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THEME: We store 

heavenly 
treasure when we 
guard against 
idolatry and 
worldly 
attachments.  

 
PROMISE: “When 

Christ your life 
appears, then you 
too will appear 
with Him in 
glory.” (Col 3:4) 

 
WORD: - Ecc 1:2; 

2:21-23/ Ps 90:3-
6, 12-14, 14/ Col 
3:1-5, 9-11/ Lk 
12:13-21 

 
ORDER: 
 “Think of what 

is above, not of 
what is on 
earth.” (Col 3:2) 

 “Put to death, 
then, the parts 
of you that are 
earthly.” (Col 
3:5) 

 
DIRECTIONS 
 Stop lying to 

one another. 
 Take care to 

guard against 
all greed. 

 Be humble in 
serving. 
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Community News 
REFLECTION: God 
has reminded us in the 
Gospel of Luke 12:13-
21 to take care and be 
on guard against all 
greed and vanity. What 
is greed? Greed is 
when you excessively 
desire something more 
of what you have, what 
you are capable of, and 
especially what you 
think you deserve. For me, greed is not just 
material things, but it can be greed for at-
tention, time, love, approval, and power. 
When we define the problem, we look for 
the source and manifestation of it. The 
deeper issue is not about the quantity, but 
it is the condition of our hearts. Greed is a 
manifestation of emptiness and deficit. It is 
not much about what we can have, but it's 
about "what else I don't have, or how can I 
get more." When we believe that we don't 
have enough or we are deficient, when we 
lose faith in ourselves, when we think we 
are not enough, then we get greedy. We 
tend to use things or people to fill the emp-
tiness inside us and to cover the holes in our 
lives. We often ponder and tell ourselves, “If 
I have more money, we can have a better 
future, and our children will be secured, but 
when we think about it, the real issue is we 
are afraid of uncertainty in life.  
 On the other hand, vanity is not a reflec-

tion of beauty. It is a 
reflection of a supreme 
degree of emptiness and 
desire for more material 
things, acceptance, at-
tention, and recognition. 
 The material things 
we possess are not the 
basis of our productivity 
in life. The position or 
title we hold is not the 
basis of our success. We 

all received blessings from God, but how did 
we utilize them? The gospel made me real-
ize that we enjoy God's blessings in differ-
ent ways. We are maximizing the joy in the 
way we make our resources or money help-
ful and meaningful. Whatever we do with 
our resources or financial blessings repre-
sents our values and priorities in life. Our 
culture affects how we live our priorities in 
life. Money is not always the root of evil. It 
could also be an instrument of God's bless-
ings to others. We can spend it on building 
memories with our families if we value our 
family. Money can be used for charity if you 
value kindness and generosity. We can also 
spend it on luxury and self-comfort, while 
others utilize the money to gain power or 
earn popularity. How we spend these treas-
ures reflects what we value in our lives. As 
followers of Christ, we share not only our 
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Putting To Death Greed and Vanity 

 In his April 24, 2013 weekly general audience, Pope Francis discussed his 
thoughts on this matter, drawing insights from the parables of the ten virgins, of 
the talents, and of the sheep and the goats, as told in the gospel of  Matthew.  
 The Pope said that the intermediate time between the First and the Final 
Coming of Christ is the very time we are living.  It is a time of watchfulness 

where we should get ready for the encounter with Jesus, "to see the signs of his presence, keep-
ing our faith alive with prayer, with the sacraments, and taking care not to fall asleep so as to 
not forget about God." Like the five virgins who did not run out of oil while waiting for the bridegroom, "we must 
keep alight the lamps of faith, hope and charity."  According to the Pope, "we are in the time of action — the time in 
which we should bring God’s gifts to fruition, not for ourselves but for him, for the Church, for others." Instead of 
burying our "talent" like the third servant did, we must "seek to increase goodness in the world... to open ourselves, 
to be supportive, to be attentive to others" using our own talent, “our spiritual, intellectual, and material riches, 
everything that the Lord has given us.”  And turning to the Last Judgment where the shepherd will separate the 
sheep from the goats, Pope Francis exhorted his audience not to be frightened but rather live the present better.  
 "God offers us this time with mercy and patience so that we may learn every day to recognize him in the poor 
and in the lowly. Let us strive for goodness and be watchful in prayer and in love. May the Lord, at the end of our 
life and at the end of history, be able to recognize us as good and faithful servants.” 

