THIS SUNDAY'S COUNSEL

Third Sunday of Easter

THEME:
We are shepherds in the likeness of Jesus when we affirm
our love for Him and care for His flock.

PROMISE:
“You changed my mourning into dancing.” (Ps 30:12A)

WORD:
Acts 5:27-32, 40B-41/ Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13/ Rev
5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19

ORDER:
1. Feed my lambs, tend my sheep. John 21:15-17
2. Follow me. John 21:19

DIRECTIONS:

1. Emulate the ways of Jesus in making a difference
in the lives of others by demonstrating love,
compassion and service to others.

2. Tend to the pastoral needs and spiritual growth of

our community members.

3. We have to lose ourselves to be more like Him.
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ﬁ "And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love, ﬂ
but the greatest of these is LOVE'" 1 Corinthians 13:13
"FOLIL.OW ME..."
This Sunday's readings offer profound insights into the themes of revelation,
redemption, and salvation. In Psalm 30:2, “I will extol you, O LORD, for you
drew me clear and did not let my enemies rejoice over me. O LORD, you
brought me up from the netherworld; you preserved me from among those
going down into the pit”, celebrates the Lord's deliverance from peril and
affliction, transforming mourning into joyful praise. The psalm speaks about
saving us from our enemies and bringing us from the depths of despair,
urging the faithful to sing and give thanks to God's holy name. This passage
reminds us that divine rescue often comes when we least expect it, and that
God's grace is enduring.
PSALM: I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me
In Revelation 5:12, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches, wisdom and strength, honor and glory and
blessing”. John witnesses a celestial celebration where countless angels, living creatures, and elders proclaim the worthiness of the
Lamb that was slain. This vivid imagery reflects the universal acknowledgment of Christ's triumph, as all creation joins in worship,
honoring the Lamb with power, riches, wisdom, strength, glory, and blessing. This passage underscores the magnitude of Christ's
sacrifice and the ensuing exaltation, encouraging us to recognize and revere His divine majesty. We offer our heartfelt praise to the
Lord for His boundless mercy and love. We give thanks for the moments of rescue and redemption, for the grace that transforms our
mourning into rejoicing.
The Gospel reading recounts Jesus' post-resurrection appearance to His disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. The narrative illustrates Jesus
guiding His disciples to a miraculous catch of fish, symbolizing is continued care and provision. Simon Peter's spontaneous leap into
the sea upon recognizing Jesus signifies a fervent response to divine presence. Jesus' invitation to "Come, have breakfast" serves as a
moment of communion and reaffirmation of his resurrection. When they had finished breakfast, Jesus asked Simon Peter three times
if he loved Him, each time instructing him to take care of His followers. This symbolizes the importance of love and service in Jesus'

teachings. Peter's distress at being asked three times mirrors our own struggles with faith and commitment. Jesus' final call to
"Follow me" signifies a lifelong journey of faith and devotion.

Jesus' repeated call to Peter to "Feed my lambs, tend my sheep, and feed my sheep" is a profound reminder of the centrality of
service in the Christian faith. It emphasizes the importance of nurturing and caring for others, both spiritually and materially. This
directive is not just a call to ministry but to a life of compassion, empathy, selflessness and sacrifice. By feeding and tending to
others, we emulate Jesus' own actions and teachings, demonstrating our love for God through our love for mankind.

Service to God is intertwined with service to humanity. When we serve others, we are serving God, fulfilling his commandment to
love our neighbors as ourselves. This service can take many forms—providing for the needy, offering emotional support, guiding
others in their spiritual journey, and advocating for justice and peace. In committing ourselves to these acts, we not only honor God
but also create a more compassionate and just world. Just as Jesus called Peter to a lifelong journey of tending to His flock, we too
are called to a lifelong journey of service, where we continually seek to uplift and support those around us. Let us embrace this call
wholeheartedly, remembering that in every act of kindness, we are feeding God's lambs and sheep, tending to his flock, and living
out the teachings of Christ.

