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The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of
September 2009

General: That the word of God may be better
known, welcomed and lived as the source of freedom
and joy.

Missionary: That Christians in Laos, Cambodia,
and Myanmar, who often meet with great difficulties,
may not be discourage from announcing the Gospel
to their brothers, trusting in the strength of the Holy
Spirit.

Cip & Connie Cipriaso
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John 6
My 2009 Summer Experience

Jessica Bautista

Religion has been a strong point in my life ever since day 1 and | was baptized into the Catholic
Church. Even if it is summer or winter; school or vacation, God is always with me and myself in
Him. This summer has been very religious for me especially because my family and | experi-
enced Family Encounter #5 (FE #5), and were 1 of 6 families. It was very spiritual and emotional.
There was definitely a lot of hugging, crying, laughing, and understanding towards each other.
We became much closer to each other mostly because we learned to communicate more. My
mom always tells me that you have to talk to each other because no one can read minds in the
family. Even though we talk more there are still arguments about hanging out with friends and
sleepovers. YES, we are still not a perfect family but then again, who is. Because of the FE re-
treat we now know that each member of the family cannot afford to be selfish, but instead to be
caring and kind. Another way my summer was tied in with my religion is that we continue to go to
BLD. BLD (Bukas Loob Sa Diyos) is like a second church where you not only listen to the read-
ings, you talk about them. For example we would individually tell each other what struck or
caught our attention the most and why. This really gives you the chance of talking about what
you think of the readings and to pray to God.
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Gaining Back My Focus on God Youth
Matt Mance

The past year was one of my busiest without a doubt. With my hands tied and myself
exhausted all the time, it was hard to actively participate in weekly worships and BLD activi-
ties. Sometimes, it was hard to even care about these things with everything | had to keep up.
| felt drained, and felt myself drifting. | really just wanted to take a break from everything.

Serving the YE#7 weekend really brought everything back in check. Jan Fune was
right in what he said. Your YE experience definitely does not come full circle until you serve
one. It was as if | had taken the retreat all over again, just from another perspective. | truly re-
experienced God’s power and love, and knowing that | made this weekend something to be
remembered forever by the candidates made it even better.

As time passed everyone by, the usual “high” faded from everyone’s life as it usually
does, but | still try to hold onto it. Every day, | thank God for everything | am, and everything |
am so blessed to have. As life and all of its endeavors begin to pick up again this year, | pray
for the strength to keep God at the center, to not lose sight of Him, and for everyone else to
do the same. Despite the evident challenges and storms ahead, | know that without a doubt
He will be there to walk with me through it all.




Teaching Schedule
September

11 Mark 10 Series on Saints St. William’s
25 John 6 Series on Jesus’ Miracles St. Al’s
Youth Praver Leadership St. Al’s
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Answers to Puzzles on page 2

Answers to Puzzle 1
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Mark 10 St. Lawrence Ruiz

Lawrence Ruiz is the first Filipino to be canonized a
{ saint. He and 15 others were martyred at Nagasaki,

women, two other laymen, two brothers and nine
| priests.

i Lawrence was born in Manila in the Philippines; his
father was Chinese and his mother Filipino. He became
associated with the Dominicans, and was a member of
the Confraternity of the Holy Rosary. These Domini-
cans taught him Spanish, and from his parents he learned Chinese and
Tagalog. He became a professional calligrapher and transcribed docu-
ments.

He married and had three children. In 1636, he fled the Philippines after
being accused of murder. He joined a missionary group headed for Ja-
pan, where Catholics were being persecuted. It was soon found out that
the members of this group were Catholic, so they were arrested and
taken to Nagasaki. They were tortured for several days, first crushed
while hanging upside down for three days, then the bodies were burned,
with the ashes thrown into the Pacific Ocean on September 30, 1637.
Pope John Paul II canonized these martyrs on October 18, 1987.
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