Tending 
the 

Flock 

The End of the World 

This Sunday’s  
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THEME: We store 
heavenly treasure 
when we remain 
vigilant and 
faithful servants.  

 

P R O M I S E : 
"Blessed are those 
servants whom the 
m a s t e r  f i n d s 
vigilant on his 
arrival." (Lk 12:37) 

 

WORD: Wis 18:6-9/ 
Ps 33:1, 12, 18-19 
20-22/ Heb 11:1-2, 
8-19/ Lk 12: 32-48 

 

ORDER: 
 "You also must be 

prepared, for at an 
hour you do not 
expect, the Son of 
m a n  w i l l 
come.” (Lk 12:40) 

 “Gird your loins 
and light your 
lamps and be like 
servants who await 
their  master ’ s 
return.” (Lk 12:35-
36) 

 “ D o  n o t  b e 
afraid.”(Lk 12:32) 

 

DIRECTIONS: 
 Remain vigilant. 
 Be faithful and 

prudent steward in 
serving the Lord. 

 You also must be 
prepared. 
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Community News 
REFLECTION: I f 
there is a Bible verse 
I would recommend 
to you to memorize, 
it would be the first         
sentence of the sec-
ond reading       from 
the Letter to the He-
brews. You cannot 
find a better defini-
tion of faith any-
where else. It says 
“faith is confident assurance concerning 
what we hope for, and the conviction about 
things we do not see or understand”. This 
is one verse that you can spend the rest of 
your life meditating on. Think about the 
things you hope for.  Do you feel confi-
dent, and do you feel assured that you 
would obtain them, or that they would 
happen, as the case may be? That is what 
faith means.  You must have the confi-
dence that what you hope for is indeed 
going to come true. Imagine the many 
things that you believe exist, or imagine 
the different things you believe to be true. 
Do you truly believe that the Eucharist is 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ? Do you believe that there’s 
heaven? Or hell? See if you have real con-
viction of their existence. The depth of 
your faith will be measured by your an-
swer to these questions.  

 The writer of the 
Letter to the He-
brews emphasizes 
that you can only 
have faith in another 
person if the other 
person is trustwor-
thy. We have to de-
termine for ourselves 
if God is truly trust-
worthy. The Letter to 
the Hebrews says 

yes, God is truly trustworthy. What does 
the American money say? IN GOD WE 
TRUST. Imagine, the Central Bank Of 
America has put its trust in God.  
  The story of Abraham is an all time 
classic model of great faith. He left every-
thing behind, all his possessions, his rela-
tives not knowing where he was to go, no 
map, no GPS. All he went by was his faith 
of a better life because of his deep confi-
dence in the direction that God was going 
to provide him. We could really have 
deeper convictions about our beliefs in 
religion if we simply have more faith in 
general. Jesus himself quantified faith in 
his stories. The story of the mustard seed, 
the smallest among all seeds, turning into 
a huge bush as the mustard plant grows. 
Or having faith as small as a mustard 

Faithful—See Page 2 

Faithful Servants 

That, in a nutshell, was what eighteen teenagers learned at the Youth 
Encounter #16 last July 26-28.   Some of them share their impressions and 
recollections of the weekend retreat as follows: 

 

Faith In God Is Essential 
 

YE #16 exceeded my expectations. I already knew that I would have a 
great time and enjoy the retreat, yet things were still five times better. Overall, the experience helped me 
grow emotionally and spiritually. I realized that it’s okay to have struggles and obstacles in life because eve-
ryone goes through them, but how you choose to let God into your life when trying to get through those obsta-
cles is what matters. God will always be there for you when you need his assistance, even if you feel like he 
isn’t listening. He’s the one that carried you and helped you get back on your feet when you gave up, the one 
who forgave you all those times you’ve sinned; so it’s essential to have faith in him. Taking YE also helped me 
learn to open up more and show my actual personality. It was a no judge zone. I feel like BLD is one of the 
only places where I could truly be myself without wondering what anybody’s thinking of me, especially around 
the new friends that I’ve made over the weekend.  