We acknowledge our shortcomings and
the Lord in our lives. Like Peter, we

our faith and commitment. We seek
away and ask for the strength to be more
summary, these readings collectively
divine intervention, the celebration of
the intimate encounters with the risen
rescue, honor Christ's sacrifice, and
journeys by following His example to be a
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“Come, follow: . ,-esus said, “and | will

send you out to fish for people.” At once
they left their nets and followed him.

failures in recognizing the presence of
sometimes deny or fail to fully embrace
forgiveness for the times we have turned
vigilant and responsive to God's call. In
reflect the transformative power of
Christ's victory over sin and death, and
Lord. They invite us to trust in God's
remain vigilant to His presence in our daily
Good Shepherd. Follow me” John 21:19.
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TITHES: $745
LOVE OFFERING: $287
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You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Thank you for
your generosity

“So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no

one separate.” Matthew 19:6 Jeremiah 1:5
Ariel & Mila Vista May 6 German Butay May 2
Orlando Morales May 4
," l Luz Bunoan May 6

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you"

Whe Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit Beth Felibrico 732-995-7407
For Prayer Service Mary Anne Arias 732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request Tos

Feealing Mass

1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Pnaise and Waonship

2nd, 3rd, 4th (& S5th) Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory
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From my point of
view, God is the
light that illuminates
the darkness, even
if it does not
dissolve it, and a
spark of divine light
is within each of us.
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Inspiring Reflections on Life By Pope Francis

Christmas, Friday and next year is not guaranteed.
Don’t put things off, waiting until you have money, until love comes,
until everything is perfect. There is no such thing as perfect.
Human beings cannot achieve these things because we were simply
not made to complete ourselves here. This life is a learning opportunity.
So, ENJOY this life essay and do it now. Respect yourself and respect
others.Follow your path and do not comment, judge or meddle with
the path chosen by other people. LOVE MORE. FORGIVE MORE.
EMBRACE MORE. Live more intensely and leave the rest in the
Hands of the Creator.

eal. I am true. I am present Body and
od in the Eucharist.

y children, there’s darkness in the
izon. Believe that I am risen and alive,
g in you, and with you always till the
of ages.”

od your hearts with My mercy. I give
you wholeheartedly , unconditionally.

LAST WEEK'S
PROPHECIES

'y was ever produced by the will of man, but men spok
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21

THE JOY OF EASTER REN

We dedicate this reflection to our beloved Pop ancib: ﬂr,got')d shep-ﬁerd' in
the likeness of Jesus. The life of Pope Francis manifested the image of the
Good Shepherd through his pastoral actions, emphasizing compassion, mercy,
and spiritual leadership. He encouraged the faithful to be like Jesus who loves
and secks out those who have strayed, rather than regarding them as enemies.
His message would always highlight the importance of listening to God's voice
and following Him, emphasizing the loving bond between God and individuals.

The late Holy Father cared for the well-being of the Church (his sheepfold) and
its members (his flock) especially the vulnerable and marginalized. He
demonstrated this through his humility, giving emphasis on boundless mercy.
He boldly spoke out against discrimination and advocated for inclusive
treatment by addressing the issues of poverty, inequality, and injustice, calling
for a more just and equitable world. His leadership emphasizes being a
shepherd with the "smell of the sheep," who stays close to the people he serves
and understands their needs.

This week’s theme — We are shepherds in the likeness of Jesus when we affirm
our love for Him and care for His flock, calls us to embody and express our
love for the Good Shepherd. We follow the life of Pope Francis who
exemplifies not just “leading the flock” but more so, “living with the sheep,” to
extend the sacrificial love Christ offered to us. We are expected not only to
witness and proclaim the love of God but also to concretize it by making others
experience it through our compassion for them.

Being under-shepherds for God’s flock is not an easy task. We will meet
setbacks and disappointments in accomplishing our mission. Discouragement
and uncertainty of the future can lead us back to our previous ways, just like
Peter and the apostles in the Gospel (cf Jn 21:3). But our love for Jesus should
compel us to continue to communicate with our Lord in prayer, meet Him in
the Eucharist so that He may renew our minds and rekindle our heart’s
faithfulness to the task He entrusted us. He leads us to the Holy Scriptures
where we can listen to Him speak of the richness of His mercies and goodness,
making us grow more in love with Him and enkindling the kindness that will
draw us close to each other.

As we look around us, we see people struggling with pain, grief, and sorrow.
Most of them are in mourning because

of the hurt and never-ending pain experienced
in life. As Jesus’ under-shepherd, we are
sent by the Good Shepherd to show them
the mercy, compassion, and consolation of
God in us. Through us, they may see the
Resurrected Christ who gives hope to the
last, the least, and the lost, thus, they may
be able to embrace the promise for all
those who find hope in Easter, “You changed
my mourning into dancing,” (Ps 30:12A).
Pope Francis would always remind us that 8%
we are part of the "church that is poor and =
for the poor.” '

I am the good
shepherd: the good
shepherd gives his
life for the sheep.
John 10:11




