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But there is a deeper 

significance to Advent 

as a time to make our-

selves aware of what 

we need to do in order 

to be prepared at all 

times. Death is a reali-

ty that we will have to 

face one day. Just like the second coming of 

Christ, we do not know when our time in 

this world is up. Let us reflect on a more 

intimate level - if and when we do die, are 

we prepared to meet our Savior and King? 

Can we say for sure that we are at peace 

with ourselves and with our brothers/sisters 

when the time of our death comes and if it is 

to come right now? And so, Advent be-

comes a wake-up call for you and me that 

there is an even more urgent reason to be 

prepared at all times… we will have to face 

him on our own Judgment Day. Better yet, 

Jesus is coming into our lives not just in the 

end of time; He comes to us every day in all 

our encounters. We should live each day in 

constant preparation and readiness as if it 

were the end of the world. Maranatha, 

meaning "our Lord comes" is the inspiration 

for celebrating Advent. Let us pray that we 

will always be ready for His coming! 

REFLECTION:  Be watchful! Be alert! 

Two commands by the Lord that best 

summarize the mindset we all should have 

for the coming Advent Season. But just 

exactly what do we have to be watchful 

for and alert of? In one way, we celebrate 

with much joy the first coming of our 

Savior when Jesus was born on Christmas 

Day. On another and more significant lev-

el, we anticipate the second coming of 

Christ - the event we call Judgment Day.  
 

Being watchful for something as monu-

mental as Judgment Day carries with it 

the assumption that we must be prepared 

for the event. Although we anticipate with 

joy in our hearts, we must also do the 

work of preparing ourselves. Being 

watchful and alert means that we are al-

ready doing something in this lifetime as a 

way to get ourselves prepared. We do not 

know when the time will come; as is writ-

ten in Scripture, it will be like "a thief in 

the night.” And when it comes, we may 

find ourselves too late to do anything to 

save our souls. We would all  like to be 

one of the sheep in that herd that the Lord 

will be taking with Him to His kingdom. 
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Always Be Ready for His Coming 

T h e  C a t h o l i c  L i t u r g i c a l  C a l e n d a r  
Advent marks the beginning of the Catholic Liturgical calendar. It covers the four Sundays pri-

or to Christmas. And this year, Advent starts this Sunday, November 27, 2011. The Advent 

liturgy opens with the great expectations for the coming of the Messiah by the faithful. 
 

Being the start of  a new calendar year for our Christian faith, we are expected to clean our-

selves of sins to have a new beginning in preparation for His coming. Perfectly timed with the 

celebration of Thanksgiving, we are given the opportunity to reflect on our countless blessings: 

our family, material well-being, friends, and most especially the gift of faith.  
 

As we gather with loved ones for Thanksgiving dinner, let us remember that it is the time to 

look back at what we have accomplished in life and to look forward to continuing our walk with Him, with the ulti-

mate goal of redemption from our sinfulness and human misgivings. Happy Thanksgiving everyone. And let us all 

await His coming with renewed faith and anticipation! 

   This Sunday’s 

     Counsels  

 

THEME: We prepare 

for the coming of the 

Lord when we are 

steadfast in service to 

Him.  
 

 

WORD:  Is 63:16-
17,19;64:2-7/ Ps 80:2-
3,15-16,18-19/ 1Cor 1:3
-9/ Mk 13:33-37         
 

 

ORDER: “Be watchful! 

Be alert!” (Mk 13:33) 
 

 

PROMISE: "“He will 

keep you firm to the end, 

irreproachable on the day 

of our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (1 Cor 1: 8 )   
 

 

DIRECTIONS: 
 

 Encourage all to 

adhere to all the 

teachings of the 

Catholic Church.  
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    2011 Teaching Schedule God’s Blessings  

 

Birthdays 
 

Allan Pontipiedra   11/28    Marissa Orienza  11/28  

Raul Caragay          11/30    Yoly Japitana      11/30 

Andy Mantes          11/30 

Anniversary     

 

             Bert & Phoebe Panahaon    11/25 

             Lenny & Brenda Palao        11/26  

             Mike & Anne Belonia         11/27 

             Manny & Florence Acosta  11/29  

The Lord’s Provision — November 18, 2011 
 

 

 Love Offering: $ 164.35   Tithes:   $ 610.00  
            

 

Thank you for your generosity!   

A  S e a s o n  f o r  H o p e  a n d  A n t i c i p a t i o n  
Yuletide carols are being played on the airwaves. Houses are slowly but surely being decorated with wreaths and lawn 

ornaments. We just had the biggest shopping day called Black Friday. It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.  
 

Advent always brings a feeling of hope and merriment. When I was a kid, I have always longed for this occasion. It 

always meant going to family affairs to mingle with cousins, whom I seldom saw during the entire year. The season 

always brought a feeling of excitement and anticipation for the gifts that I hoped to receive. And being a child, nothing 

was expected of me in return, but simply “to be good.” 
 

This Sunday’s readings deliver that same message of hope and anticipation. They bring the good news of  the coming 

of the Messiah. “...as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 

gift as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.” What is expected from each one of us at this time of year?  

Similar to what was expected from a child. We become deserving of the blessings of His coming if we prepare our-

selves, when we focus on the real meaning of His arrival, and we do not get caught up in the busy preparations. In 

short, we simply need “to be good.”  
 

Self-reassessment is in order. Through prayer and reflection, we can transform our hearts. Time to look back at how 

we have lived our lives in accordance to His will. It should not be an annual examination of conscience but a daily ritu-

al. He will come not in accordance to our time frame, but according to His. “May he not come suddenly and find you 

sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: 'Watch!'"   We must always be prepared, for we will never know when that day 

will come. Treat everyday as Advent. Life is Advent. Doing so brings hope, fulfillment and transformation. For it is in 

the great anticipation of His coming can we truly enjoy peace from within our hearts. His coming brings hope in our 

lives, illumines our darkest hours and frees us from our fears. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 

shall be saved. 
 

It always brings a soothing feeling to hear those Christmas carols on the radio. But in between those songs, we are re-

minded of the material world that we live in when we hear the commercials for expensive gifts. The secular world is 

there to distract us from the true significance of the season. The promise of comfort and wealth is so deeply rooted in 

our lives that it diverts our attention allowing us to miss the real essence of the coming of the Messiah. Let’s learn 

from the innocence of our childhood days and  let us simply “be good.” 

 
 
  November 
 
      26  LSS 0-11  Christian Community, Christian Service 
           Venue TBA @  1-3 PM 
 
 

PLEASE BRING YOUR BIBLE, WRITING 
MATERIALS AND SNACK!                                                                            

Community Calendar: 
 

2011 
 

 DEC 10  BLD Trenton Sponsored Simbang Gabi St. Luke’s         
                 @ 7PM 
  

 DEC 16  Christmas Party 
 

2012 
 

  JAN 30—FEB 2  BLD Medical Mission  Paluan, Mindoro 
 

  FEB 3-5  YLSS #9 St. Robert Bellarmine Freehold, NJ 
 

  APR 27-29   ME #14 From the Youth Ministry 
 

We delivered 254 lbs of  food to the Foodbank of Mon-
mouth & Ocean Counties in Neptune, NJ on Saturday 
Nov 19, 2011. It was so successful that we plan on hav-
ing the food drive every quarter. Thank you to all who 
helped in this endeavor. God Bless. 

YLSS#9 
 

To be held on Feb 3-5, 2011 at the St. Robert Bellarmine 
in Freehold, NJ. 
 

Contact Raul & Mimi Caragay for details. 


