion regularly. ‘s
our prayer as we prepare for Jesus’ coming. Mary is called blessed through all generations 2 edum‘eg a; one community through 011? Weekg’ worship

and-word s armg YA I

because she fullly and humbly obeyed God s plan of salvation. lee‘Mar.y, may we always 3. Db gharitable works 4nd share your ble Ssm&s i his
respond, “May it be done to me according to your word” and share in this promise, “Blessed season,of Joy. F i
are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled,” (Lk 1:45). 4. Bring your children and the young generation elose to

Here God lives among his people Tests angigele
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'Before | formed you in the Womb |

knen yov, and bef ore you nere born |
consecrated you" Jeremiah |:5

You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be

‘So they are no longer two, but

one flesh. Therefore nhat God

has joined together, let no one
separate." Matthew 9:6

! Anne Rhea Bell Nov 30
LOVE OFFERING: $300.00| found at www.bldrenton.com | Mamy ¢ Florerce Acost f‘ et e Now 56
T e Mi I&Salaa \ Andy Mantes Nov 30

. Charisse Bacalso Dec 2

Or mail check to: Jr‘ Agnes Raymundo Dec 2

BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc. G e

1 Rica Torralba Dec 3

Thank you for P.O. Box 1367 i & Torralba Dec 3

. 1 Jerry Subang Dec 5

your generosity Toms River, NJ 08754 .
Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)? In Christ Jesus,

For Mama Mary's Visit Tess Corso  732-604-1914

4 ' we welcome you all to join us every Friday
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

ST. VERONICA CHURCH, HOWELL, NJ
Mass Praise and Worship

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m. 2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

Send Prayer Request Tos
WWW. bldtrenton.com/ intercessory

THANKSGIVING MESSAGE'

To our Beloved Brothers and Sisters in BLD-Trenton,

.(!)tdyauﬁnaw? "The Lomluus us that in the desert he

Will pour forth water on the thirsty land; he

P will cavse the children of his people to N
(s flovrish like grass and luxuriant willows. Ne ;
« =) know that this prophecy was fulfilled in the Peace......
i é{,‘t} / outpouring of the Holy Spirlt at Pentecost. With this letter comes our sincerest prayers for a Blessed
/ ! Bt we also see it fulfilled nherever the Thanksgiving Holiday to all of you. Thanksgiving is traditionally a
P Gospel s preached ond litty) peoples time of year when we gather with family and friends in sincere
lzhecorze Tmzmbers of @Iods thfim'::-;l’ the gratitude for God’s abundant blessings in our lives. Being thankful is
ko SN, AR roloicopa e what God wants from us because everything we have in life is a

fulfilled in this land. Through the preaching
of the Gospel, you too became port of

grace. “All good giving and every perfect gift is from above” (James
1:17a). Developing a spirit of gratitude is integral to a faithful and

the great Christian Family."
URJOURNEY. TOGETHER.

fruitful Christian life. It is woven into everything we are and
everything we do. When we are grateful, we are also humble because
we recognize that we are empty-handed before God.

HIS WORD. Pope Francis
"Be vigilent»: vigilonce. Let vs focus
on this important aspect of the "And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have

Christion life. From the wWords of anything against anyone, so that your Father also who

g::rl‘i&ey;: sebe ethitl ;}?"az’;e ': Oi'edgg is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”
' Mark 11:25

distracted, that s, stay awakel
Vigilance means this: not to allon our
hearts to become lazy or our spiritual
life to soften Into mediocrity. Be
careful because wne can become
«leepy Christians»"

Historically speaking, the Thanksgiving
holiday is celebrated at the end of the
growing season. But the yield at harvest
is always unpredictable, just as our
life’s trials. Thankfully, our faith
assures us that when challenges abound, God’s grace abounds
A THRE e all the more. Together, in faith and prayer, we accept whatever
b ¢ comes our way and express gratitude for all the blessings given
SOMETHING ‘ A to us by God. This is beautifully expressed in scripture which
w o pll b reads, “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with all my heart, for
you have heard my prayers.”

