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"And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love,

but the greatest of these is LOVE"  1 Corinthians 13:13

  THEME:
We are true followers of Christ when we believe in
the saving love of His cross.

 PROMISE:
“for God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish,
but might have eternal life.” (Jn 3: 16)

    WORD:
Nm 21:4-9/ Ps 78:1-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38/ Phil
2:6-11/ Jn 3:13-17

  ORDER:
1) “believe in Him and have eternal life.” (Jn 3:16)
2) “take the serpents from us.” (Nm 21:7)
3) “become obedient to death.” (Phil 2:8)

 DIRECTIONS:
1) Turn to Jesus for your salvation and guidance by studying
scripture and by prayers and meditation.
2) Avail of the sacrament of reconciliation and receive the
Holy Eucharist.
3) Empty and humble ourselves to become obedient to His
will in our lives.
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THE SAVING POWER OF THE CROSS

Moses to make a serpent and mount it on a pole, and if any who have been bitten look at it, they will live. These verses
are typological and prophetic language of man’s salvation as Jesus is raised on the cross. They also allude to the divinity
of Christ. The narrative of salvation describes how the God whom we have sinned against, sent His son to redeem. Unlike
Caiaphas , an unbeliever, who prophesied that it was better for Jesus to die than for a whole nation to perish, Nicodemus,
a seeker of truth had begun to believe that Jesus was divine. We too seek the truth of our faith. We begin as timid,
tentative seekers. We hesitate, we do not trust enough, we are not fully committed. From tentative, timid seekers we
become committed, fearless disciples. We now know that even a person once grown old can be born again by being lifted
up to God.

NICODEMUS AND US
“No one has gone up to heaven except the one who has come down from
heaven.” (Jn 3: 13) This statement stirs the flame in Nicodemus as it does in
us. Like Nicodemus, we too recall familiar and similar words as in Proverbs
32: 4 which start this way, “Who has gone up to heaven and come down
again---” The verse ends this way: “What is his name, and what is his son’s
name if  you know it?” Then when we read in John 14: 4, “And  just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the son of  man be lifted
up,” like Nicodemus, we could not miss God’s message especially after he asked

      THE SAVING POWER OF THE CROSS
Man’s salvation is personified by Jesus raised on the cross. God the Father whom we have sinned against, sent His son to
redeem us. There need to be a blood atonement to satisfy the almighty God--- to allow the innocent to suffer for the
guilty, the sinless for the sinner. The sinless Jesus became sin for us. He was judged for our sin. He satisfied God’s
justice. He paid the debt we could not pay by dying on the cross. The cross is mystery and paradox. It stands for
God’s extravagant love, shown through rain and sunshine given equally to all, both good and bad, just and the
unjust. God is self-giving love. Self-sacrificing love.  Universal love. Crucified love. Jesus, “take away the
serpents from us.” Take away our arrogance, distrust, indifference, impatience, ingratitude, selfishness and
stubbornness. Christ on the cross dies our death. He destroys our corruption and reclaims for us the glory of
God as he rises from the dead and leads us back to the Father.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, so that we might believe in him and not perish but might
have eternal life.” (Jn 3: 16) John also clearly defined eternal life. “Now this is eternal life, that they should know you
(the Father), the only true God, and the one whom you sent.” (Jn 17: 3) According to this verse, eternal life is knowing
the Father and knowing the Son. Where the Father is and where the Son is, so also is their inexhaustible love for each
other, the Holy Spirit.“Where two or three gather in my name, there am I in the midst of  them.”(Mt 18: 20) The verse
also alludes to the message in Deuteronomy 19:16 “A judicial act shall
be established on the testimony of two or three witnesses.” The story
of salvation has witnesses: God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy
Spirit and the Cross. Eternal life is not after death. That is after-life.
Eternal life has begun. Eternal life is here and now. Not only must we
know, learn, read or believe. We must live our faith and be witnesses.
What we do here on earth to know, to love and to serve God is a dry run
of what we shall be doing in heaven--- know, love, serve God and
be happy forever with God in heaven.

 Do not forget the works of the Lord!



The Lord 's
Provision

September 5, 2025

Thank you for
your generosity

TITHES:    $ 660
LOVE OFFERING:   $ 403

Online  Giving
You can now send your
Tithes and Love Offerings via
Paypal. Donate link can be
found at  www.bldrenton.com

Or mail check to:
BLD Trenton Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 1367
Toms River, NJ 08754

Who Are You Gonna Call (or Text)?
For Mama Mary's Visit       Beth Felibrico  732-995-7407
For Prayer Service   Mary Anne Arias  732-688-3962

Send Prayer Request To:
www.bldtrenton.com/intercessory

God 's   Blessings
Annivesary Birthday

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you"

Jeremiah 1:5

"So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together, let no
one separate."  Matthew 19:6

Healing  Mass
1st Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.

In Christ Jesus,
we welcome you all to join us every Friday

Praise and Worship
2nd, 3rd, 4th (& 5th)  Friday of the month at 8:15 p.m.
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For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21

HIS WORDS,
YOUR JOURNEY

TOGETHER

Upcoming

Activities

Mike Salada  Sept 12
Elena Madarang Sept 13
Pearl Labitoria-Catarata  Sept 13
Derek Dela Cruz  Sept 15
Lalaine Academia    Sept 16
Cesar Agustin Sept 16
Archie Arigorat   Sept 16
Lumi Esmalla Sept 16
Peter McNamara     Sept 17
Carl Duque    Sept 18
Alan San Rafael Sept 18
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Diocesan Jubilee Pilgrimage of Hope September 13

We are pleased to share a special opportunity
extended by the  Diocese of Trenton, through the
Department of Evangelization and Family Life,
inviting us to participate in the upcoming Jubilee
Pilgrimage of hope at the Shrine of Our Lady of
Czestochowa, in Doylestown, Pennsylvania on
Saturday, September 13, 2025 from 9:30 AM to 2:30
PM.

As part of this blessed event, our BLD community has
been invited to pray one decade of the Rosary in our
native language as a sign of unity in diversity and
devotion to our Blessed Mother.

We prayerfully encourage you to join us in this
meaningful diocesan celebration of faith. This is a
wonderful opportunity to stand as one body in Christ
with our brothers and sisters across the Diocese, and
to be a light of hope and witness in these times.

With gratitude and hope in Christ,
Diocesan/ Institutional Ministry
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