Facing Challenges With Fun And Faith 

This Sunday’s  
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THEME: We store 
heavenly treasure 
when we rid 
ourselves of sin 
and fix our eyes on 
Jesus. 

 
PROMISE: "The 

Lord heard my 
cry.  He drew me 
out of the pit of 
destruction; He 
made firm my 
steps." (Ps 40:3) 

 
WORD: Jer 38:4-6, 

8-10/ Ps 40:2-4, 18/ 
Heb 12:1-4/ Lk 12: 
49-53 

 
ORDER: 
 "Persevere in 

running the race 
that lies before us 
while keeping our 
eyes fixed on 
Jesus." (Heb 12:1-
2) 

 “Endure 
opposition from 
sinners”. (Heb 
12:3) 

 "Do not grow 
weary and lose 
heart." (Heb 12:3) 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Rid yourselves 

with burden and 
sin. 

 Be guided by the 
Holy Spirit in your 
stewardship.    
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Community News 
REFLECTION: For 
some of us, our initial 
reaction upon hearing 
St Luke’s Gospel  
would  
be upsetting and diffi-
cult. Jesus declared 
that he would cast fire 
and cause division 
rather than peace. Je-
sus, the prince of 
peace speaking against peace, Shocking 
isn’t it? We come to know Jesus as the one 
who brings peace in the world. So what 
sense can we make when Jesus says his 
coming is to establish not peace but divi-
sion.  
 It is important to note that when Jesus 
talks about division, He is purely describ-
ing what will happen in this world when 
we follow him. Because when we follow 
Jesus, getting to peace is not always peace-
ful. As long as we live in a world where 
injustice and evil are present, opposing 
that evil and injustice is necessary. And 
opposing evil is hardly peaceful. Speaking 
the truth, standing up for what is right, is 
not always welcome. It often causes divi-
sion. 
 Jesus can speak strongly about not 
bringing peace because when we begin to 
follow the Lord, it often puts us at odds 
with others. Even within Christian com-
munities we may find strong differences 
and sometimes outright conflicts. Some-

times such differences 
and conflicts are truly 
based on striving to do 
God’s will but gener-
ally they come about 
because we want to do 
things our way and 
are unwilling to coop-
erate. 
 In our decision to 
become disciples of 

Jesus, we were entered into a race. But 
what type of race are we in? This is differ-
ent from any regular race that we know 
because it is a race in which the finish line 
is completely out of sight. The goal is but a 
hope, an anticipation. So, this is a faith-
race. We run hoping that there is a sta-
dium filled with the angelic host and a 
wreath of glory at the end. We run in faith. 
Also, unlike most long-distance runs, all 
who run this race with perseverance re-
ceive the prize, all win, all get to sit in 
God’s throne-room. 
 Now, how do we run this race? The 
writer to the Hebrews gives us three pieces 
of advice:  
 First, we need to get rid of everything 
that hinders us from our run with Jesus - 
the things of this world, whether it be 
work, money, family or property. Often, 
these things are not evil in themselves, but 
these may hold us back from choosing  
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The Race We Can Win 

 Maximilian Kolbe was a Franciscan priest born in Poland in 1894.  As a 
youth, he was mischievous and his mother often worried about what he would 
grow up to be.  After praying before a statue of the Blessed Mother, Maximilian 
told his mother that he had seen Mary and that she had shown him two crowns, 
a white and a red.  The white crown represented purity and the red martyrdom.  

The Blessed Virgin asked which crown he would take and he asked for both. 
Maximilian founded the Immaculata Movement that encouraged devotion to Mary.  This 

movement spread around the world, and Maximilian went to Japan and India to build mon-
asteries.  He started Catholic magazines and newspapers to tell the truth about evil things 
many politicians were doing in the world. 

When World War II began, Maximilian was in Nazi Germany and was thrown into prison for speaking out 
against the war.  He spent his time in the camp ministering to other prisoners, conducting Mass, hearing con-
fessions and delivering communion.  When the prison guards decided one day to execute ten men in exchange 
for a prisoner who had escaped, he offered his life in place of a young man who was a husband and father.  
The guards accepted his offer.  He later died of starvation in 1941.   

Aside from journalists, political prisoners also consider Maximilian Kolbe their patron saint. 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe: Patron of Journalists 
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THEME: We store 
heavenly treasure 
when we strive to 
endure our trials 
with discipline. 