As Catholics, we encourage you during this Thanksgiving

W [ £} holiday to find some personal time in prayer with our Lord. Let
LAST EEK'S I us not just thank Him for what he has given us, but let us thank
PROPHECIES Him for who He is. The purpose of all of these earthly

blessings is not that we become infatuated with the gift as an
end to itself, but rather, to draw our eyes up to the Giver. He
gave us His Son to save us from our sins.

"You proclaim with your mouth that |
am King; spread that proclamation
to all My creatures and to the
ends of the earth." [

i We have so much to be thankful for.
We thank God for his abiding grace
and for the friendship of Jesus. It is
. our joy to wish you all a Happy

1 Thanksgiving!!! God bless us all.
Love & Prayers give thanks
'4 from your CS and DCS-Trenton. with grateful
X hearts.
"For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of "_0 give.thanks unto {he Lord, om
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried for He is good; Jor his mercy | -
along by the Holy Spirit" 2 Peter 1:21 endureth forever” Psalm 107 £
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SINGLES
ENCOUNTER
RETREAT
WEEKEND
%

This Encounter is a transformative.
weekend where you can dive into s If-
discovery and connect with othens

meaningful way.
Enjoy fun activities, great food, and the chance to bu
friendships while exploring your relationship with God.

This retreat is about strengthening your faith and reflecting
on your journey to cultivate a sense of peace.

1/3/2025-1/5/2025

g BUKAS LOOB SA DIYOS
LR Lo e
Siotets r tEnTon
.
An Suvitation o
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
MARCH 21 - 23, 2025

o
The National Shrine of Our Lacy of Czestochowa

854 Ferry Foad Doylestown, PA 18901

Registration Foo: §250.00 per couple
for Meals and Accommodation
Frday 6/50 pm - Sunday 4:00 pm

rolationship with
ven deeper

For registration and all inquiries, contact: e
(il ‘approciation for their own vocation.

wieiLani Hombrebueno (732) 801 - 8740
Danlsan Caterata (732) 267 - 3434 | Toy/Malen Juarez (809) 954-2300

REGISTRATION

n the Catholic

i us!

December 7, 2024

Procession of the Lady of Guadelupe in Lakenood.
We are invited to have a float for the procession

December 13, 2024 (7 pm)

BLD Trenton Christmas Party will be at St Robert
Bellarmine &6l Georgia Road, Freehold, NJ

g

AR

plebees

SHORT STACIKS rora

TALL CAUSE

You're invited to a Flapjack Fundraiser breakfast to support
BLD TRENTON
SINGLES MINISTRY

APPLEBEE'S® LOCATION:
Ocean County Mall, 1201 Hooper
Ave
Toms River, New Jersey 08753

TICKETS: $13.00
DATE & TIME:
Saturday, November 30th, 2024

8am-10am

CONTACT: 7326048637
ChristianBenDizon@gmail.com

To host a Flapjack

your organization,

requests.

Meal includes: Pancakes,
organization to purchase

scrambled eggs and a beverage (coffee, juice, soda
yeris only iendocfor dvenisng purpases. Tcket va o pancake ovent
nmy ‘Applebee's® menu ftems are not included as part of purchase.

Fiating -Communityat Dohertyine.com.

tea) Please contact

MASS BEGINS @ 7PM

ST. ROBERT BELLARMINE

61 GEORGIA RD.
DECEMBER FREEHOLD, NJ 07728

THEME: WINTER WONDER LAND
ATTIRE: CASUAL CHRISTMAS

JOIN US FOR FOOD, FUN. FELLOWSHIP,
AND A PAROL CONTEST!

lovingly sponsored by singles & solo parents

w

BLD TRENTON t

CHRISTMAS PARTY CONTEST

oL Des,
9‘9’ S

0"'Pﬁﬂ‘°

December 13, 2024

e PAROL MUST BE A STAR

e ~] METER IN HEIGHT

* ALL PAROLS DUE TO BE
DISPLAYED BEFORE MASS

* MUST BE HANDMADE

)¢
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