 
PROMISE: "...all 

discipline...brings 
the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness to 
those who are 
trained by it." (Hb 
12:11) 

 
WORD:  Is 66:18-21/ 

Ps 117:1, 2/Heb 
12:5-7.11-13/Lk 
13:22-30  

 
ORDER: 
 "Endure your trials 

as discipline.” (Hb 
12:7) 

 “Strengthen your 
drooping hands 
and your weak 
knees. Make 
straight paths for 
your feet”. (Heb 
12:13) 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Do not be 

complacent with 
your prayer life. 

 Be obedient to 
God’s 
commandments. 

 Persevere during 
trials. 

 Rid yourselves of 
worldly 
attachments. 
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Community News 
REFLECTION: The story 
of salvation is narrated in 
the Scriptures in various 
ways. One of these is the 
parable of the narrow door 
which is Jesus Christ.  The 
message involves urgency 
and priority as the door is 
not open indefinitely; that 
of discipline as our salva-
tion requires our coopera-
tion and obedience.   
 God’s grace given to all 
mankind was made possible 
through the atoning death 
of our Lord Jesus on the cross. Jesus is 
the only way to enter Paradise.  “I am the 
door, if anyone enters by me, he will be 
saved” (Jn 10:9). The gate is narrow pre-
cisely because it is in the very shape of 
Jesus Himself and entrance through the 
door involves conformity to His state of 
being.  There is the other pathway that 
leads to another wider door which leads to 
destruction.  Many will prefer this   when  
they reject God’s precepts and command-
ments and disobey His will.  “Lord, will 
only a few people be saved?”  Although 
salvation is given free to all, many are 
called and invited but few would strive to 
enter the narrow door.  Complacency on 
man’s part takes away the path of right-
eousness  because of lack of discipline.  
 Christian life is a struggle. We meet 

difficulties on our way and 
there is always a passion 
which pulls us downwards.  
Our temporary sojourn  is 
always a step  higher and 
forward to attain holiness 
which the Almighty Father 
desires.  But we always fall 
short of the glory of God.  It 
is not enough to know the 
Lord and listen to the teach-
ings of the Church  to go to 
heaven.  “Not everyone who 
says to me ‘Lord, Lord’ shall 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven 

but he who does the will of my Father who 
is in heaven.” (Mt 7:21).  What matters 
most is HOW WE RESPOND to the grace 
given to us.  
 To gain eternal life is to participate to 
the fullest degree possible in the very life 
of God. It is to walk the path of love, sur-
rendering to grace and allowing this grace 
to flow through us to the wider world.   
The gospel urges us to be repentant of our 
sins and proclaim the gospel to all na-
tions.  We must participate and share our 
time and talents to store heavenly treas-
ures here on earth by enduring our trials 
with discipline. As always, we hope and 
trust in God that sufficient grace be upon 
us when the proper time comes for us to 
see the image of the heavenly banquet 
awaiting us.  

The Narrow Door 

 Born of Spanish parents in Lima, Peru in 1586, Rose promised her life to God 
while still a child. She became a Dominican nun and worked in the convent garden, 
raising vegetables and making embroidered items to help the poor.  She spent al-
most every moment of her life praying for the conversion of sinners.  She is consid-
ered to be the founder of social services in the Americas. 

Rose’s prayers were known to be very powerful.  When a Dutch fleet prepared to attack the 
city of Lima, Rose knelt before the tabernacle and prayed for the city to be saved.  Shortly after, 
the fleet sailed away without firing a shot.  She once wrote, “Apart from the cross there is no other ladder by 
which we may get to heaven.  If only mortals would learn how great it is to possess divine grace, how beautiful, 
how noble, how precious.  How many riches it hides within itself, how many joys and delights!  No one would 
complain about his cross or about troubles that may happen to him, if he would come to know the scales on 
which they are weighed when they are distributed to men.” 

Rose died in 1617 and pilgrims continue to this day to visit her shrine in downtown Lima in search of a 
miracle.  On August 23, her feast day, pilgrims cast letters describing their needs unto a wishing well or visit 
the hermitage Rose herself built.  She is the first native of the Americas to be made a saint. 

Saint Rose of Lima: Patron of Florists 
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T H E M E :  W e 
po ss es s  th e 
h e a r t  a n d 
character of 
Christ when we 
c o n d u c t 
ourselves with 
humility. 

 
P R O M I S E : 

“ H u m b l e 
yourse l f  the  
more…and you 
will find favor 
with God.” (Sir 
3:18) 

 
WORD: Sir 3:17- 

18, 20, 28-29/ Ps 
68:4-7,10-11/Heb 
12:18-19, 22-24/ 
Lk 14:1, 7-14 

 
ORDER: 
 “...conduct your 

affairs with 
humility...” (Sir 
3:17) 

 
DIRECTIONS: 
 Be inclusive in 

your service 
especially with 
the poor, the 
crippled, the 
lame, and the 
blind. 

 Be a good 
C h r i s t i a n 
w i t n e s s  i n 
words and in 
deeds. 
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Community News 
REFLECTION: “Humility is the mother 
of all virtues; purity, charity and obedi-
ence. It is in being humble that our love 
becomes real, devoted and ardent. If you 
are humble, nothing will touch you, nei-
ther praise or disgrace, because you know 
who you are. If you are blamed, you will 
not be discouraged. If they call you a 
saint, you will not put yourself on a pedes-
tal.”  This is from Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta. 
 Now, the questions we should ask our-
selves: Do we always take the place of 
honor when we serve God, when we serve 
the community? Do we practice humility 
and choose the lowest place? Or do we 
regard ourselves as important figures in 
the community? Do I serve the under-
privileged, the poor, the crippled, the 
lame and the blind... and not expect any-
thing in return? 
 Do we surrender everything to GOD 
only when we are in a place of wor-
ship...then return to our old self, depend-
ing on ourselves alone, when we go to our 
homes, our workplace and to the commu-
nity? 
 My brothers and sisters, there are 
times in our lives that we sometimes 
choose “our charity”. There are times that 
we only serve because we want to elevate 
ourselves in the eyes of our brethren. We 
feel good...until the same brothers and 
sisters criticize us. I say to myself, “How 

dare them, I am doing countless hours to 
serve this community, and they have the 
nerve to criticize. Let them do what I do.” 
Remember what Mother Theresa said, “if 
you are humble, nothing will touch you, 
neither praise or disgrace; If you are 
blamed, you will not be discouraged. If 
they call you a saint, you will not put 
yourself on a pedestal. No matter how 
unreasonable or unfair the praise or criti-
cism/disgrace is, a true humble servant 
will not be affected one way or another.  
 Brothers and sisters, we are not serv-
ing because Jesus wants us to... trying to 
get as much heaven points as possible.  
We are serving because we want to be like 
Jesus, who as a King served HIS people, 
his community, the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, the lowest of the low. 

Neither Praise Nor Disgrace 

 It was one of the most spiritual 
things I’d ever done after a long 
time and it is once again different 
from other encounters - something 
new! I felt accomplished for having 
tried something I knew I would 
likely to fail at.  Something I’d learn 
to embrace as part of the very es-
sence of the personal relationship 
with Christ and the Holy Spirit is to 

surrender. My wife and I left the 
seminar knowing we needed to put 
in more experience before I could be 
fully part of communal prayer in a 
group, but now I had a concrete goal 
to work toward. 

Early on, we attended several 
groups, simple basic formation. Get-
ting basic knowledge of ACTS for-
mat was a victory for me. I often got 
cut in prayer for so many reasons as 
when it gets too long. Each time, I 
would talk to shepherds  about 
what I might have done differently. 
Every next session of love letter, I 

would correct for those mistakes, 
and gradually, I got stronger and 
smarter and intimate with my sis-
ter-wife. Very, very gradually. 

I’ve never been a natural 
speaker but I was encouraged to 
talk in front. While I had competi-
tive drive, maybe due to the music 
ministry and prayer warriors, I 
knew I’d have to work hard in order 
to earn those gains that seemed to 
come easily to the couples giving 
uncontestable testimonies. Still, 
there was something about that 

Ode To The Backslider 
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Following is a reflection by one of the 
participants to ME #21 held at 

Murray Grove Center, Lanoka Har-
bor, NJ on August 10-11, 2019 




